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PREFACE. 


As  a  porusal  of  the  following  pages  will  demon.^trate,  the 
])ur[)ort  of  this  voliiiiK^  is  not  to  })res(uit  a  history  of  Itutlaiid 
county,  nor  of  its  sepupite  l<^wns]iips,  hut  mainly  to  |>i'e<<Mn  e  for 
[>osterity  the  addresses,  skcichi^s,  essjiys,  potniis,  and  historieal 
facts  therein  contained,  which  were  present(^<l  at  the  recent 
county  centcimiMl  celehration. 

This  vohune  i.">  puhlished  under  the  auspjices  of  thelvutland 
County  llistoricnl  Society,  'fhe  iuipinfnnce  in  our  midst  of 
su<-h  a  society  cannot  over-otiniatiMj.  Many  inUu-esting 
hist  oricalfacLs  would  Ix'  lost  to  })osteri(y.  uidess  unenrthed, 
c()llected  and  prescu-ved  by  some  such  })<u  mnnent  orii'.iniznlion. 
It  was  wifli  a  \'iew  of  collocating  iuiport.'int  facts  nnd  stinudnt- 
ing  historical  i-esearch,  as  w<dl  as  conunemorating  a  noted  ep- 
f>ch  in  our  ])rogress  as  a  county,  thi\{  the  cen1enni;d  celel)ra- 
tion  of  ISSI  was  instituted  and  acconiplisiied.  During  the 
past  yeai"  the  society  has  turne(l  its  attention  and  lahors  some- 
what to^\'ard  tlse  niarl)le  and  slate  interests  ot' th(^  county.  At 
its  various  meetings  sevcu'al  can^'ully  written  and  (whaust- 
i\e  articles  on  the  inarhle  ajid  slate  [)i'oductions  of  Ivulland 
cmuity  h;ive  l>eeu  contril»u(ed  hy  competent  partit\-^.  These 
ess;i\'s  will  app<'ar  in  \^)luirie  II,  soon  to  be  issued  hy  (he  so- 
ciety. 
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INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


At  ti  special  meeting  of  the  Tiutland  County  Historical  So- 
ciety, held  in  Castleton,  Octol)er  '2iu  the  following  res- 
olution was  presented  1)\'  Ilun.  Barnes  Frisbie  : — 

AVhekkas,  Tlie  centennial  of  the  or<>anization  of  the  county  of  Rnt- 
liin<l  occurs  in  Fehriiary,  18Sl,  it  seetns  proper  that  it  shoiiKl  be  fittitii^ly 
celebrated  under  the  auspices  of  the  llutlaud  County  Historical  Society. 
Tlierefore,  he  it 

Itf'solved,  That  this  society  appoint  a  comnuttee.  consistinir  of  one  from 
each  town  in  the  county,  to  make  arrangenienls  for  an  appropriate  cele- 
bration of  the  centennial  of  IiUtiand  Count}-  in  February,  1881. 

This  resolution  was  innnediately  adopted,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  elected  as  a  couunittee  to  act  in  accordance 
with  its  provisions  : 

3[aktix  C.  1\ICi:,  Uen^on :  Jonx  A.  Coxant,  lirandon ; 
»J.  r>.  r)i;().MLKV,  Castleton;  II.  W.  Si'AFF(^in),  Clarendon; 
.loirx  C.  Williams,  Danhy  :  A.  X.  Adams,  Fairliavcn  :  Cv- 
KLS  Jlnmxos,  Huhhardton  ;  S.  C.  Plck,  Ira:  O.  ('noK, 
Mcndon  :  O.  Mvjjk  k,   Middlctown:  C.  W.  r>iM(;iiA>i,  Pitts- 

tield  ;   MaK'SHALL   HkoWN,    Pawlct  ;    MF.inilTT  Cl.AK'K,  Poult- 

ncy  :  L.  \V.  KKi)i.\(rr< )\,  Putland ;  K.  X.  l''isni:i;,  Slnvws- 
l>ury  ;  A.  W .  Ih'OK,  Siid!)ury  :  Li:\  i  IviCH,  Tininouth  ;  f).  E. 
IlriT.  W'allingford  :  IIiland  Pall,  Wells;  Joiix  Ckowlkv, 
Mt.  Holly;  K.  C.  Ai'.LLL,  \\\'st  Haven;  Hikam  Pailm),  Chit- 
tt-ndcn  :  1).  W .  Tavlol',  Slicrhnrne. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  passed: 

/it.<ohril.  That  L.  \V.  liedinjrton,  of  Ivulland.  he  rna^le  C  liairinan  of 
--aiti  eonunitt'-e,  and  empowered  to  call  them  t(JL:;ether  at  suc!i  linn-  and 
pl:ie'.'  as  uKiy  <i-vni  tohiui  ];rt;per. 

In  pui'siiaiKT  of  the  provisions  of  the  aho\A'  resolution,  ihe 
committee,  or  a  })ortion  of  tliem,  were  soon  convened,  and  tic- 
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tivc  inousim's  iiiiuiuuratcd  tor  tln'  cciitriniial  fclehralion.  The 
tbllow'iiiii-  Wi'U'  eiioscMi  as  ollircrs  of  the  c('lel)ratic)ii : 

oi  FicFj.'s  OF  riiK  ci:lkj'.i;a'1'I()N. 
President  of  the  day,  Hon.  S.  M.  Doin;,  Uutlaud. 

i:\K('i  ri\'K  (•« >M:\iiTrKK. 

L.  \V.  JvKDi.Nirn liutlaiid  :  A.  X.  Ai)a:\js,  Fairliaven  ; 
C'liAia.Ks  S.  ( 'oLiu  KN,  PIttsford  ;  ('iiai;li:s  IL  Siikldoa, 
West  liutlajid  ;  A.  T.  \\'<)<>i)\\  akd.  liraiuloii  ;  John  M.  Ci  k- 
HIEK,  Castletoii :  John  E.  Hitt,  A\'alliiiiifor(l ;  P>ai:.\ks  t'kis- 
mi:,  Poultiiey  ;  IIknkv  ('lai:k,  Kutlaud  ;  Hfxkv  F.  Field, 
Hutlaiid,  -rretisiirei'. 

coMMrri'KK  OF  ai;!:an(;fmfnts. 

w^.  M.  Doin;,  Tho.aias  (\  Kor.iiixs,  ,1.  M.  IIw  fn,  IIfnkv 

F.  FiFIJ).  F\  Kl.VN  l*IFl;rolNT,  Xfw.MAN  W'fFKS,  (iKOiKJF  E. 
(rlv'A\'KS,  JaMFS  ('.  I)l  NX,  D.  PlFKCF,  ('.('.  KlXSMAX.  Ei)- 

NVAi;i)  I)axa,  Hfxi.'v  (  ).  CaIM'KXTFK. 

CO.M.MFI  TFF   ON  KFLK'S. 

Joiix  y\.  Ci  iMMFir,  P).  IE  P)Firi\  lIiKA.Ni  A.  Smfpu,  M.  a. 

BOL'KXK,  (tKOKCF  W.  IIlLLfAKl),  dl'NNFSS  P  iClIAJiDSOX- 
OFFICFKS  OF  TlIF  soCMin  V. 

President,  Hon.  P>afnks  Fj;i>iiM:,  Poultney:  \'iee  Presi- 
dents, Est.  Dr.  JA\iF->  Sanfoi:!),.  (  astletoii,  i^EIIon.  Joskfh 
dosiJN,  l\)idiney  :  '  Secretary,  l)i;-.i4o!iN  M.  Ei  innFi;,  C'astle- 
tou  ;  'ri-ea>urer.  Hon.  EE  ('.  Ai;flf.  \\\'st  Haven. 

Tlie  following"  artieK*  was  ordered  j)ui)ltslK'd  shortly  after- 
ward in  the  [)a|)er>  of  the  county  : 

la  ii.ANi)  corxr^  cFxriixN lvl. 

'I'lie  E*uthind  County  IE>iorii'al  Society  wiHohsei've  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  orirauization  of  th(^  county  of  E'utiaiid  at  the 
'i\)\vn  Ilall  in.  E'lUlaiid,  on  l^riday,  Mareli  E  E'^S  1,  with  ap- 
p!'opriale  puhlic  excrci-cs.  'i'he  people  of  Put  land  county 
tire  most  cordiall\'  in\ !t>'d  to  })arli<'ipale  in  [\w  services  of  lh«. 
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oci-asioii.  The  datt'  fixed  for  tlio  coniiucmoratioii  tliat  of 
thv  tiv^t  election  in  the  county,  which  was  he  hi  at  the  house  of" 
Sidonion  IVniiihani,  inn  k(.'e})er  at  1'inni(4i.ith,  March  4,  17.S1. 
An  aihlitional  interest  will  he  given  to  the  day,  tliat  it  al^o  wit- 
nesses the  in:niu'urati(Mi  of  the  twentietli  President  of  the 
L'nited  States.  The  general  excu'cises  of  the  occasion  will 
consist  of  addresses,  jxicnis  and  ])apers  relating  to  the  history 
and  [)rogress  of  the  county.  Welcome  l)y  L.  \V.  Kedington, 
and  response  l)y  Hon.  liarnes  Frishie,  President  of  the  socie- 
ty :  histoi-ieal  address  hy  Henry  1  lall,  of  Putland  ;  poem  hy 
Henry  liipley  Dorr,  of  Kutland  ;  reminiscences  of  the  Rutland 
county  har  hy  Hon.  DaviiT  K.  Xicholson,  of  Kutland;  hio- 
gr:tphical  sketches  of  Putland  county  Senators  hy  S.  M.  Don', 
of  Ivutland:  a  sketch  of  the  old  Court  House  and  jail  at  Tin- 
mouth  hy  Seth  Phill!])s,  of  Tinniouth  ;  sketches  of  the  assist- 
ant fludges  of  the  liutland  ( 'ounly  ( \)urt  l)y  Hon.  J.  1*.  lirom- 
ley,  of  (  astleton  :  early  military  history  of  the  comity  hy  C. 
('ar[)enter,  of  Kutland;  history  of  Castleton  Medical  College 
hy  Dr.  danics  Saut'ord>  of  Ca^tleton;  i)oem  hy  H.  P>.  Spaf- 
t\)rd,  of  Clarendon. 

The  following  nained  gentlemen  htn'e  been  invited  to  deliv- 
er addresses  and  eontrii)ute  })apers  :  Hon.  A\'alter  C.  Dunton, 
of  Ivutland.  on  ••'i'he  Judges  of  the  Supreme  CouiT  Ke:?ident 
in  Kutland  County"  ;  Ilem-y  H.  Smith.  <>f  Kutland,  on  "The 
Karly  Couit  Kecords  and  County  Clerks";  Ceorgc^  H.  l>ea- 
man,  of  lJutland,  on  "The  Puhlic  MenandSome  of  the  1-^ai'ly 
hi'-t itutions"  ;  h'rancis  Slason,  of  A\'est  Kutland,  on  ••Banks 
and  liaidving"';  lion,  dohn  A.  Conanl,  of  I'rtmdon,  oji  "The 
Karly  Merchants  and  Manufactm-ers  in  the  Eastern  Part  of 
the  County*"  ;  Hon.  ^lerritt  Chirk,  of  Poultiiev,  on  ••The  Kar- 
ly Merchants  and  ]>u>iness  men  of  the  \\'estcrn  Part  of  the 
County";  Hon.  C.  S.  Colhurn,  of  Pittsford.  on  ••'i'lie  Fords 
at  l*ittsford";  George  \V.  Cha})lin,  of  Kutland,  oii  ••Kemin- 
iseences  of  the  Olden  Time";  Hon.  Hiel  HoUister,  of  Paw- 
h't,  on  Kemini.-eenees  of  iCarly  Times";  Joseph  doslin,  of 
Poul!ii<^y,,  on  ••'i  he  Fm-ly  Schoohria^l  e?-"  ;  Dr.  John  .M .  Cur- 
riei-,  of  Ca>tleton.  on  "The  Medical  I*rofession"  ;  A.  X.  Ad- 
ams, of  P'airhaven,  on  "The  History  und  Devcdopment  of  the 
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Slate  Intt'iTst"  :  L.  1>.  Smith,  of  Castlctoii,  on  ••Tiic  History 
of  Marhle":  John  (  \  \\'ill!ains,  of  Daiihy,  on  ^^Thc  Slu-ritrs 
of  Kiitlaiid  ( 'ouiity"  ;«» 1  )r.  Clinrlt's  \\\)0(1lioiise,  of  IviithiiKl, 
oil  ••The  ]*i'os[)eetive  Funire  of  Iviithnid  Coiiuty."' 

James  D.  lUitler,  LL.  1).,  of  ^fadison,  M'is.  ;  (  Jen.  IVnja- 
miii  Alvoi'd,  of  \Va>hinu1oii,  1>.  (\,  l\ev.  (leoru-e  X.  r>oard- 
nian,  1).  1).,  and  Col.  William  F.  Xiehols,  of  ( 'hieaijT)  ;  George 
Jones,  of  the  New  York  Times,  Gen.  Kdward  A.Merritt,  C'ol- 
leetor  of  New  'i\)rk,  Hon.  A.  M.  I^eard,  GolU'etor  of  Boston  : 
Hon.  A.  L.  .Miner,  of  Manehester,  Hon.  Daniel  Koherls,  of 
lUirlinuton,  IFon.  CJeorue  Harman.  of  Px-nninuto!!,  asid 
other  [)rominent  gentlemen,  natives  of  Rutland  eounty,  have 
been  invited  to  be  j-n-sc^nt. 

The  [)eople  of  every  toM  n  in  the  eounty  are  invited  to  eon- 
tribute  relies  of  any  kind — early  newspapers,  pamphlets  and 
books.  An  hour  \\'ill  l)e  ui\en  to  the  hi>toi"y  and  ex})hination 
of  the  relies.  ]*er^ons  [)resenting  I'elies  are  re(|uested  to 
write  out  a  history  of  them. 

Arrangements  ha\e  l)een  made  with  the  several  raili'oads 
for  fare  one  way. 

Let  the  peo[)le  of  the  eounty  of  Rutland  eome  and  oljserve 
this  })irlhday  in  our  history. 

After  several  uiore  notiees  of  th.e  celebration  ])ui)lished  in 
the  pa[)ers,  the  following  appeared  .March  3,  18<^1,  in  the 
Iiutland  Haruld  anJ  Globe:  • 

la  ri>AM)  coi  NTv  ei:NTi:.\.\rM. — a  sicckssi  rr.  ckleiuiation 

ANTK  l  I'/v'I  I  J). 

A  little  over  a  year  ago  the  IvUthmd  County  Historical  So- 
ciety was  organized.  I^ast  month  it  held  its  annu;d  meeting 
at  Castleton,  and  })resented  a  most  favorable  re[)ort  as  to  the 
standing  and  prospects  of  the  society.  This  society  .should 
be  maintained  and  supported.  Vermont  is  l)eginning  to  have 
a  history.  A  careful  record  of  the  [)ast  should  be  }»reserved. 
Tiiere  are  many  I'elics  and  hmdjuarks  an<l  narratives  of  llie 
past,  and  the  early  sL'tllers  of  this  county,  that  Vy'ould  be  lo' t 
to  [posterity  uidess  preserved  by  .-i>me  such  organization  as 
the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society. 
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To-iiU)iro\v  occurs  the  ccntoiiniMl  celebration  of  the  orgaii- 
izatiou  of  Rutland  county.  The  exerci^se.s  under  the  auspices 
of  this  society  will  be  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  conirnencinu-  at 
11  :00  A.  M.  It  is  expected  there  will  be  a  large  attendance 
from  adjoininii'  towns.  Numerous  interesting-  relics  will  ha 
exhibited,  some  of  which  have  been  seen  before. 

Interesting  letters  have  been  received  from  our  Congres- 
sional delegation,  from  Prof  J.ames  Davi'd  Butler,  of  A\'iscon- 
sin,  and  others.  Hon.  A.  M.  Beard,  United  States  Collec- 
tor at  Boston,  and  otln.'r  former  Vermont  boys  now  !-esi- 
dent  in  other  States,  will  lie  present.  Interesting  and  care- 
fully written- addresses  })ertaining  to  the  earlier  days  of  Kut- 
lan»l  county  will  be  delisered.  Many  facts  heretofore  un- 
known will  be  [)resented  regarding  Kutland  county  one  hun- 
dred yerus  ago. 

The  programme  for  the  occasion  was  also  issued  and  pub- 
lished, and  was  as  follows: 

iiUTLAXD  COrXTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

or.DEIv   nF  KXKItCISHS. 

>roRMN(i,  11  o'clock. 

1.  Prayer— 

l>y  liev.  J.  GuiSON  JoHNSO-V,  ]>.  D.,  of  Rutland. 
~.    ()])eiiing  Address — 

By  L  W.  tvEi)iN(;TOX,  Esi}.,  of  Rutland. 

)}.    Response —  , 

P>v  Hon.  RAiiXKs  FiasiJiK,  J'resident  of  Rutland  County  ili^ti.^rieal 
Soeit'ty. 

4.    Sketch  of  the  Old  Court  llousi-  and  dail  at  Tinujouth — 

By  SETit  PifU.LU's,  K<>{.,  of  rinnioutli. 

0.  Early  ^Idilary  History  of  ihe  County — 

By  Cykil  CAiiPENTEK,  of  Rutland. 

AFTKUXOOX,  2  o'clock. 

1.  Historieal  Address— 

By  Hf.xi:y  Hall,  Ks(].,  of  Rurlaiid. 

Poem — 

Bv  Henky  Ru'LEY  Douk,  of  Rutland. 
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3.  Early  Business  Men  of  Hut  land  County — 

By  Hon.  John  A.  Conant,  of  Orandon. 

4.  Reminiscences  of  the  Olden  Time — 

By  Geokge  W.  Chaplin,  Esq.,  of  Rutland. 
b.     History  of  Castleton  2vledical  College,  and  the  Medical  and  Scientitic 
ISocieties  of  Rutland  County — 

By  Dr.  John  M.  Cukkieu,  of  Castleton. 

6.  Railroads  and  Rutland  County — 

By  Hon,  Geokge  A.  Mekiiii.l,  of  Rutland. 

7.  Relic  Hour — History  of  the  Explanation  of  Relics  on  Exhibition. 

evening,  7  oYlui'k. 

1.  Biographical  Sketehes  of  Rutland  County  Senators — 

By  Hon.  S.       Dokk,  of  Rutland. 

2.  Reminiscences  of  the  Rutland  County  Bar — 

lU-  Hoii.  David  E.  Nicholson,  of  Rutland. 

8.  The  Ohl  Tavern  auil  its  Relation  to  the  People — 

l>y  Geokge  H.  Bea^iax,  llsq.,  of  Rutland. 

4.  Prospective  Future  of  Rutland  County — 

By  Dr.  Chakles  Woodiiouse,  of  Rutland. 

5.  ''Reminiscences  of  Early  Times'' — 

By  Hon  Hiel  Hollister,  of  Pawlet. 

6.  Sheriils  of  Rutland  County — 

By  John  C,  Willia^ms,  Esq.,  of  Danby. 

7.  l*oem — 

By  H.  B.  Si'AFJ'^OKD,  of  Clarendon. 

8.  Closino-  Exercises. 
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Rutland  County  Centennial. 


The  CentoiHiiiil  exeirises  were  held  in  the  Town  Mall  at 
Kuthmd.  and  were  opened  in  the  niornino-  of  INfareh  1,  IS.sl, 
at  11  o'eloek,  by  ITon.  ]>arnes  Frisbie,  President  of  the  Kut- 
huul  C'ounty  liislorieal  Soeiety.  Tlie  Kntland  cornet  l)and 
was  present  during  the  da\',  and  interspersed  its  tine  njiisic 
among  the  exercise^  of  the  occasion,  to  the  enjo\'nient  of  those 
in  attendance. 

oi^dtj:  of  KXKK'CIsES. 

Morning',  11  o\lock. 
After  a  prayer  i)y  Kev.  dames  Gibson  Johnson,  1).  D., 
Pastor  of  the  Ccmgregational  Church  of  Puthuid,  the  (ipening 
address  was  delivered  by  L.  AV.  Ivedington,  of  Rutland,  who 
spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  t^rcsidctd.  Ladies  ami  GcntleuLOi  : — 

A  noted  Avriter,  long  since  deceased,  says  "Time  is  the 
most  undetinnble,  }'et  paradoxical  of  things  ;  the  past  is  gone, 
the  future  is  not  yet  come,  and  the  [)resent  becomes -the  past 
even  while  we  attem])t  to  define  it,  and,  like  the  Hash  of  the 
lightning,  at  once  exists  and  expires..  Time  is  the  measurer 
t>f  all  things,  but  is  itself  immeasurable,  and  the  grand  dis- 
closer of  all  things,  but  is  itself  undisclosed.  Like  space,  it 
is  incomprehensible,  because  it  has  no  limits,  and  it  would  be 
still  more  so  if  it  had.'" 

The  hmnan  mind  c:ui  hardly  realize  the  tlight  of  time,  or 
compreheiivi  in  its  full  sco[)e  the  sig{iiii<  auce  of  even  a  hund- 
rc«l  years.  r>irths,  marri:iges  and  deaths  arc  the  allotment  v>f 
humanity  ;  these  constitute,  in  one  sense,  the  sum  total  of  ex- 
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istcnce.  And  so  it  is,  "One  generation  p.-issetli  away  and  an- 
other generation  cometli  :  l)iit  the  earth  abideth  forever." 
New  actors  continually  strut  before  the  scenes  in  the  drama 
of  lite,  while  others  pass  away  and  are  soon  forgotten.  The 
evanescent  shadows  of  the  past  come  Hitting  o'er  us  here  to- 
day, reminding  us  of  the  transitoriness  ot  all  things  human, 
and  that  we  too  must  soon  be  numbered  among  the  things  that 
were. 

One  hundred  vears  muo  our  sires  and  ii"i'andsires,  mifrratimx 
hitherward  from  adjacent  States  and  foreign  lands,  inhaling 
for  the  hrst  time  the  pel'fumed  l)reezes  peculiar  to  our  moim- 
taiu  dales  and  green  hillsides,  became  entranced  therein',  and 
located  in  the  fertile  vrdlcys  of  Kuthuid  county.  Then,  as 
now,  men  were  tilled  with  hope,  ambition,  disappointment; 
then,  as  no^v,  they  pursued  their  dail}'  avocations  in  the 
strugL::le  for  existence,  and  fulfilled,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
cree, their  duties  to  the  State,  family  tuid  Church.  These  ac- 
tors have  vanished  from  the  scene  ;  their  landmarks  remain  : 
the  results  of  their  labor,  industry  and  foresight  sur\'ive  ; 
their  lives,  consecrated  to  the  establishment  and  perpetuation 
of  the  great  princi})les  underlying  the  superstructure  of  our 
political  institutions,  are  ever  before  us.  Let  us  educe  valu- 
able lessons  frcun  this  retrospective  study. 

"We  have  assembled  here  to  connnemorate  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  Rutland  ( ounty.  Casting 
aside  our  daily  tasks  and  vocations  for  the  non«"e,  we  are  here 
to  retiect  upon  and  do  honor  to  the  })ast.  The  [)erformance 
of  a  most  pleasant  duty  is  assigned  to  me  on  this  occjision. 
Hence,  in  behalf  of  the  local  interests  heiv  re[)resented,  allow 
me  tirst  of  all  to  extend  the  tiianks  of  all  interested  to  the 
Rutland  County  Historical  Society'  and  its  olHcers  for  the  orig- 
ination and  execution  of  this  celebration.  Such  a  society 
is  of  incalculable  value  to  ourselves,  and  its  t)reservalion 
should  be  guaranteed  for  the  benetit  of  posterity.  And  again 
permit  me,  re[)resentini:' I'Otii  the  Historical  Society  ;u\d  th.ose 
now  resilient  in  Rull.-uid  countj',  lo  oxiend  tlie  cordial  greet- 
ina's  and  henrty  wele(j;ne  of  ns  all  to  those  who  once  resided 
in  our  midst,  but  now  sojourn  in  other  climes.    Cnto  all 
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such,  luid  unto  tiW  guests  and  visitors  here  to-day,  we  open 
our  hearts  and  homes,  and  liive  warm  o;reetin<2,"  in  the 
midst  of  mutual  eongratuhitions  over  our  eonunon  ancestiy, 
our  common  country,  and  our  common  adoration  for  onv  Al/na 
Mater ;  at  her  shrine  we  come  to  burn  our  incense  and  depos- 
it our  laurel  wreaths.  Wheresoe'er  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
man  may  roam,  there  is  no  spot  so  dear  as  the  place  of  Ins 
birth  and  his  carl}'  experiences  ;  in  the  turmoil  of  life  his 
thoughts  constantly  chister  around  that  spot,  htdlowed  by  a 
thou sa n d  reminiscences. 

Our  ancestors  found  this  county  a  wilderness — beautiful, 
'tis  true,  in  all  the  adornments  of  nature,  but  uncultivated, 
sparsely  inhabite<l,  juhI  undeveloped  by  the  hai»d  of  la.bor. 
We  gaze  to-day  on  the  same  vesture  of  natural  beauty  ;  we 
draw  inspiration  from  the  same  fragrant  breezes  as  of  old  ; 
we  reside  among  tlie  same  '\gr(^en  tields  und  silent  glens,"  by 
the 

'*W;ir])ling-  \vo(iill;)nt]^.  the  resouiHliiii;-  shore. 
The  pomp  of  proves  and  <>:iriiiture  of  fields /" 

Yet  instead  of  a  solitude  almost  unknown  to  mim,  we  now. 
behold  this  county  tbickl>'  p()|)ulated  and  sending  its  [)roduc- 
tions  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth.  A\'ithin  its  con- 
tines  dwell  a  })eo[)le  as  tirm,  steadfast  and  unc()n( p.ieraide  as 
the  nM>untains  about  them,  'fhe  fu'iu-Iiouses  ot"  New  Eng- 
land have  sent  forth  a  large  portion  of  the  brains  und  men  of 
the  times.  Go  where  you  will  over  the  broad  face  of  our 
l:md,  aiul  }'ou  will  titid  New  Englanders,  with  the  siu'roundings, 
teachmgs  and  influences  of  their  native  realm  indd'fAn  stamp- 
ed upon  tlieir  actions  and  doings  in  their  new  abode  ;  and 
with  pride  we  recall  the  f  ict  that  Rutland  county  has  bu-nished 
her  (juota  in  the  past  one  hundred  years  of  distinguished  men 
for  the  nation. 

Let  us  see  to  it  we  so  act  that  1  Jut  land  county  may  give  a 
good  acc(^unt  ot'  herself  one  hundred  years  hence,  in  the  cel- 
ebration by  those  yet  unborn  of  the  second  centennial  of  tln^ 
» ^iV-'mizalioM  ol'the  e()nnty. 

In  I'esponse  to  the  operiing  nddfcss,  Hon.  Harnes  Frisbie 
ma<le  a  fe^v'  interesting  remarks,  in  which  he  gave  a  brief 
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sketch  of  tlie  fonii.-ition  of  tlie  IlistojL'ical  Society,  stating  thtit 
what  the  society  proposed  to  do  would  be  indicated  in  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  day.  lie  also  said  that  there  were  some  local 
histories  of  towns,  but  none  of  the  county,  and  it  was  chiefly 
for  the  purpose  of  gathering  materials  for  such  a  history  that 
the  society  was  laboring. 

A  sketch  of  the  old  Court  House  and  jail  at  Tinaiouth, 
written  by  Seth  Philh'ps,  Esq.,  of  Tinmouth,  was  next  read. 
It  was  as  follows  : 

The  county  of  Kutland  was  organized  Feln-uary  IG,  1781. 
The  town  of  Tinmouth  was  selected  as  the  Shire  town,  be- 
cause of  its  then  central  location  in  reference  to  population, 
as  well  as  its  being  the  residence  of  the  attorneys  nt  hiw  and 
prominent  men  of  the  county — the  Chipmans,  Royce,  Smith, 
]\[arvin,  and  otliers — and  was  continued  as  the  county  seat  un- 
til its  removal  to  Kutland. 

The  inn  of  Solomon  Bingham,  located  on  the  East  road, 
called  the  Tinmouth  Hats,  one  mile  east  of  the  present  meet- 
ing house  in  Tinmouth,  on  the  east  side  of  the  highwa}',  was 
used  as  the  county  Court  House.  It  was  l)uilt  of  logs,  one 
story  in  height,  and  about  40  feet  in  length,  A  well 
which  stood  near  it  is  to  be  seen  at  this  day.  The  family  oc- 
cupied one  room  and  the  courts  were  held  in  the  bar  room, 
which  sutHced  to  acconunodate  all  the  attendants  U[wjn  the 
courts  of  those  early  da3's.  The  jury  retired  to  the  log  barn 
standing  near,  for  consultation.  In  this  house  was  also  held 
the  tirst  county  election,  one  hundred  years  ago  this  day. 

The  jail  was  also  built  of  logs.  located  about  a,  mile  north 
of  the  Court  House,  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads  from 
Tinmouth  village  with  the  East  road,  on  the  north  side,  on 
the  line  between  l)u]er  Waldo's  farm  and  the  Spatford  farm, 
which  was  Iv'ept  by  my  father,  Cha<l  Phiiri[)s.  The  jail  was 
about  15  feet  from  the  hotel.  When  I  tirst  came  to  Tinmouth, 
in  1814,  a  boy  ir>  years  of  age,  the  jail  had  been  removed, 
with  the  exi-e{)tion  ol*  ;i  te\v  of  tite  posts,  \\*hi<-li  were  stand- 
ing witii  mortices  in  them  for  ])a.>sing  in  timber.  r»uler  \\  al- 
do  t(>ld  ma  that  he  was  tlie  keep<'r  of  the  jail  ami  had  a  blan- 
ket hung  up  as  a  door,  which  would  prove  a  very  imsafe  re- 
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ceptticle  of  pi:ir?oner8  at  the  present  day.  This  is,  in  brief,  a 
description  of  these  early  county  buildings. 

The  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  county  was  Hon.  Increase 
INIosely,  of  Clarendon,  a  man  of  staid  mien  and  sttitely  form. 
He  was  a  native  of  Connecticut — a  i^raduate  of  Yale  College 
— a  hiwyer,  and  had  been  a  Judge  in  his  native  State.  He 
wore  in  Court  the  old  fashioned  powdered  wig,  and  the  first 
Assistant  Judge,  Hon.  Ebenezer  Marvin,  wore  a  cocked  hat  in 
court.  Mr.  Marvin  afterward  removed  to  Franklin  county, 
an<l  was  elected  the  tirst  Judge  of  that  county. 

There  were  but  few  roads  in  those  days,  and  the  Judges, 
jurors  and  witnesses  had  to  travel  to  the  county  seat  either  on 
foot  or  on  horseback.  From  the  west  side  of  the  county 
those  attending  court  were  compelled  to  pick  their  way  by 
means  of  blazed  or  marked  trees. 

This  is  but  a  faint  picture  of  the  earlj^  county  buildings  and 
courts  in  Rutland  county,  but  it  may  serve  as  a  sim})le  recoi'd, 
that  future  generations  may  know  the  vicissitudes  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  county,  who  planted  so  firnd}' and  well  the  in- 
stitutions we  now  enjoy,  and  gave  a  heroic  character  to  our 
then  independent  mountain  conunonwealtli, 

Cyril  Car[>enter,  of  Ruthmd,  was  next  introduced,  and 
read  the  following  article,  on  the  early  military  history  of  the 
county  : 

Mr.  FrcsiJcnt,  Ladles  and  GeniUmen  : 

Having  been'  requesled  to  pre})are  a  p.'iper  u[)on  the  cnrlj' 
military  history  of  the  county,  and  June  trainings  cspedalhj, 
for  the  occasion  of  this  county  centennial  celebration,  J  would 
reply  in  the  language  of  Col.  ^liller,  when  asked  if  he  could 
take  a  certain  i)attery,  ''I  will  try ^  sirj^ 

The  early  military  history  of  this  county  is  so  hdimafehj 
interwoven  v/ith  the  events  outside  and  throughout  the  State, 
that  to  obtain  certain  facts  it  may  be  necessary  to  overstep 
its  boundarios- 

\\\  order  to  obtain  a  correct  idea  of  the  \>rmont  militia, 
an<l  Jun»'  trainiiiii's,  eti;.,  \\'e  must  allow  our  imaginations  to  go 
back  to  the  days  of  our  boyhood,  when  we  were  wont  to  look 
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upon  a  military  officer,  in  his  shining-  uniform,  with  his  silver 
laced  coat,  golden  epaulets,  cocked  hat,  dancing"  plume,  scar- 
let sash  and  burnished  sword,  very  much  as  did  the  astonish- 
ed natives  when  the  gayly  dressed  Spanish  soldier,  on  his 
richly  caparisoned  horse,  first  landed  on  their  shoies,  sup- 
posing l)oth  man  and  horse  to  l)e  one. 

'Sly  first  knowledge  of  military  affairs  was  obtained  in  my 
native  town — Ira.  Though  the  longest  town  in  the  county, 
it  has  the  shortest  name.  The  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  mi- 
litia on  training  days,  when  warned  to  appear  armed  and 
equipped  as  the  law  directed,  witli  musket,  knapsack,  cart- 
ridge box,  priming  wire  and  brush,  with  two  spare  Hints — no 
breech  loaders  in  those  d.'iys — -wns  at  tlte  inn  of  Capt.  Daniel 
Graves,  whose  sign  was  a  bull's  head,  suspended  between  two 
posts  about  2t)  feet  high. 

The  Captain  wms  not  only  a  popular  tavern  keeper  of  his 
day,  but  an  energetic  business  man,  carrying  on  tanning, 
shoe  making,  manufacturing  hats,  and  an  ashory. 

This  was  the  center  of  attraction,  not  onh^  on  training  day, 
but  for  other  public  gatherings.  Here,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  June,  paraded  the  militia  company,  for  the  annual  inspec- 
tion of  arms,  military  drill,  etc.,  with  tife  and  drum  "To  stir 
tlie  blood  find  move  the  arm."  The  election  of  officers  took 
place  here,  which  was  usually  done  l)y  marching 'the  company 
b\'  the  connnissioned  officers,  seated  around  a  bass  driun  for 
a  table,  as  tellers,  when  the  honored  one  would  come  to  the 
center,  doff  his  chrrpeaa,  and,  witli  that  stereotyped  s])eech, 
"Gentlemen,  officers  and  fellow  s<^ldiers,"  etc,  either  accept 
or  decline  the  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

Not  oidy  was  the  militia  here  on  training  days,  for  it  was 
the  holy  day  of  holy  days,  but  the  old  and  the  young  wove 
here,  the  boys  with  their  gingerbread — though  Wendell  Phil- 
lips, it  is  said,  claims  its  mamifacture  is  now  among  the  lost 
;xrts — and  occasionally  an  old  Kcvolutionary  soldier,  whose  pat- 
riotism ha.d  caught  lii-e  from  th(»  tife  and  drum,  or  from  the 
tire  bottled  up  in  the  otiiccrs'  (|ii:iricrs,  and  all  Icu  in--  a  goo^l 
tinie,  old  soldiers  living  over  ngain  days  gono  ]»y. 

Certain  customs  w^ere  {)racticcd  in  tlu^sc  days  worthy  of 
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mention,  viz.,  the  waking  up  of  officers  on  the  morning  of 
June  training,  when  a  squad,  or  platoon  of  the  yoimg  and 
ardent  soldiery  would  at  a  very  early  hour  present  them- 
selves at  the  officers'  door  with  muskets  surcharged,  when 
bang!  otf  goes  a  morning  salute.  The  otKcers  soon  appeared 
and  invited  them  in  to  take  something  to  druik.  TIiq  bever- 
iiixe  was  usuallv  on  these  occasions  a  decanter  of  St.  Croix 
or  Old  Jamaica,  well  spiced  with  cherries  or  lemons.  Some- 
times both  the  muskets  and  those  who  handled  them  would  be- 
come overcharged,  when  of  course  something  would  ^*bust" 
— explode.  To  become  a  little  exhilarated  on  these  occasions 
was  thought  to  be  no  sin.  The  title  of  Captain,  Colonel,  or 
General,  once  attached  to  a  man's  name,  was  as  tirndy  lixed 
as  that  of  l^mperor. 

It  appears  that  the  military  spirit  of  Vermont  existed  long 
ere  it  was  regularly  organized  by  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
was  really  the  right  arm  of  the  Council  of  Safety  during  those 
dark  days  when  the  State  of  Vermont  was  struggling  for 
existence,  fur  life,  for  independence,  with  cannon  to  right  of 
them,  with  cannon  to  left  of  them,  with  cannon  in  front  of 
them,  and  cannon  in  rear.  Or,  to  change  the  language,  Avith 
New  York  to  the  right  of  them,  New  Iiam})shire  to  the  left 
of  them,  Massachusetts  in  front,  and  Canada  and  Congress  in 
the  re;ir.  Yet,  like  the  brave  six  hundred  of  the  Immortal 
Light  Brigade,  onward  she  marched,  not  into  the  jaws  of 
death,  but  to  victory  and  inde})endence. 

A\'ith  such  a  band  of  patriots  as  those  who  composed  the 
Green  Mountain  boys,  with  a  righteous  cause,  and  such  men 
to  lead  as  Ethan  Allen,  Seth  \Yarner  and  General  Stark, 
and  such  men  for  couiicil  ;is  Ira  Allen,  Remember  I >aker,  and 
the  Hon.  Benjamin  Carperiter,  defeat  was  impossible,  success 
sure.  It  is  recorded  of  the  lion.  Benjamin  Carpenter,  that 
he  crossed  the  Green  Mountains  on  foot,  by  marked  trees, 
with  his  knapsack  on  his  back,  and  three  days'  rations,  to  at- 
tend a  convention  at  ( \^phas  Kent's,  in  Dorset,  to  devise 
ways  :intl  mcnns  to  niisc  liitn  and  money  to  carry  on  the  war. 
'i  hest^  heroes,  though  st igniatiz'^d  b\'  their  enemies  as  rioters 
and  instigators  of  mobs,   have  left  their  record  written  in 
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blood  on  the  ]).ittle  fields  of  Ilubbjiidton,  Bennington,  Stillwat- 
er and  Saratoira.  Their  fame  is  as  endurinii*  as  the  everlast- 
ing  mountains.  A  certain  author  has  remarked  that  that 
man  is  little  to  be  envied  whose  patriotism "  would  not  gain 
force  on  the  plains  of  Marathon,  or  whose  piety  would  not 
grow  warm  among  the  ruins  of  lona.  And  Vermont  is  not 
lacking  for  examples  to  stimulate  the  military  spirit  of  her 
sons,  for  there  is  not  on  record  a  people  who  so  struggled 
for  independence  and  free  government  with  such  determined 
foes  on  ever}'  side  of  her,  and  tories  and  traitors  within 
Congress  ever  jealous  of  her,  and  yet  maintaining  her  inde- 
pendence, and  at  the  same  time  furnishing  men  and  money 
to  help  on  the  general  government  against  a  foreign  foe.  The 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  offering-  larire  sums  of 
money  for  the  heads  of  sucli  hei-oes  as  Allen  and.  Warner, 
who  wonders  that  the  condign  punishment  of  the  Beccfi  Seal 
was  administered  by  the  direction  of  the  Council  of  .Safety 
and  Ethan  AHen^  or  that  occasionally  a  tory  in  the  interest 
of  New  York  was  tnade  to  face  the  catamount  skin,  (the  sign 
of  the  Green  ^Mountain  tavern  in  Bennington)  (with  12  cata- 
mounts inside).  Benjamin  Hough,  who  took  his  written  re- 
ceipt for  his  folly  from  Kthaii  Allen  and  Scth  A\'arn(^r,  was 
formerl}'  a  resident  of  Clai'c^ndon. 

The  manner  \\\  which  they  dealt  with  traitoi-s  in  those  days 
might  servo  for  a  lesson  of  more  modern  times. 

The  tirst  public  execution  in  \^n'mont  was  for  Idfjli  treason. 
One  David  Uedding  was  tried  hy  the  Council  of  Saf»'t}%  and 
convicted  by  a  jury  of  six  men,  and  sentenced  to  1)0  hung  June 
4th,  1778.  The  Council  i^(  SaCety  discovering  tluit  the  con- 
viction was  irregultir,  ordered  the  execution  poslponed  until 
anew  trial  was  given,  that ,  to  l)e  leg:d,  caj^ital  punishment 
must  h;ive  a  jury  of  twcl\(^  www,  Coun<'il  of  Safety  by 

order  of  the  G(>vt'rn()r  grant c<l  a  new  trial,  aiul  liedding  was 
hung  June  11th,  177<S,  ICthan  Alleii  a(  t  ing  as  Static's  Attorney, 
l>v  a})}>oiiitnh'nt  of  the  ( io\ernor  and  Council.  Ib^-e  is  where 
Ethan  Alh-K  induetMl  t'le  er«)W'l,  uiu.)  !ind  a^scniiMiMi  to  src 
Redding  hung,  to  go  peaeenbl}'  to  tlt<  ii'  homes  and  conic  agiiiu 
on  the  d;iy  tixecl  for  his  execution,  and  tiiey  should  see  some- 
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l)()(ly  limig;  if  Redding  was  not  hung  he  woidd  he  hung  him- 
self. 

I  will  insert  all  of  tliose  spirited  lines,  whieh  very  happily 
ex])ress  the  sentiments  of  the  Vermontcrs  during  that  try- 
ing period,,  viz  ; 

Ho,  all  to  the  bprders,  A^ermonters  come  down. 

With  your  bi-eoches  of  depr>kin  and  jackets  of  browu, 

Witli  your  red  woolen  caps  and  moccasins,  come 
To  gatheriiiii;  summons  of  trum]>et  and  drum. 

Does  Old  P.ay  State  threaten,  does  con^^ress  Comj)lain? 

Swarms  Hampshire  in  Ai-ms  on  our  borders  a_i;;ain? 
Bark  the  war  do2^s  of  Pn'itain  aloud  on  the  Lake? 

Let  'em  come,  what  they  can  "th<!y  are  welcome  to  take. 

.  Come  York,  or  come  Hampshire,  come  traitors.or  knaves; 
If  ye  ruleo"'er  our  land,  ye  shall  rale  o'er  our  ^'uves; 
Our  vow  is  recorded,  our  banner  unfurhul 

]u  the  name  of  Vermont  we  defy  all  the  world! 

It  may  1)0  interesting  and  serve  to  show  how  the  people 
obtained  their  supplies  in  those  days  by  giving  a  eopy  of  the 
first  act  on  record  of  the  Council  of  Safety^  Bennington,  Aug- 
ust 15,  1777.  The  day  previous  to  the  Bennington  battle  the 
following  was  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  tlie  Cotmcil  of 
Safety,  Williamstown  : 

Siii: — Yon  are  hereby  desired  to  foward  to  tliis  pkaoe,  by  exprCvSS,  all 
the  lead  you  can  possil)1y  collect  in  yonr  vicinity-,  us  it  is  expicted  every 
minute?  an  action  w^ill  commence  between  our  troojis  and  the  enemies, 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  this  ])lace,  .and  the  ]*\ad  will  positivtdy  be 
needed.  <  ^       Paul  Spoon Sccrelan/. 

SOME   EVENTS   OF   1  777  ADVANCE   OF  GENF.IIAL  P.URGOYNE  

TICONDEKOGA  AlVVN  I  )0\ EI)  15V  THE  AMEUIGAXS  I'.ATTEE  OF 

Hrr.BAKDTOX,  ETC. 

June  21st,  1777,  Biirgoyne  laiuh^l  his  army  on  the  west 
side  of  Lake  Champiain,  at  the  moutli  of  the  river  Boquet,  in 
the  present  town  of  Willsi){)i-ough,  X.  Y.  Here  he  was  joined 
b^'  four  or  five  hnndriMl  Indians.  (hmkm-mI  Schuyler,  then  in 
eonunand  of  the  iinr! li^rn  ib^pnrt ukmiI  of  iho  Xuivr'n-nn  Army 
havinu'  e\amine<l  \hv  woi'ks  ;it  Tironderoga,  left  the  comujand 
of  this  post  to  General  St.  Clair,  and  retiu'iied  to  Fort  Ed- 
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ward.  On  the  ol'  fliine  the  onciiiy  advanced  toward  Ti- 
conderoga  and  encani[)ed  on  both  sides  of  the  lake,  a])Out  tour 
miles  from  the  American  lines.  The  next  day  their  whole 
army  and  tleet  advanced  and  took  their  position  just  out  of 
reach  of  the  American  cannon.  On  the  second  day  of  July 
a  party  of  five  hundred  of  the  enemy  under  Cai)tain  Fraser, 
attacked  the  American  pickets,  and  forced  them  to  retire.  At 
the  same  time  tlie  ri^ht  wing  of  the  Bi'itish  army  moved  up 
and  took  possession  of  Mount  Hope.  St.  Clair  supposing  an 
assault  was  intended  ordered  his  men  to  conceal  themselves 
behind  the  [)arapets,  nnd  reserve  their  tire.  Eraser's  jvarty 
probaI)ly  deceived  as  to  the  real  position  of  the  American 
works,  continued  to  advance,  when  an  American  stddier  dis- 
charged his  musket  and  the  whole  line  arose  and  lired  a  vol- 
ley. The  artillery  following  his  example  without  orders,  the 
fire  wns  made  at  random  and  the  effect  was  the  enemy  escaped 
under  cover  of  the  smoke.  On  the  fourth  day  of  Jn\y,  Gen- 
eral lUngoyne  issued  a  proclamation  designed  to  spread  terror 
among  the  Americans,  I'nll  of  bombast  which  only  disgusted 
the  Americans,  promising,  like  one  of  old,  great  things  if  they 
would  only  come  and  hum))le  themselves  at  his  feet. 

St.  Clair,  sensible  that  he  could  not  sustain  a  regular  siege, 
called  a  council  of  war,  by  which  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  a  retreat  should  be  attempted.  Accordingly  about  2 
o'clock  at  night,  on  the  lUh  of  fJuly,  General  St.  Clair,  with 
the  garrison,  left  Ticondero^^a,  the  troops  on  Mt.  Independ- 
ence were  put  in  motion,  and  the  haggage,  provisions  and 
stores,  so  far  as  practicable,  emi)arked  on  board  200  bat- 
teaux  and  despatched  under  live  armed  gallies  to  Skeensbor- 
ough,  Whitehall,  while  the  main  body  of  the  arniy  proceeded 
by  land  on  the  route  throngh  Ilnbbardton  and  Ciistleton. 
About  4  o'clock  the  rear  of  the  Americans  left  Mt.  Independ- 
ence, and  were  brought  olf  by  Colonel  Francis  in  good  or- 
der. AVhen  tlie  troops  arrived  at  Ilubbardton  they  were 
halted  for  near  two  hours.  Here  the  rear  guard  were  put 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Seth  ^\'a^ner.  with  orders  to  fol- 
low the  army  as  soon  as  those  wlio  had  been  left  behind 
came  up. 
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St.  Cliiiv  then  prOceodod  to  Castleton,  leaving  Warner 
with  the  rear  liuard  and  straga*l<3rs  at  Hiibbardton.  The  re- 
treat of  the  Americans  from  Ticonderoga  was  no  sooner  per- 
ceived than  General  Fraser,  with  the  light  troops,  pursued, 
followed  hy  General  Itiedsel.  Fraser  continued  the  pursuit 
during  the  day,  and  learning  that  the  American  army  was 
not  fai'  otf,  ordered  his  men  to  lie  there  upon  their  arms. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  July  he  renewed  the 
pursuit,  and  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  commenced  an 
atta<.'k  upon  the  Americans  under  Warner.  AVarner  s  force  con- 
sisted of  his  own  regiment  and  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Fran- 
cis and  Hale.  Hale,  with  his  regiment,  fearful  of  the  result,  re- 
tired, with  his  regiment,  leaving  Wanierand  Fr;incis  \yith  only 
seven  or  eight  hundred  men  to  dispute  the  progress  of  the  ene- 
my. The  contlicl  was  fierce  and  bloody.  Colonel  Francis  fell  at 
tfie  head  of  his  regiment,  lighting  with  great  resolution  and 
bravery.  Colonel  Warner,  well  su[)ported  by  his  officers  and 
mei),  charo;ed  the  enemy  with  such  impetuosity  that  they 
•  were  thrown  into  disorder,  and  at-  tirst  gave  way.  They 
however  soon  recovered,  and  with  the  re-inforcement  under 
General  Reidsel,  which  was  now  brought  into  action,  forced 
the  Americai\s  to  retire  from  the  Held,  being  overpo^vered  in 
numbers  and  exliausted  by  fatigue.  The  whole  American 
loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prisoners  was  3l^4,  of  whom 
about  30  were  killed.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  183.* 

After  the  battle  "Warner  with  his  usual  perseverance  collect- 
ed his  scattered  and  diminished  troops,  and  conducted  them 
safely  to  Fort  Edward.  Colonel  Warner  was  soon  "heard 
from  at  ^lanchester,  and  at  l>ennington  on  the  niemoralde 
h)th  of  August,  1777,  where  he  had  opportunity,  and  did,  re- 
venge himself  for  being  over[)owered  at  llubbardton. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  relate  some  of  the  correspond- 
ence l)etween  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Vermont  and  the  Gov- 

*KUi:in  Allen  s;ij  by  the  con r<<s~!nn  ot' i luMi*  own  olTicois  while  li<'  was  a  prisoner 
in  Ku^'hinil,  w:<>  -'ax)  kilU'«l,  s;i\  luri  ii.-i-  1  !i:'t  t  ti.-y  oMinihiuu'd  Ihru  the  A  nicri- 
i-.»nsto(»k  si;jrlit  :if  UubbjuvSton.  v.liifli  sci  in.s  fo  onic  willi  ;in  ill  ;4v:u-e  after  lun  inL:- 
niaile  an  alliiiiicc  Willi  uuii  oi- live  limuii-cil  ^^ava,^:l•s  with  Uieir  toriiuliawks  .ind 
&c:ili>ing  kuivcs,  for  u  nation  boiistiug  civilized  waituro. 
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ernor  of  New  lT;iuip.sliiiT,  which  roriulted  in  the  iii;irch  of  the 
troops  under  Genenil  Stark  to  r>ennington  and  the  memora- 
ble victory  of  the  ir>th  of  August,  1777,  by  which  the  tirst 
check  was  given  to  the  invading  army  under  Burgoync. 

The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  then  sit- 
ting in  Manchester,  July  15,  1777,  through  their  Secretary, 
Ira  Allen,  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mechech  Wearc, 
President  of  the  State  of  New  Ilamyshire  :  . 

Gentlemen'. — Tliis  State  seems  to  be  at  ])roscnt  the  object  of  dc.striic- 
tioD.  By  the  suLTOiulei-  ot  tlie  fortre-rS  of  Ticomlero^a  a  comiiiuuication 
is  opeiif d  to  the  ilefenceloss  inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  etc.,  and  unless 
we  can  liave  the  assistance  of  our  friends  it  appears  that  it  will  soon  be 
out  of  the  power  of  this  State  to  maintain  its  territory,  notwithstanding  . 
the  inhabitants  are  disposal  to  defend  their  liberties. 

ExETEij,  duly  19,  1777. 

The  following  communication  from  Mechech  Weare,  Pres- 
ident of  New  Hampshire,  was  received  in  reply  : 

ToTk.v  Allen. — Ycmrs  of  the  15th  instant  received.  We  had  previ- 
ously thereto  determined  to  send  assistance  to  3'Our  State.  They  have 
now  determined  a  quarter  part  of  the  militia  of  12  rei^iments  shall  be 
immediatt'ly  drauijhted,  formed  into  tliree  battalions  under  command  of 
Brigadier  Gen.  John  Stark,  and  forthwith  start  into  your  State.  Orders  are 
now  issuinir,  and  dependence  is  made  that  they  will  be  supplied  witli 
provisions  in  your  State  in  l^ehalf  of  the 

Council  of  Safetv. 

This  shows  that  h()\\'ever  small  diil'erences  exist  in  our 
country  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  tiiey  immediately 
sink  into  insignificance  when  a  foreign  foe  encroaches  or  in- 
vades the  soil. 

Among  the  patriotic  members  of  the  assembly  of  New 
Hampshire  who  signali/ed  themselves  on  the  occasion  of  this 
gloomy  juncture  was  one  John  Langdon,  who  says  viz.  : 
have  tln-ee  thousand  dollars  in  hard  mone\^ ;  I  will  pledge  my 
plate  for  three  thousand  more  :  I  have  seventy  hogsheads  of 
Tobago  rum  which  shall  be  sold  for  the  most  it  will  bring. 
These  are  at  the  service  of  the  State.  If  we  succeed  I  may 
be  rennmenited  ;  if  not  it  v.  ill  he  of  no  value  to  me."  The 
result  of  this  assistmice  Avas  soon  felt  at  r>ennington. 

I  will  relate  one  anecdote  of  Matthew  Lyon,  whose  novel 
manner  of  swearing  was  peculiar.    He  having  been  sold,  to 
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pay  his  ptissuge  from  Ireland  to  Connecticut  was  redeemed  hy 
a  gentleman  in  Connecticut  hy  a  pairof  hulls,  who  ever  after- 
wards swore  hy  the  two  hulls  that  redeemed  him. 

It  has  heen  said  that  when  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the 
State  of  Vermont  was  devising  ways  and  means  to  raise  mon- 
ey to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  [)ay  and  equip 
their  soldiers  that  they  left  the  prohlem  for  Ira  Allen  to  solve. 
When,  after  mature  deliheration,  he  announced  to  the  Council 
that  the  i)roperty  of  tories,  aiders  and  ahettors  of  the  ene- 
my, hoth  real  and  personal,  he  contlscated,  sold,  and  the  ef- 
fects useil  for  the  military  defence  thereof,  Matthew  Lyon 
arose,  and  swearing  hy  the  two  hulls  that  redeemed  him,  said 
'-The  child  is  horn,  Mr.  President;  I  have  heen  in  douht 
till  now.  1  can  see  -at  a  glance  how  the  matter  can  he  ac- 
com[)lished.'' 

While  we  feel  an  honest  pride  in  the  military  spirit  of  the 
early  })atriots  of  Vermont,  1  venture  to  relate  an  incident 
which  occurred  in  my  nativ'c  town,  Ira,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
temher,  1<S14,  Sun<lay,  during  Divine  worship.  A  herald  ar- 
rived from  Plattshurgh,  walked  into  church  in  the  midst  of 
the  sermon,  and  announced  that  I'lattshuriih  was  heini*' invad- 
ed  \)y  Governor  Pi'ovosi's  army  from  Canada,  and  that  he 
was  advancing  on  Lake  Cham[)lain,  and  that  the  hattle  had 
conunenced  and  called  for  vohmteers.  The  meeting  was  im- 
medititely  dismissed,  the  clrum  heat  for  vohanteers,  and  some- 
thing like  2«*)  men  enlisted  inmiediat(dy  from  Ira  and  Claren- 
don. I  could  name  several  of  them,  n^t  all.  Early  the  next 
morning  they  started  for  the  seat  of  war.  iNly  father,  Capt. 
Wilson  Cariienter,  went  with  his  team  to  convey  them,  and 
my  eldest  in-other,  a  lad  of  L),  went  as  drummer.  When 
arriving  at  \'ergemies,  learning  that  the  hattle  was  over,  and 
the  victory  won,  they  returned  home.  This  hattle  settled  tlie 
(juestion  whether  "Yankee  Doodle"  couhl  i)e  whistled  on  Lake 
Chaniplain  or  not. 

The  lirst  act  for  forming  and  regulating  the  militia  of  \'er- 
niont.  was  passed  at  tlie  assenihly  holden  in  l>emiington,  Feh- 
ruary  11,  1771),  viz.  :  That  the  militia  companies  of  this  vState 
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shall  be  lorined  in  rogiiuentg.  The  number  of*  regiments  tit 
this  period  was  five. 

At  the  October  session  in  Bennington,  1780,  they  passed 
an  act  for  procuring  provisions  for  the  troops  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  service  of  th^  State  for  the  year  ensuing,  viz.  :  That 
there  be  72,7n1  pounds  good  beef,  3(),;)8!>  pounds  salt  pork. 
280,30*.)  pounds  good  merchantable  Avheattlour,  3,008  1)us!jels 
rye  and  6,125  bushels  corn  collected  from  the  respective  towns 
of  the  State. 

I  herewith  present  some  military  incidents  gathered  from 
the  recollection  of  one  of  our  aged  and  most  worthy  citizens, 
George  11.  Cha[)lain,  as  follows  :  Clarendon  light  infantry 
was  organized  at  an  early  day.  Col.  Xathanicl  Cniry,  of 
Clarendon,  was  among  the  first  who  had  conujiand  of  the 
company.  lie  was  soon  succeeded  by  liufus  Parker.  Tliom- 
as  Tower  was  in  command  about  the  year  1811  or  1812. 
Others  in  conmumd  of  the  ccnnpany  were  Jolm  Bowmtui,  Ira 
Seward,  Green  Arnold,  Ruel  Parker,  Gersham  Cheney  and 
perhaps  others.  The  com[)any  was  ultimatelv  dis])anded. 
Shrewsbury  artillery  was  organized  al)Out  1808-10.  First 
Capt.  Israel  Bnlch,  succeeded  by  Moses  Perkins,  Pearl  Par- 
ker, Harry  Idolden,  and  others.  This  company  carried  a 
French  six  pounder  ;  c-om[),any  disbanded  many  years  ago. 
About  1821  W^u'ncr  C.  Carr,  Pliny  Parker,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, to  the  number  of  fourteen,  were  organized  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  ^'llnion.  Military  lUuid,"  most  of  its  mem- 
bers residing  in  the  town  of  Clarendon,  and  connected  with 
the  3d  regiment,  2d  Urigade  and  2d  division  of  the  militia  of 
Vermont,  Pliny  Parker  leader:  instructors,  Moulton,  of  Cas- 
tleton,  and  Hooker,  of  Poultney.  This  band  carried  the  fol- 
lowing instruments  :  one  bugle,  four  clarionets,  two  (ierman 
fiutes,  two  octaves,  two  violins,  two  bassoons,  a  bass  drum 
and  triangle.  After  a  few  years  this  band  was  scattered  and 
disbanded.  The  com[)anies  above  described  were  well  vmi- 
forme<l.  The  general  ofiicers  seen  on  the  parade  grounds  in 
East  Kutland  in  early  times  were  Perry  G.  Ladd,  Generals 
Orms,  Itobiuson,  Joiia's  Clark,  Chiirles  Iv.  ^Viiliains  and  oth- 
ers.   A  "squadrdu  of  cavalry  from  each  of  the  three  regiments 
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in  liUtland  county,  under  the  command  of  iMnjor  l>;irn;ird 
Ketchum,  of  Sudbury,  and  afterwards  of  ^lajor  George  T. 
Hodges,  of  Eutland,  were  occasionally  seen  on  the  Kutland 
parade  grounds  some  GO  years  ago,  but  with  many  other  mil- 
itary organizations,  disappeared  njany  years  since. 

I  cannot  give  the  names  of  all  the  company  commanders  at 
tliis  period,  i)ut  of  some  witliin  my  own  recollection,  viz  : 
Gen.  Anihrose  L.  P>rown  connnanded  the  Ivutland  c()m[)any, 
William  C.  Fox  connnanded  the  Vrallingford  Kitle  c(>m[)any, 
afterward  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  Ga[)t.  James  Harrington 
commanded  Ira  comi)any,  being  followed  by  Ca})t  Leonard  Ma- 
son, Capt.  John  ]\Iason,  Ca})t.  Lester  Mason,  Capt.  George 
Ciravc-,  Capt.  Lyman.  (\*rpt.  Ihios  Fish,  ('apts.  (iilmon' ai^d 
Wood.  \\'hile  these  men  w  ere  all  men  of  character  tuid  in- 
fluence, some  anm>ing  incidents  would  sonietinjes  occur,  they 
not  having  the  l)enelit  *of  a  AVest  l^oint  military  education. 
Some  of  their  orders  ^vere  not  always  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  technical  military  language.  For  instance,  when  on 
the  march,  tuid  wishing  to  [)ass  some  ob.-^tructing  objects,  de- 
siring to  "diminish  front"  gave  the  order  "huddle  uj)." 

The  martial  nuisic  in  olden  times  consisted  chietly  of  the 
fife,  sirai*6  drum  and  Iniss  drum.  About  the  year  \61S  Fife 
]Major  John  Dean,  of  Pittsford,  was  employed  to  go  through 
the  3d  regiment  giving  instructions  U[)on  the  life  and  drum. 
The  result  of  the  movement  contributed  greatly  to  the  im- 
provement of  martial  nuisic  in  said  regiment. 

About  the  year  li<'22  or  1823,  Brigadier  General  Ladd,  of 
Benson,  called  the  brigade  together  at  West  Kutland,  one 
re!j:iment  from  the  south-west  part  uf  the  county  connnanded 
b}'  Gen.  Jonas  Clark.  This  regiment  encamped  one  day  in 
Ira,  and  then  came  to  Kutland.  One  regiment  from  the  south- 
east i>art  of  the  county,  commanded  by  Col.  Julius  Clarke, 
\vhich  regiment  encam[)ed  on  the  Butman  farm,  now  Henry 
Hay  ward's,  and  then  joined  the  l)rigade  at  West  Kiitland.  One 
regiment  from  the  nortli  part  of  the  county,  commanded  by 
CoUuiel  Kellogg,  of  Benson.  This  regiment  encam[)ed  m 
Castleton,  and  then  came  to  Kutland.  The  brigade  mustered 
ou  the  grounds  of  Benjamin  Blanchard. 
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1  have  reached  a  period  in  the  military  history  of  Vermont 
in  which  his  excellency,  Gov.  Charles  Paine,  through  a  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  passed  in  November,  1841, 
appointed  ex-CrOv.  Silas  II.  Jenuison,  lion.  Paul  Dillingham, 
and  Gen.  F.  W.  IIo[)kins,  a  Committee  to  revise  the  military 
laws  of  the  State.  I  feel  warranted  in  saying  the  honor  of 
that  service  was  acconiplisiicd  almost  entirely  through  the  un- 
tiring perseverance  of  the  late  Gen.  F.  W.  rioi)kins,  who 
was  for  many  years  Adjutant  and  Ins[>ector  General  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  and  the  [)ersonihcation  of  the  military  spir- 
it of  Vermont. 

Innncdiatcly  after  this,  uniform  or  inde[)endent  companies 
sprang  into  existence,  viz  ; 

The  Ivutland  Citizens'  Corps,  organized  in  1842,  Captain 
J olm  Strong,  conuna ndi i ig. 

The  Clarendon  Guards,  organized  September  10,  181:^,  lirst 
Cai)tain,  Stephen  Fowler,  afterwards  Ca})tain  Daniel  A\'ing, 
succeeded  by  Ca[)tain  CVril  Carpenter.  This  company  kept 
u})  its  organizatiou  nine  years. 

There  is  one  act  in  the  history  of  this  com[)any  which  I  will 
note  viz  ;  by  reijuest  of  Colonel  F.  Pa)'ker,  of  Castk'ton,  Vt., 
the  Clarendon  (iuards  were  invited  to  do  nn'litary  honors  tit 
the  funeral  of  TJeutenant  llall,  an  aged  veteran  and  worthy 
otlicer  of  the  American  Kevolution.  In  conipliaiice  with  this 
re(piest,  and  by  order  of  Captain  C.  C'ar[)enter,  the  Guards  as- 
sembled at  Westover's  Hotel  in  Castleton,  June  lo,  1848,  and 
with  martial  music,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Parker,  and 
other  invited  guests,  \  iz  ;  CTeneral  Joih-is  C'lark  of  Middle- 
town,  and  Hon.  Merritt  M.  Clark,  and  General  Orrili  Clark 
of  Sandy  Hill,  X.  Y.,  and  other  distinguished  guests,  march- 
ed to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  and  received  the  body,  and 
bore  it  with  the  funeral  dirge  to  the  Congregational  church, 
where  Professor  Carr  pronouuA-ed  an  interesting  eulogy,  and 
from  the  church  to  the  gra  ve  where  the  farewell  shot  and  })art- 
ing  volley  was  takcMi. 

While  we  feel  a  general  [)riili'  in  ail  tlie  Vermont  troops,  I 
take  especial  pride  in  naming  tlie  Rutland  Light  Guanls,  or- 
ganized November  13,  1858,  II.  Ilenry  Daxter,  Ca[)laiu,  ^Vil- 
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liam  Y.  AV.  Ivi[)lt'y,  Tni  (.'.  Foster,  (^yril  C:ii'[)(Mit(;r,  conimis- 
sioiHxl  ofHc-ers.  Hiis  eomi)aiiy  at  its  oi'iiiinizatiou  mnii)>i'r('d 
65  iiien^  com}K)se(l  of  our  most  staid  and  iuHiiciitial  citi/AMis. 

Ill  Xoveiiihor,  IS.VJ,  (  ai)taiii  II.  Henry  I>axtor  was  elected 
xVdjataiit  and  Inspector  (  Jeneral  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
\\'iliiam  Y.  AV.  llipley  })romoted  captain.  Idie  company  soon 
numbered  lOU  men,  and  were  mustered  into  tlie  service  of  the 
United  States  May  2,  INOl,  First  iiegiment  Wrmont.  Vohm- 
teers,  three  nuniths  men,  the  e()m[)any  havinif  heen  thorouiilily 
drided  l>y  Captain  fjosei)h  liush,  of  the  Brandon  (Jrays,  (leori^e 
F.  Rol)erts  1st  Lieutenant,  and  Levi  (1.  King'sley  2d  Lieu- 
tenant. This  conij)any  was  amoni;'  the  first  to  march  to  the 
front  at  tht^  out-l)reak  of  the  rel)eHion. 

I  will  only  add  a  list  of  otHcers  who  originated  from  the 
Rutland  Lii^ht  Guards,  and  went  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  army  durinu*  the  late  reheliion,  viz  :  (Captain  lvi[)ley, 
afterwards  colonel  of  tlie  \"ermont  Sharp  ShooitM's,  Lieuten- 
ant Georii'ii  T.  Koherts,  afttn-w  ai'(ls  (Joh)n(d  of  Seventh  \^er- 
mont,  who  liallantly  fell  at  the  battle  of  liaton  Kouiic,  Major 
Dudley  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Ca})tahi 
Keynolds  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Lee's  Mills,  AY.  T.  Nich- 
ols, C'olonel  of  the  14th  A'ermont  A'olunteers,  ?^iajor  I^(n'i  G. 
Kini^sley,  Ga})tain  Ste[)hen  (}.  Staley,  Ga[)tain  \Yalter  C'. 
Landon,  (  at)tain  ^Villiam  Edii-ertoii,  Gaptain  in  United  States 
armv.  Major  (ieoru'e  K.  Warren,  Gaptain  John  1).  Kilburn, 
(':iptain  in  tlu*  7vh  \\>rmont,  Gaptain  Frank  Iluntoon,  Gnp- 
•tain  of  Gavalry,  Gaptain  Samuel  K(dley,  Gai)tain  John  A. 
Slu'ldon,  Gaptain  (  Jeoruv  Grofts,  Major  Avery  !>.  Gain,  4th 
Infantry  United  States  Army,  who  had  tlu^  honor  to  com- 
mai\d  the  same  Ke^iment  that  General  Gr;uit  comm:nided 
wIkmi  he  retiri'd  from  the  service. 

After  the  re.-idinu:  of  the  above  article,  the  President  said  he 
undcM-stood  Golle<-ior  Leard,  of  lioston,  and  other  distini^uish- 
(mI  Licnth'men  were  in  town,  and  he  a})poin.1ed  dudu'e  S.  M. 
Dorr,  Newman  \\'<>eks  and  L.  .  lu'diniilon  a  committi'e  to 
wait  u[»on  these  ^■entlem«Mi  and  in\'ite  them  to  the  hall. 

A  recess  was  taken  till  2  o'clock. 
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AFTERNOON,  2  O'CLOCK. 

There  was  a  von'  large  attendance  present  at  the  opening 
of  the  afternoon  session,  a  kirge  number  of  citizens  from 
al)oiit  tlie  county  having  come  in  on  the  noon  train.  Hon.  S. 
]\L  Dorr,  l^resident  of  the  Day,  presided.  Hon.  A.  M. 
Beard,  United  States  Collector  of  the  port  of  ]>oston,  and  a 
num1)er  of  other  i)rominent  gentlemen  were  on  the  phitt'orm. 

After  music  by  the  band,  Judge  Dorr  said  that  in  nearly 
every  town  in  the  county  were  men  who  had  preserved  rec- 
ords of  the  events  occurring  in  the  county.  One  of  these 
gentlemen  was  Henry  Hall,  of  l\utland.  ]\Ir.  Hall  Avas  then 
introduced,  and  delivered  the  follov/ing  historical  addi'css  : 

Few  iidnnd  counties  have  such  a  wealth  of  historical  mate- 
rial— such  an  extent  and  vaiiety  of  topics — as  Jtutland  coun- 
ty. The  wars  of  England  and  France,  from  William  111 
and  Louis  Xl\'  to  George  IH  and  Louis  XV,  from 
^rarlborouglfs  victory  at  IMcnheim  to  Wolfe's  capture  of 
Quebec,  from  the  burning  and  massacre  of  Schenectady  in 
liV.iO,  to  the  burning  and  massacre  of  Neshobe  and  Koyalton 
during  the  lievolutionary  war,  so  involving  the  English  and 
Freneli  colonists  and  near  Indians,  causing  so  many  expedi- 
tious scouting  })arties,  war  })arties,  captive  parties,  raids  and 
counter  raids,  through  the  lake,  ah)ng  our  borders,  across  our 
territory,  the  tierce  contests  and  struggles  witli  the  Yorkers 
and  tories,  the  marshalling  of  forces  for  the  ca[)turc  of  '^Ti" 
in  177."),  the  }n-esence  of  liritish  an<l  German  troops  for  weeks 
in  1777,  the  history  of  oiu*  forts,  the  ascent  up  the  lake  of  a 
large  Ih'itish  army  in  17S1,  with  the  wild  exciteujent  caused 
thereby,  the  Shay-like  uiob  of  17.S!;  ;  aild  to  these  the  thrift 
of  })eaee,  the  growth  of  social  life,  agriculture,  nu^'hanics,  ar- 
chitecture, trade,  travel  and  newspapers,  all  richly  deserve 
embalming  in  one  historic  continuous  sketch  ;  but  our  present 
pur[)(>se  is  merely  to  glance  at  a  few  epochs  and  features,  il- 
lustrating our  loc:d  progress,  with  allusions  to  contemporary 
atfair^  ai)ro:id.  to  aid  the  riicniury  nufl  alleviate  wcari^onieness. 

These  centennial  and  semi-centennial  cidebrations  !  How 
vigorous  they  are  with  youth,  how  venerable  ^vitli  age ! 
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Thousands  of  yours  auo,  amid  the  liuhtninus  and  thunderiniis 
of  Sinai,  Heaven  ba(k^  the^Jews  eele])i'ate  every  senii-eenten- 
nial  year  as  a  juhik^e  of  saered  rest,  and  what  a  year  of  rest 
it  was  I  Xo  sowinii',  no  reaping",  even  the  vineyards  wei-e 
undressed,  the  grapes  uni>'athered  ;  the  spontaneous  i^rowth  of 
a  territory  of  10,000  squan^  miles — no  hirger  than  Vermont — 
sup[)oried  through  one  whoh*  year  several  millions  of  peo})le 
and  all  their  domestic  animals.  AVhat  a  proclamation  of  free- 
dom it  was  !  Every  slave  throuizlunit  the  land  was  made  fi  ee. 
What  an  a2:rarian  law  I  All  <leeds  and  mort<j;aa'es  were  void  ; 
all  real  estate  reverted  to  the  heirs  of  the  original  grantees 
under  Joshua.  The  jubilees  of  the  Romish  church,  establish- 
ed in  tlie  year  1  oOO,  were  originally  centennial  ;  next  semi- 
centennial, then  P>;")  years  apart,  and  finally  (juarler  centennial. 
In  l<SfU  the  third  centennial  anniversary  of  the  l)irth  of  Gali- 
leo was  celebrated  l)y  the  Univer-sity  of  Pisa,  whereof  he  was 
once  a  pu|)il  and  professor.  Perhaps  the  grandest  and  most 
august  of  all  centennials  ever  celebrated  w;is  that  celebrated 
at  Home  when  the  city  was  1,000  years  old  ;  when  tin;  Arab- 
born  l\oman  Em])eror  Phili[),  I'cturning  from  the  east,  sought 
oblivion  of  his  crimes  by  dazzling  tlie  multitude  with  the  in- 
finite pom})  and  magnilicence  of  the  secular  games.  Three 
nights  mystic  sacritices  were  made  along  the  baidvS  of  the  Ti- 
ber;  the  vast  Campu.->  ^Fartius  was  tilled  with  lanips,  torclies, 
dancing  and  niusic  ;  54  noble  youths  sang  religious  liynms  ;  all 
slaves,  all  strangers  were  excluded  from  })articij)tition  ;  the 
devout  were  occui)ied  with  the  rites  of  superstition  ;  the  many 
were  joyous  and  solenm,  while  the  thoughtfal  few  pondered 
the  past,  and  doubted  the  future. 

Yet,  although  these  celebrations  are  as  old  as  human  histo- 
ry, they  have  been  adopted  by  our  nation  and  jx'ople  with 
such  enthusiasm  that  they  seem  to  have  the  novelty  and  raci- 
ness  of  a  new  American  institution.  They  are  at/  least  a 
change  from  the  platitudes  and  boastings  of  Ftiurth  of  July 
dem(>n>trations. 

liulland  eountA'  lias  towns,  one  more  than  any  other 
eoiuity  in  the  State:  -•">  miniature  democratic  r(»publics,  mod- 
eled and  remodeled  upon  the  principles  illustrated  by  the 
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areater  republics  of  aiR-ient  Greece  and  Rome,  mediaeval  Italy 
and  modern  Europe,  nota])ly  hy  the  Dutch  town  councils  as 
studied  hy  the  Plymouth  pilii-rims  during  their  12  years'  so- 
journ there  ;  modeled  and  remodeled  after  two  centuries  and 
a  half  of  Anu^rican  colonial  and  State  experience,  until  now 
they  seem  in  theory  to  approximate  })erfection.  Practically, 
of  course,  they  are  suhject  to  all  the  imperfections  arisiiig 
from  the  clashing  of  human  interests  and  passions.  However 
intelligent  and  conscientious  the  voter  may  become,  he  cannot 
exercise  the  elective  franchise  without  being  subje(^t  more  or 
less  to  malign  influences  as  well  as  benign.  The  tyranny  of 
public  opinion,  the  contagious  fervor  of  political  [)arties,  the 
machinations  of  secret  societies,  the  dominance  of  colossal 
corporations,  sectarian  zeal  and  personal  ambition,  will  more 
or  less  dictate  the  voting.  But  this  is  merely  sa3'ing  that 
towns  are  inhabited  by  human  beings.  •  The' town  s^^stem  in 
its  perfection  seems  as  purely  American  as  the  steam ))oat  or 
the  mowing  machine.  Even  Sir  Thomas  IMore  in  his  Utopia, 
published  in  1510,  in  Latin,,  as  all  scholars  then  wrote  for  in- 
ternational circulation,  although  he  favors  universal  suflrage, 
voting  b}'  l)all()t,  an infmite  diminution  of  ca)/ital  punishment, 
a  chief  magistrate  removable  at  pleasure  instead  of  a  king, 
and  other  changes  centuries  in  advance  of  his  age,  yet  his 
model  republic  has  no  beau  ideal  or  even  a  dream  of  a  self- 
governing  township.  The  eminent  French  statesman  De 
Tocqueville,  sent  b}'  France  to  the  United  States  in  1831,  is 
minute  in  describing  all  the  details  of  our  tov/n  organization, 
their  great  inde[)endence  and  authority  seeming  to  impress 
him  as  if  with  sometliing  of  the  majesty  of  nationality .  Proud 
as  we  are  of  our  national  Union,  it  is  possible  that  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  our  land  is  our  town  system.  Certain  it  is  that 
where  this  system  prevails  most  perfectly,  there  most  preva- 
lent are  schools,  churches,  books,  pa})crs,  freedom,  law,  order, 
and  secure  society.  There  is  (me  constitutional  provision  as 
to  oiu'  tov/n  representation  that  scenis  unjust.  Thirteen  towns 
in  our  <'Ounty  Iiave  in  (he  aggregate  less  than  12jM)n  inhabi- 
tants ;  yet  they  send  13  Pe])resentatives  to  t!ie  Ijegislat nre. 
Kutland  has  over  12,0()().  inhai)itants  and  sends  one  Ue[)resent- 
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ative.  So  in  the  United  States  Senate.  New  York  has  over 
5,000,000  inhabitants  and  sends  two  Senators.  Thirteen  oth- 
er States  have  in  the  a^oTeirate  less  than  5,000,000  inhabitants 
and  send  2G  Senators. 

The  popuhition  of  linthmd  county  lacks  170  of  being 
42,000,  more  than  six  and  a  half  tiiousands  greater  than  tliat 
of  any  other  county  in  the  State,  and  two-thirds  as  large  as 
that  of  Nevada,  one  of  tlie  sovereign  States  of  the  Union. 
When  Rienzi,  the  last  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  was  mur- 
dered on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  year  1354,  the  po}ni- 
lation  of  Koine  was  scarcely  20,000.  Thus  the  foremost  city 
in  the  world's  history,  during  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
grotesque  epochs  of  her  medi;vval  career,  had  not  half  as  many 
people  as  our  county.  At  the  battle  of  Cressy,  fought  100 
miles  north  of  Paris,  on  the  2()th  of  August,  134G,  Edward 
III  and  the  Black  Prince,  with  40,000  soldiers— less  than  the 
present  population  of  iiutland  county — defeated  a  French  ar- 
my of  100,000.  The  Greek  army  at  Marathon  won  one  of 
the  moijt  imi)ortant  battles  in  human  history,  yet  numbered 
but  11,000 — over  1,000  less  than  the  poi)ulation  of  the  town 
of  Itutland. 

During  the  last  ten  3'ears  the  county  has  gained  less  than 
1,200,  but  as  the  town  of  Putland  has  gained  over  2,300,  the 
24  other  towns  have  lost  in  the  aggregate  over  1,100.  Eleven 
towns  have  increased,  fourteen  decreased.  The  decrease  of 
C.-astleton  is  the  aTCatcst,  bcinir  over  ()00.  Fairhaven  has 
gained  three.  Sherburne  has  450  inhabitants,  the  least  of  any 
town  in  the  county,  but  that  number  is  larger  than  the  band 
of  the  Hebrew  Gideon  at  liis  great  victory  over  the  Midian- 
ites,  Amalekites  nnd  the  children  of  the  east,  who  lay  along 
tlie  valley  like  the  grasshoppers  for  multitude,  and  whos.e 
camels  were  as  the  sands  of  the  sea.  Our  neighboring  city, 
Albany,  now  has  a  })opulation  more  than  twice  as  large  as 
liutland  county,  but  in  the  year  1800,  when  Al!>any  was  ISC) 
years  old,  its  population  was  less  than  half  that  of  the  town 
of  IJu^tland  to-day. 

It  seems  impossible  to  ascertain  exactly  the  size  of  our 
county,    it  is  undoubtedly  40  miles,  long  and  30  miles  wide;' 
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if  this  length  and  breadth  were  uniforDi,  the  area  would  be 
1,200  square  miles;  ])ut  the  form  is  irregular;  the  southern 
tier  of  towns  contains  only  three,  Mt.  Tabor,  Danby  and 
Paw'let :  while  one  central  tier  contains  seven,  vSherburne, 
Mendon,  IJutland,  Ira,  Castleton,  Fairhaven  and  West  Hav- 
en. If  each  of  the  25  to^vns  was  six  miles  square,  the  area 
would  be  1U)0  square  nules.  But  the  average  scarcely  equals 
that.  Perhaps  between  800  and  DOO  square  miles  would  be  a 
reasonable  estimate.  At  that  estimate  the  county  is  larger 
than  the  famous  ancient  Grecian  [)rovince  of  Attica,  whose 
capital  city,  Athens,  taught  the  world  so  much  of  all  it  knows 
about  literature  fuid  art.  At  that  estimate  our  county  is  lar2:e 
enougl),  jnountrnns  in^-ljidcd,  to  contnin  f]\v  or  six  cities  like 
London.  How  the  new  listing  law  will  atlect  the  future  valu- 
ation of  the  propci-ty  in  this  county  we  can  only  conjecture, 
but  tlic  last  appraisal  tixed  the  value  at  over  $11,000,000, 
nearly  u  million  larger  than  any  other  county  in  the  State. 
Perhiips  :i  true  estimate  might  a[)j)roximate  $1^3,000,000. 
$2'), 000, 000  would  about  \K\y  for  the  National  Capitol  at  A\'ash- 
inglon.  and  the  new  State  House  at  Albany.  $2.5,000,000 
are  twenty-five  times  the  cost  of  colonizing  New  England,  and 
5,000  times  the  cost  of  Cohunbus' expedition  to  discover  a  new 
world,  nnd  one-third  of  the  ea})ita(  of  the  l)Midv  of  England. 
$25,000,000  at  six  [)ei'  cent,  compoiuid  interest  would  at  the 
second  centennial  of  our  county  amount 'to  three  times  as 
much  as  our  National  debt,  and  at  the  thinl  centennial  would 
be  enough  to  [)ay  $50  for  every  acre  ou  this  globe,  including 
all  deserts  an<l  wa^te  ])laees. 

Our  county  lies  a  trille  north  of  the  4.3  ^  north  latitude. 
It  is  in  the  same  latitude  with  Northern  Spain,  Southern 
France,  with -Pisa,  the  birth-])lace  of  Galileo,  with  Florence, 
the  birth-place  of  Dante,  and  with  the  houje  of  the  wonder- 
ful Etruscan  civilization  ;  in  the  same  latitude  with  the  Black 
Sea,  Caspi:m  Sea,  Gentral  Asia,  and  the  states  of  Oregon  and 
Michigan,  llms  having  tlie  same  latitmle  with  the  best  wine 
growing  region  of  Euro[»e  and  the  best  grain  and  fruiL  grow- 
ing portion  of  America.  The  mean  temperature  of  our  cli- 
mate is  about  43  ^  ,  while  our  rainfall  probably  averages  from 
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40  to  43  inches  ii  yci\i\  Lake  Cliaii)[)laiu  is  between  90  and 
100  feet  above  the  ocean;  Kutland  railroad  depot  track  530 
feet,  Mount  Holly  sunnnit  1,453,  and  Killington  Peak  4,221 
feet  or  more.  All  of  our  mountains  east  of  Otter  Creek  be- 
long to  the  Green  Mountain  range  ;  all  west  of  Otter  Creek 
to  the  Taconic  ranoe.  The  Tacoriic  rani^e  contains  almost  all 
the  good  marble  and  slate  yet  found  in  Vermont.  44ie  high- 
est peaks  of  the  Taconic  range  within  our  county  are  2,500 
or  more  feet  above  the  ocean — about  the  same  elevation  as 
Madrid,  the  ca[)ital  of  Spain,  and  Jerusalem,  the  capital  of 
P:destine.  Killington  Peak  is  probably  the  second  highest 
in  the  State,  and  higher  than  luiy  mountain  in  England,  Wales 
or  Irelan.d,  and  higher  tlum  all  in  Scotland  except  r>en  Xevis. 
It  is  half  as  high  as  Mcmnt  Sinai,  but  not  half  as  high  as 
Oh'mpus,  where  Ju[")itcr  and  Juno  kept  a  free  and  easy  celes- 
tial hotel.  ?^lost  of  the  waters  flowing  'out  of  our  county  go 
down  the  vSt.  Lawrence,  into  the  Atlantic,  while  the  rivulets 
east  of  tlie  Green  Mountains  go  down  the  Connecticut  into 
Long  Island  Sound.  Peaches,  sweet  potatoes,  tobacco  and 
the  Isabella  grapes  ripen  here,  ^vhile  one-third  of  our  coun- 
ty is  so  elevated  it  cannot  raise  grain. 

Part  of  the  boundary  line  between  our  county  and  New 
York  is  the  center  of  the  intervening  portion  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  consecjuently  the  lake  furnishes  the  north-west  corner  of 
our  county  ;  therefore  1  claim  that  the  discovery  of  Lake 
Cham})Inin  was  the  discovery  of  Kutland  county,  and  that  if  the 
lu\tory  of  the  lake  commences  with  that  discovery,  so  may 
also  the  history  of  liutland  county.  It  was  on  the  4th  of  Ju- 
ly, liiOli,  that  Samuel  Champlain,  a  Frenchman,  first  discov- 
ered and  launched  a  boat  upon  the  lake  which  bears  Ids  name. 
By  the  then  recognized  international  law  of  Christendom,  the 
discovery  of  any  portion  of  heathendom  by  a  Christian  gave 
to  his  sovereign  the  right  of  political  jurisdiction  thereof,  and 
the  discovery  of  a  lake  operated  as  a  discovery  of  all  tlie  soil 
dr:u!K^<l  by  its  atilueiits.  At  the  time  of  this  disrovery  Ilen- 
I'y  1\'  was  king  of  France.  Ib^  v.  as  the  Hrst  of  the  l  H)urbon 
Kings  and  the  hero  ot  Abicaulay's  }H)em  "The  I'aliloof  Ivry." 
Thus  the  lirst  Christian  nation  having  a  semblance  of  right  to 
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lordship  over  our  territory  was  tiiat  nation  which  afterward 
sent  its  Lafayette,  and  its  armies  and  itslleets  to  assist  America 
in  achieving  nationality,  and  for  which,  at  least,  the  ancient 
banner  ot"  France,  with  its  gay  lilies,  might  have  waved  and 
the  oriHannue  of  Ilenrv  of  Navarre  miirht  have  oleamed  alonii" 
Otter  Creek  as  rightfully  as  along  the  river  Seine.  Let  us 
glance  brietl}'  at  atiairs  contemporary  with  this  discovery. 
In  September,  1009,  Henry  Hudson  entered  Pludsoa  river, 
and  ascended  as  far  as  AA'aterlord,  and  Capt.  John  Smith,  of 
Pocahontas  fame,  exploring  Chesapeake  ba}^  encfuuitcred  a 
fleet  of  Moha^vk  canoes.  Li  1()09  Quebec  was  one  year  old 
and  eTamestown  "was  two  years  old.  Jamestown  was  settled 
by  rcprobrde  sons  oi'  cavaliers  who,  according  to  their  o\vn 
historian,  like  true  Englishmen,  l>uilt  a  church  costing  tV>0, 
and  a  tavern  costing  £'>()<):  while  the  Spanish  town,  St.  Au- 
gustine, Florida,  ^\as  44  years  old,  and  is  now  the  oldest 
city  iu  the  Ignited  States.  In  l(>01)  Milton  was  :iu  infant  ; 
Lord  liaci^n,  who  Di-liop  IVarnctt  says  was  the  first,  to 
write  our  language  correctly,  was  in  the  vigor  of  life,  his  fair 
fame  as  yet  untarnished  by  judicial  bribery.  Shakespeare 
was  }><M'haps  writing  (  )thello,  soon  to  l>id  adieu  to  London,  and 
return  to  Si ratford-on-Avon,  Sir  "Waltei'  Italeigh  was  a  pi'is- 
oner  in  the  Tower,  writing  his  history  of  the  Avorld,  while 
King  riames*  translators  of  the  l»ible  had  finished  five  of  their 
seven  years*  laI>or. 

The  three  great  })air!lers,  \'andyke,  Kubens  and  Guido,  the 
philosopher  Laplnce,  Kepler  th(^  astrciuomer,  Grotius,  father 
of  the  law  of  nations,  who  has  heen  thought  the  most  univer- 
sal scholar  of  1. is  age,  wtuv  all  busy  workers.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  charactei's  of  this  or  any  other  ag(*  was  Gali- 
leo, who  intliis\erv  year,  1  ('>()!>,  with  his  newly  made  tele- 
scope was  studying  the  heav(Mis.  lis  was  the  Tuscan  artist 
to  whom  Milton  referi'tHl  when  he  likens  Satan's  shield  to  the 
moon, 

"\Vli«»se  orb 

TIiron;'^]M»jiti('  ^rl.'iss  th'- 'ri!>»';in  nrlisf  views 
At  f'Veiiini::;  froin  the  tn\>  of  tV-^o'.^, 
Or  in  Val  «rAvii<>,  te  il»'-(*iy  iu'u  hiruls. 
Rivers  or  inonntuins  in  her  spotty  globo.*" 
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In  the  following  winter  lie  discovered  the  four  moon^^  of 
Jupiter.  Thus  the  discovery  of  th.e  hike  ;ind  the  surround- 
ing* territory,  hy  being  nssoeijited  with  c()nteni[)orary  events, 
carries  us  hack  to  tlie  coni})()sing  of  that  version  of  the  l)iI)U' 
that  is  now  the  l»est  reading  for  ,sO,(>0(),00()  of  jx'opU',  to  tlie  dis- 
covery of  Jupitei's  moons,  to  the  infancy  of  Milton,  and  to 
the  times  of  some  of  earth's  greatest  men. 

]\utland  ('ounty  lias  heen  subject  to  at  least  the  nominal  ju- 
risdiction of  five  dilferent  })o\vers.  The  Indians,  the  French 
by  right  of  disco^'erv  in  l(j<)'.),  the  English  ])y  right  of  con- 
quest and  colonization,  \'ermont  :Vs  an  inde})endent  nation, 
from  her  dedai'ation  of  independtniee,  January  15,  1  777,  to 
her  admis>i(jn  into  the  Union,  .March  1,  171)1,  and  tlie  T'niled 
States  for  tlu^  last  00  years.  Hutland  county  has  been  a  por- 
tion of  five  diti'erent  counties.  Jn  lG8o  Albau}'  county  was 
first  foruhnl,  its  soulhei'n  boundary  Sawyer's  creek,  west  of 
the  Hudson,  and  itoi'lotfe  Jansen's  creek  on  tln^  east.  Tliese 
creeks  are  in  about  the  same  latitmie  as  the  northern  line  of 
Coimecticut,  and  All)any  eounty  has  included  all  ^tlassachu- 
>etts  we>t  of  the  C'onneetieut  river,  and  the  whole  of  Vermont. 
In  177'2  Albany  county  was  divided  into  thi-ee  counti'.  s,  one 
of  which,  Charlotte,  extended  over  our  territory.  Our 
early  settlers  in  their  deeds  desci'ibed  themselves  as  being  of 
the  roimty  of  All)any,  or  Charlotte,  according  to  tlk'  dates. 
In  March,  177^5,  at  the  tirst  organization  of  our  State  go^■ern- 
UKMit,  the  State  was  dix  ided  into  two  comities,  l^nit}'  on  the 
east  sidt^  and  ]>(Minington  on  the  \vest  side  the  range  of  the  ( ii'cen 
Mountains.  In  the  fall  of  17-^0  the  name  of  AVashington 
county  was  gi\-en  to  the  territory  north  of  the  [)i-escnt  lu'ii- 
nington  county,  and  west  of  the  mountains,  but  this  act  of 
the  Legislature  was  written  only  on  a  sli[)  ot"  ])aper  and  never 
recorded  :  that  sli])  of  ])aper  I  have  seen.  In  F<^bi-uar\'.  1781, 
liUtland  county  was  incorporated,  em})racing  tlu'  same  territo- 
ry as  W'ashingtoJi  ct.nmty.  its  jirst  oliicers  to  be  elected  loi) 
years  ago  to-day.  DuriuL!'  the  year  J7S1  Rniland  <'oi!iity  ex- 
tended not  only  tVoni  Jieuiiingtiin  county  to  Canada,  but  also 
from  the  (i]-»xu)  Mountains  in  tite  Hu'lson  river,  ineludini'- 

o 

Lakes  George  imd  Cham})lain- 


36  CENTKXNTAL  CELEBRATION  OF  THE 

Our  county  is  one  liundrod  years  old.  Has  tiie  world  mov- 
ed durinu:  that  eentury?  Let  us  see.  Then  no  telen'raph,  no 
telephone,  no  railroad,  no  niaeadaniized  roads,  no  steand)oat, 
no  steamship,  no  uas  to  liiz'ht  ])uildinij;  or  street,  no  A'aeeina- 
tion,  no  London  Times,  no  Edinl)ur<rli  Review.  In  17(81  the 
})lanet  L^ranus  was  dis( overed  and  Sa)>])atli  seliools  inauirurat- 
ed.  Tn  l781,  amonii-  the  })ronnsinir  lads  were  Tom  Mooi'e, 
Daniel  O'Coniudl,  the  Duko  of  Welliniiton,  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
Alexander  IIund»oldt,  Cuvier  and  Na])oleon  Bona])arte. 
Amoni;*  the  workers  were  (irattau.  Burke,  Sheridan,  Fox,  l^itt, 
Co\v})er,  Burns,  Madame  de'Stael,  Goethe,  Schiller  and  Aliti- 
eri  ;  the  American  horn  ])aint('rs,  lienjamin  West  and  John 
Singleton  C'oiX'ly,  were  working  hi  London;  among  the 
veterans  were  Dr.  Sanmel  Johnson,  lUitlbn  and  Frederick  the 
Great,  Avhik*  l'raid<h'M,  li\iiignear  ]\iris,  was  the  intelh^  tual 
monarch  of  Europe  :  Washington  and  TTnmiUon  witli  the 
American  Army,  ;nid  Lafayette  with  the  French  army,  were 
planm'ng  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  American  na- 
tion had  no  l*resident  ;  the  President  of  Congress  was  with- 
out salary,  and  without  })ower.  The  hegimu'ng  of  the  yeai' 
1781  was  the  saddest  Vermont  had  ever  seen.  Congress  hnd 
withdrawn  evcny  continental  soldier,  and  every  spade  and 
})ickaxe  from  our  soil.  Xcnv  York,  almost  overpowered  l)y 
her  own  tori(\s,  had  withdiav.'n  her  last  garrisoii  from  A\diite- 
hall.  Vermont  was  threatiuied  wit!)  the  fate  of  Poland  hy 
the  neighboring  States,  and  with  aimihilation  by  a  weirc(p?ip- 
ped  l^)ritish  army,  outmuuhei'ing  her  (Mitii-e  adult  mah'  ])opu- 
lation.  Alri'ady  had  P>ritish  officials  a1tem])ted  to  hril)e  \'er- 
mont  to  return  to  her  allegitmce  to  the  crown.  Lord  (b/r- 
main's  letter  proclaiming  that  fact  had  been  published.  Then 
it  was  that  Vermont  a<lopttMl  a  policy  that  neutralized  the  ac- 
tion of  the  British  army,  aiid  }>rotect(Ml  her  own  t(ua-itory  and 
that  of  Nortluu-n  Xew  York;  IIkmi  it  was  that  X'eianont  a<lopt- 
ed  the  plan  of  Sci[.'io  ami  earrit^l  the  war  into  AtVi<-a  ;  she 
doubhMl  her  territory,  she  tmncxcd  towns  of  New  Ik-unf)- 
shire  ;  hn-  Lcgi^-laturc  met  in  Nc\v  i !ani}>vhirc  ;  she  .'iUiirxcd 
all  Xew  "^'ork  t'lnihei-  noi'th  than  ^lassachusetls  and  ca^^  of 
the  Hudson  river,  and  east  of  a  line  due  north  from  the 
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source  of  the  Hudson  ri\  er  to  Canada  ;  Keene  and  Sai'atoga  paid 
taxes  in  \"t'rni(Hit,  and  were  re})resi.'nted  in  her  L(\i:islature. 

In  J  7<Sl  there  was  no  Brandon,  West  Haven,  no  MiddUjtown, 
no  Mi.  Tahor,  no  Ml.  Holly,  uo  Mendon,  no  Sherburne. 
Bi'andon  was  Xeshol)e,  A\'est  Haven  was  a  })art  of  Fairhaven, 
Middletown  and  Mt.  Holly  were  not  formed.  ?dt.  Tahor 
was  Harwich,  ^Nlendon  was  ^[edway,  Sherinirne  was  Killing- 
ton,  and  the  northern  part  of  Chittenden  was  Philadelphia. 
Several  of  the  towns  were  not  inhabited.  The  i)opulation  of 
the  county  was  prohidtly  about  .")J)e)0,  and  the  a})praisal  of 
the  [)roperty  for  taxation,  instead  of  ))eiug  counted  by  niii- 
lions,  amounted  to  aixiut  $110,01)0.  There  were  military  forts 
in  Rutland,  l*illsford  and  Castleton.  A  few  hun(b'ed  troops 
had  their  head( piarters  tirst  at  Fort  Ivanger,  in  Center  Kut- 
land,  and  subse<[Uently  at  Fort  AVarner,  in  Castleton.  Now 
churches  and  clei'g\ men  are  counted  by  scores,  the  meml)ers 
of  churches  by  thousands,  and  the  cost  of  church  editlces  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Before  the  Ivevolution 
thei-e  was  ])i-obably  a  Baptist  church  in  Kutlaiid,  but  in  ITcSl 
there  was  the  Congregational  cliui-cJi  that  met  at  Center  Jut- 
land, in  the  log  meeting  house  located  on  the  present  home- 
stea<l  of  Col.  (  leorge  H,  Ijcaman  ;  beside  that  1  know  of  no 
other  exce})t  the  ])aplist  church  in  AVallingford.  'J'hen  mon- 
ey was  reckoned  nol  by  dollars  and  cents,  ])ut  by  pounds, 
shillings  and  pence,  six  shillings  to  the  dollar,  one  tpound  ])e- 
ing  three  and  a  third  dollars.  CongTess  had  coined  no  gold, 
no  sil\er,  only  a  few  tons  of  copper.  Vermont  before  1781 
had  issued  no  bills,  n<^  coin;  no  National  Banks  circulated 
hundreds  ot'  millions  of  dollars.  There  were  no  banks,  and 
the  coin  was  ehietly  from  abroad;  $72  of  Continental  bills 
were  worth  si  in  silver,  in  Octolxer,  17<S0,  the  Legislature 
said:  ''Whtn'eas,  the  state  of  the  i>resent  currency,  or  medi- 
um of  trade,  is  such  that  it  is  ditlicult  to  t)rocure  the  necessa- 
ries to  su})ply  tlu^  army,  without  calling  on  each  to\vn  for  a 
•  juota  olsuch  su[)[»lies,  tlunvtbre  be  it  enacted  certain  amounts 
b.-  i-;ii>ed."'  Kutlanir>  >}i;ire  v/as  a!>out  baii'els  of  l]{»ur,  10 
barrels  oi'  b(>ei',  i'w*'  barrels  of  >alted  })ork,  11)2  bushels  of  In- 
dian corn,  and  SI  bushels  of  rye. 
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What  Avill  ])o  the  status  of  our  county  at  its  second  centen- 
nial? 

During-  the  past  100  years  the  nation  has  grown  from  3,- 
000,000  to  50,000,000  of  inhabitants,  Vermont  from  30,000 
to  one-third  of  a  million,  and  the  county  from  .3,000  to 
42,000. 

If  the  increase  is  as  great  the  next  J  00  years  the  nation  will 
nundK'r  over  800,000,000,  the  State  over  3, 500, 000,  and  the 
county  one-third  of  a  million.  Is  this  the  last  as  well  as  the 
first  of  our  county  centennials?  Or  will  she,  like  Home,  cele- 
brate her  tenth  centennial? 

Milton's  Adam,  in  ^'Paradise  Lost,"  is  allowed  to  see  the 
future  of  his  race  ;  some  j^leasaiit  sc^Mies  gladden  bis  eye,  but 
woe,  sin  and  luisery  abound  largely.  Heaven  sa\'e  Kutland 
county  from  such  a  future.  Homer's  description  of  Acliillcs's 
shield  has  a  healthier,  more  cheery  view  of  life  ;  but  in  both 
war  rages.  M;iy  we  not  ho[)e  that  our  nation  TOO  years  henee, 
with  its  hundreds  t)f  millions  of  people,  will  sueceed  in  sub- 
stituting international  arbitration  for  war,  and  that  our  nation, 
including  our  Siatt^  and  county,  extending  from  Arctic  to 
Tro[)ic  seas,  as  one  united  people  shall  breathe  *'P(^ace  on  earth, 
and  irood  will  to  num." 

o 

Henry  Ki}>ley  Dorr,  son  of  Hon.  S.  :M.  and  :Mrs.  J.  C.  R. 
Dorr,  Nvas  next  introduced,  and  read  the  following  original 
poem. 

THE  VALLFA'  OF  THF  OTTER. 

It  i.-i  not  luiiic  to         to-day  Yes,  uiany  a  ],)rou(l  souj?  has  been  .sung 

The  glory  of  tliO  oMeii  time,  Ol'  many  a  -storiLil  land, 

Nor  uelrbrate  thf  deeds  of  men  Wliosc  liills  and  vales  aie  not  more  fair 

lu  h!i,'h  heroic-  rhyme.  Than  her;i— our  Switxerhmd; 

A  clearer  voiee  tlian  mine  iias  sun^',  Wii(,)se  skies  wouhi  pale  in  splendor 

And  strontcer  wi>r<ls  have  tohl  ^\  hen  down  the  distant  we.-^l 

The  glory  of  our  eommonwealth—  Our  suns«_'ts  cast  their  glory 

Her  mighty  men  of  old!  Upon  the  mountains'  crest! 

'Tts  only  left  for  me  to  sing  And  many  a  bar«l  lias  sung  the  deeds 
The  grandeur  of  our  hills.  That  noble  nu'u  have  done. 

The  pomp  and  pride  of  sunset,  Who  fought  their  light  les>  bravely 
The  song  of  br.)ok-<  un<l  rilN  ;  Tlian  our  sires  at  Hubbardfon! 

The  beauty  of  our  Otter,  O,  Valley  of  the  Otter !  fair 

The  glory  of  our  plains,    *  As  eyes  bave  ever  seen, 

The  sweet  notes  of  our  ^inging  birds,  With  elu-:-tered  liauileis,  mightj-  iJcaks, 

The  zepbyr'3  soft  refrain:j.  Ami  hilU  of  emerald  green; 
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AVith  nietidou  s  an-l  with  smilinj,'  tields 
\VlK>i-e,  witli  its  ii(u,-,ck--,s  I'cet, 

The  l  iver  li:i>icns  on  its  way 
Its  mighty  Lonl  to  luret ; 


T!io  weeks  |):iss  on  ;  tlic  snnuner  conies; 

The  iowkiiiil  liills  aguiii, 
Are  tloo«led  o"»'r  witli  biih_>wy  waves 

Ot  uruhihitlng  trruiu. 


aii<!  hills,  your  founts  and 


Vour  wooil.s 
rills, 

Theirs  is  the  .-uhth'  ehavni 
That  woke  the  lyric-  bard's  rclraiii 
I'pon  the  .'iabine  tarui ; 

That  stirretl  the  heart  of  (Germany 
To  miisie  sweet  and  {^raiid. 

The  soiijis  of  hills  and  niountaius. 
The  love  of  Fatherlan.l! 

That  woketiie  harp  of  Ireland 
To  strains  tluit  shall  endure 

As  lonp:  as  men  shall  love  his  name- 
The  name  of  Thomas  Moore! 


While  ill  broad  meadow  lan<ls  we  hear 

The  sparrows  bright  and  blithe, 
The  chatter  of  the  l>obolinks, 
The  clicking  of  the  scythe. 

And  down  among  the   wild  tlovver: 
souiuls  , 
The  luin lining  of  1  he  bee, 
While  through  the  lu-avy  la<len  bongli: 
Winds  murmur  drowsily. 

Then  the  wide  flush  of  autumn  comes 
The  hills  transdgured  stand 

^^'a\  ing  their  glorious  banners  far 
Above  the  suu  lir  kind ! 


Wlien  tirst  the  blue  bird  from  the  south 
Flies  back  with  hints  of  spring, 

The  dim  grey  skies  above  us 
Catch  the  azure  of  liis  wing. 

The  river  casts  its  letters  off, 

The.  deep  snows  melt  away. 
The  tiny  gi'ass  bhules  rise  to  greet 

The  ilawning  of  the  day. 


The  forest  wears  its  clotli  of  gold 

Right  royally  and  well, 
While  ou  the  silent,  valiej-  lies 

The  Indian  sumni(;r's  spell. 

The  moonlight  gleams  acn^ss  the  lake 
The  uois<'less  niglit  winds  swee)!; 

A  rippling  smile  stts.ils  o'er  its  face, 
Half  waking  from  its  sleep! 


The  brooklets  laugh,  tlit;  budiling  tree; 

-Make  haste  to  ilon  their  plumes; 
The  willows  by  tin."  roadside  wear 

The  velvet  of  their  looms. 

The  white  mists  from  the  mountain" 
height 

Lightly  an»l  calmly  ri^e. 
Pile  upon  pile  again>t  the  blue— 
The  snowilriiis  of  the  skies! 


;   Rut  soon  the  glow  of  autiunn  (.lies; 
Chill  grows  the  frosty  air; 
Tlie  plains  and  hills  are    bleak  an 
brown, 

Tlie  maple  boughs  arc  bare. 

W  hen  lo!  a  fealhery  robe  is  stretched 
From  mountain  peak  to  plain! 

The  valley  of  f>ur  winding  stream 
is  beautiful  again ! 


Within  the  dim  and  silent  woo«l9 
The  fallen  lea\cs  are  stirred 

I>y  strugglim;  bln>-><»ms ;  and  the  notes 
Of  uiauy  a  sweet-voicctl  bird 

Kcho  among  th<.>  stately  trees. 
With  musie  sweet  and  clear 

As  Orpheus*,  wlien  the  mighty  hills 
JieiiL  their  proutl  ci^sts  to  hear! 


O,  Valley  of  the  Otter!  fair 

As  eyes  have  cvei-  seen, 
With  clustered  handets,  mighty  peaks, 

And  hills  of  emerald  green. 

We  hail  thj-  beauty  and  t)iy  g-race, 
Thy  mounta.ins  lirm  anil  grau<l, 

The  majesty  of  our  good  State, 
Ven/iont,  our  Switzerland  I 


On  accoiuil  of  the  noc(\^saiy  al)>fMU'c  of  Ilnn.  John  A. 
('oiiaiit,  of  InaiitloH,  liif  lu-.xl  [>:q)t'r,  pi-('|):ir('(i  l>y  liiiii  for  tSu' 
occasion,  cntlllcd  "iOarly  liusincss  .M(>ii  of  IJutlaud  Connt}  /' 
was  rt3*i(l      Ucnry  Clark,  of  Kuthuid,    It  was  as  iVjllows ; 
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EARLY  BUSINESS  MEN  OF  RUTLAND- eeUNTY. 

-  • 

BY  IIOX.  JOIIX  A.  COXANT,  or  BRANDON,  VT. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  early  settlers  in  western  Vermont, 
emigrating  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Jshmd  a^id  Connecti- 
cut, that  they  were  able  to  })ring  with  them  such  mechanical 
implements  as  were  needful  in  that  day  for  the  manufacture 
of  clotliing  and  other  household  fabrics,  such  as  the  hand 
cards,  the  spinning  wheel,  the  loom  and  the  hatchel.  ^\'ith 
these  implements  the  skilled  matron  could  card  the  wool,  spin 
the  yarn,  and  weave  the  cloth  ready  for  the  clothier  to  full, 
color,  and  shear,  with  his  huge  hand  shears,  as  was  the  custom 
down  to  1^>06,  and  perhaps  later. 

Carding  machines  were  introduced,  relieving  the  family 
from  the  task  of  carding  wool  by  the  hand  cards,  but  the 
spinning  wheel  and  the  loom  had  all  the  more  to  do,  until  lat- 
er the  woolen  factories,  more  generally  outside  the  county 
limits,  could  ^^'ork  tiie  wool  into  clothes  on  shares,  or  other- 
wise. For  many  years,  even  down  as  late  as  the  good 
housewife  and  her  daughters,  young  ladies  of  the  family, 
would  spin  the  worsted  yarn  for  their  best  v;inter  dresses, 
having  a  new  one  every  year,  for  their  'go  to  n)eeting  best," 
or  the  ball  room.  And  such  wives  !  AMiere  can  they  now  be 
found?  Thus  every  household  was  a  factory  in  itself, 
without  which  the  wants  of  the  new  settlers  could  not  have 
been  }>rovided  for. 

Cotton  factories  have  never  invaded  Rutland  county,  tuul  on- 
ly some  half  dozen  woolen  mills  of  moderate  di!nensit)ns  have 
had  a  place  here.  The  merchants  as  late  as  ]81o  would  })ur- 
cha.-e  the  live  poun^l  bundles  of  cotton  yarn  from  Keene,  X. 
11.,  and  ^liddlebuiy,  Yt.,  to  sn[)ply  their  customers,  and 
would  often  put  yarn  out  to  be  woven  into  cloth. 
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The  cotton  factories  in  Kcene  lirst  supplied  Kiitland  coun- 
ty merchants  with  factory  cotton  c  loths. 

Distilleries  were  early  a  [)roniinent  feature  in  many  towns, 
particularly  A\'alliiiirford,  Clarendon,  Pittsfoi'd  and  Brandon, 
the  surplus  rye  and  corn  being*  converted  into  whiskey. 

The.hatter's  sh(jp  and  the  tannery  were  a  necessity,  and  nour- 
ished in  most  of  the  towns  for  the  first  tift}'  years  of  the  set- 
tlement of  the  County.  The  saddler  would  make  both  sad- 
dles and  bridles  ;  harness  makin<.':  was  of  later  date.  Both 
men  and  women  rode  on  horseback,  often  tlie  Avife  or  daugh- 
ter mounted  behind  on  the  jjlllor/j,  as  ^liss  Partington  would 
say. 

The  Idacksmith  shop  of  the  early  days  was  a  factory  uhere 
every  household  in)})Icrncnt,  as  well  as  farm  tools,  were  made-. 
The  snn'th,  with  the  aid  of  his  ap[)rentice  to  "blow  and  strike," 
the  lively  trij)  hanimer,  Avherever  water  power  was  at  hand, 
aided  in  reducing  the  massive  bars  of  iron  into  workable  size 
ajid  sha[)e. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  in  Kutland  County  commenced  as 
early  as  17'.>0,  and  has  proved  one  of  the  most  important  in- 
dustries of  the  early  da\'s.  Blast  furnaces  have  been  a  suc- 
cess in  Clarendon,  Tinmouth,  Bittslbrd  and  Brandon.  The 
manufacture  of  bar  iron  in  Brandon  dates  as  far  back  as  the 
year  last  aforesaid.  Forges  both  at  Forestdalc  and  the  vil- 
lage made  iron  successfully  up  to  1820  ;  the  heavy  thud  of  the 
forge  hammer  would  gather  the  boys  together  to  witness  the 
sliiiKjUiuj  of  the  loops.  The  ii'on  made  in  Brandon  v/as  large- 
ly used  in  the  manufa<'iure  of  shovels  that  were  marketed  all 
through  the  country,  east  as  far  as  r)Oston.  'Jlie  blast  fur- 
nace in  Pittsford  was  noted  lor  the  high  grade  of  iron  mnde, 
:md  with  but  brief  intervals  has  been  in  operation  to  this  day. 
I1ie  Conants  erected  a  blast  furnace  in  1820,  other  parties 
three  or  four  \'cars  later,  at  Porcstdale.  Every  variety  of 
<'ast:ings,  from  petite  kettles  u[)  to  potash  kettles,  were  made 
in  these  furnaces,  Init  the  important  branch,  as  it  proved,  was 
the  UKinutaiiiire  of  .^Vox'cs  :  irotn  ISi^O  {o  l.s;>(>  it  was  the  most 
important  industry  of  the  County,  or  the  State  ov(Mi.  Xot 
only  Vermont  was  supplied  with  stoves,  but  customers  were 
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tound  in  all  the  other  New  Enghmd  States,  northern  Xew 
York,  and  the  west,  particularly  Ohio.  Subsequent  to  1848 
or  184i<  railroad  castings  were  called  for  ;  car  wheels  for  the 
Rutland  road  were  a  specialty — all  this  was  before  railroads 
were  built.    Pii>"  iron  was  made  both  at  Pittsford  and  Bran- 

o 

don  in  large  quantities.  The  expense  of  sending  to  market 
was  a  serious  drawback. 

Copperas  was  extensively  manufactured  at  Shrewsbury  as 
early  as  1825,  perhaps.  The  distance  from  market,  and  the 
severe  con]})etition  at  Stratford,  where  it  v/as  more  cheaply 
produced,  in  connection  with  mining  for  copper,  caused  its 
abandonment  at  Shrewsbury. 

Cabinet  furniture  was  made  in  Kutland,  ]>randon,  and  other 
towns,  sutH»  ient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  connnunity.  This 
industry  should  be  revived  again  ;  the  home  mamifacture  would 
readily  take  the  i)lace  of  the  cheap  eastern  work. 

A  pail  factory  was  started  in  Brandon  in  about  1822,  rival- 
ing the  hand  work  of  Tottingham  in  Pittsford;  these  pails 
were  sold  t<»  merchants  all  the  Avay  to  Boston,  before  any  at- 
tempt \vas  made  to  niake  })ails  by  machinery  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

The  Penficlds  took  the  lead  in  making  carpets  in  Pittsford, 
as  well  as  other  woolen  fal)rics. 

The  Pittsford  marble  quarries  were  first  practically  utilized 
by  Judd,  of  ^liddlel)ury  :  to  save  the  cost  of  haul  to  his  mill, 
he  started  a  gang  of  saws  in  i^raudon  al>out  1811.  hi  1^24 
extensive  marble  mills  were  erected  by  ll\'att,  and  a  few 
years  later  a  second  mill  was  put  in  operation  by  Cowan  and 
Hyatt.  •  ]Marble  for  these  mills  was  procured  fi'om  the  Pitts- 
ford quarries.  The  cost  of  getting  such  heavy  produ(  ts  to 
market,  before  railroads  were  built,  was  a  very  serious  draw- 
baek.  Later  the  statuary  marble  ([iiarry  was  opened  in  P>ran- 
don,  tuul  a  mill  erected  lor  saw  ing.  E.  i).  Selden,  with  the  aid 
of  his  father,  made  the  business  a  success  fm' many  \  ears.  New 
York  city  being  the  princi});d  market.  Goodell  tuid  others 
have  continued  tfie  business  «q)  to  this  period. 

The  marbU"'  business  in  Kuthuitl  was  eonnnenced  at  Sutli(  r- 
land  Falls  and  at  other  jmints,  and  liutlaud  now  takes  the 
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lead  in  the  production  of  marble,  not  only  in  the  county,  but 
doubtless  ill  the  United  States. 

I'he  nianutarture  of  the  Howe  Scales  was  commenced  in 
Brandon  in  L^;')?,  and  continued  until  1S7.S,  when  the  works 
were  removed  to  Kuthuid,  bidding-  fair  to  rival  tiie  Fairbanks, 
of  St  Johnsbury.  In  various  other  manufactures  liutland 
is  taking  the  lead  at  the  present  day. 

The  Jiachelder  Fork  factory  in  ^Valling•ford  staivds  uririval- 
ed  in  the  county  or  State,  the  superiority'  of  their  work  insur- 
ing a  market  for  their  [)roducts  even  in  the  old  world. 

Jt  has  proved  a  ditlicult  task  to  call  to  mind  the  names  of 
the  early  merchants  in  the  principal  eastern  towns  of  the  coun- 
ty, :in<l  the  writer  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  others  to  aid 
him.  In  l>randon  there  were  ('a[)t.  Simonds,  A\'illiam  .Vm- 
bler,  J)oct'  Thormlike,  Gideon  llorton,  l?enuel  Childs,  Sihirs 
U.  Deming,  Josiah  i^lrmenter,  Kufus  Harris,  Koger  Fuller, 
dohn  Conant,  John  (.\)nant  Sons,  ^Matthew  W.  Birchard, 
I.      F.  Jackson. 

In  Pittsford  among  th''  early  mei'chants  were  George  A\'al- 
ton,  S.  F.  Avery,  St  urges  Pen  fie  Id,  Gil))ert  ICvans,  Sam- 
uel Gordan  ^.^c  Son,  'Jliomas  Titfany,  Isaac  Ilayden,  Granger 
c<:  Sons,  L  Simonds      Co.,  Addison  Buck,  and  others  later. 

The  prominent  early  merchants  of  Ivutland,  with  some 
omissions.  [)ei"haps,  ^^■el•e  as  follows  :  Jonathan  ^^'ells,  James 
D,  J)utler,  Thomas  Hooker,  George  T.  i  lodges,  Frederick  Ful- 
ler, l-'rancis  Slason,  1  )aniel  Ghapman,  James  Barrelt,  lien  Dix, 
(;.  \V.  c<:  L.  Daniels,  Daniels  r.eil. 

Fiisha  Smith  was  one  of  Glarendon's  merchants  as  early  as 
177;^,,  followed  l)y  John  Pobbins,  Galeb  Hall,  H.  S.  W. 
Hodges,  and  fIo-:«e[)h  lUitton.  .Mr.  Uobbins  removed  to  \\'al- 
lingford  in  IVJ><. 

Martin  Gavenagh,  Fbenezer  Towner,  Manley  Hall,  Joel 
Hill,  William  Fox  and  ICliakim  Johnson  were  the  early  mer- 
chants and  business  men  of  \\'allingford.  The  tew  names  J 
have  found  in  Danby  are  Xalhan  La[)am,  Hosea  ^\'illiams, 
auvl  Jansv's  .Mi-Daisiols,  who  was  blind  for  man v  y(^ars  Ijefove 
ins  d.eath,  taking  little  of  his  hoarded  wealtli  with  him  at  the 
lust. 


44  CKNTENNTAL  CKLKBKATION  OF  THE 

.Shre\vs]>ury  and  Mount  Holly,  both  virtually  mountain 
towns,  hud  tlicir  niorcliants.  The  former  was  in  the  earl  y  days 
traversed  over  tlie  hill  past  tlie  store  and  tavern  of  Stephen 
Gleason,  a  successful  pioneer — Finney  vSg  Hodges,  A\'illiam 
Marsh  and  dcrhn  l>uckmaster  following  after — while  in  Mount 
Holly  Nathan  'J\  Sprague,  Samuel  Hemiuway  and  Hartwell 
l>ent  were  the  only  early  merchants  the  writer  can  call  to  mind. 

Distinguislied  among  the  early  merchants  Avas  James  1). 
l^utler,  of  ivutland.  Previous  to  18-?0  the  merchants  of  the 
County  were  -generally  small  dealers,  and  the  wiping  out  of 
the  early  manufacturing  interests  is  the  marked  feature  of  the 
industries  of  the  County,  sui)plemented  fortunatel}'  with 
others  of  greater  magnitude,  but  more  centrally  lo'-atcd. 

Ill  health  having  })revented  George  M\  Ghrq^lin,  J^lsq.,  of 
Rutland  frofu  furnishing  an  article  on  ' -Jveminiscences  of  the 
olden  times."  the  next  thing  on  the  progranuue  was  the  "His- 
tory of  (.'astleton  Medical  College,"  to  which  v/as  appended  a 
history  of  the  medical  and  scientific  studies  of  the  County,  by 
J.  M.  Currier,  M.  I).,  of  Castleton.  Following  are  the  arti- 
cles last  mentioned  : 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

liY  JOHN  y\.  c'LKKiKii,  y\.  I).,  CASTm:T<:>N,  vfj:.mont. 

This  institution  was  tirst  chartered  by  the  Cieneral  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  W'rmont,  October  21.),  IS  I  8. 

'^\N  ACT  IXCOlv'POlCV  riXG  THE  (^ASTLETOX  MED- 
IC \VE  ACADEAIY." 

Shction  1 ,  '-It  is  licreby  enacted  by  the  General  Assenibl/j  of 
the  State  of  I  "ennont, 

That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted,  constituted  and  estab- 
lished, a  medical  .Vcademy  in  the  town  of  Castleton,  in  this 
State:  and  th;it  Selali  ( nitlley  and  Theodore  ^\'oodward,  of 
naid  Caslleton,  and  lluMr  :i>st>cial cs,  hereby  art>  con>(itiited  a 
body  [)()litic  and  corp\)r.:it-^,  for  the  ])urposes  of  instrucf  iDg  in 
the  science  of  physic,  surgery,  chemistry,  and  all  the  diil'er- 
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ent  ]>r;inchos  of  science  connected  with  the  healing  art,  to  be 
distinguished  and  known  by  the  name  of  The  C'or[)oration  of 
Castleton  ^ledical  Academy  ;  and  that  by  said  name  they,  the 
said  Selah  (Iridlej'  and  Theodore  AVoodward,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  po^vers  of 
making  and  altering  their  own  by-laws  and  regulations,  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  State  ;  of  talcing  and  iiolding 
by  gift,  })urchase  or  devise,  any  real  or  personal  estate,  and 
of  selling  the  same  ;  of  aj^pointing  and  removing  instructors  ; 
of  suing  and  being  sued  ;  and  of  doing  all  those  acts  that  the 
good  of  said  corporation  may  require,  for  the  purposes  for 
.A\  Inch  the  same  is  created  ;  said  corporation  may  have  a  com- 
mon seal,  and  the  sanio  mKct'  ;nid  change  lit  jdensnre. 
Section  2.  And  it  is  iLcrebij  furtker  enadtd^ 
That  a  quorum  of  said  corporation,  to  do  any  business, 
shall  consist  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of 
the  members  of  said  corporation. 

Skctiox  3.    And  it  'is  hcrelnj  farther  enacted , 
That  the  tlrst  meeting  of  said  corporation  shall  be  holden 
at  the  place  ^vliere  the  medical  school  is  now  kept,  in  said  Cas- 
tleton,  on  the  lirst  Monday  of  December  next." 

Agreeably  to  the  above  act,  the  corporation  met  and  organ- 
ized on  the  7th  da}  of  December,  181S,  in  a  building  Av  hei*e 
now  (l-SSl)  stands  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  J.  X.  Northrop,  in 
Castleton,  iinmcdiately  east  of  the  lot  on  which  stands  the 
town  hall.  Selah  (Jridley  was  mtide  president,  Theodore 
Woodward  vice  president,  and  Tiiomas  j^.  Matthews  secre- 
tary. 

The  corporation  provided  for  one  course  of  medical  lectures 
annually,  c^f  eight  to  twelve  weeks:  and  three  readitig  terms 
of  twelve  weeks  each.  Selah  (Jridlev  was  assi<i:ned  to  tlie 
chair  of  theory  and  practice  and  Materia  Medica  ;  Theodore 
Woodwanl  to  that  of  Surgery  and  Obstetrics;  and  Thomas 
P.  S.  Matthews  to  that  ofAnatfunv.  I^hvsiolou'v  an<l  ( 'hemis- 
try. 

t  )etober  27,  ISI  U,  the  General  Assend)ly  of  th<'  State  of 
Vermont  passed 
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-AX  ACT  IX  ADDmOX  TO  AX  ACT  P^XTTrLED 
'AX  ACT  TO  TXCOIiPOIiATE  THE  CASTLETOX 
^MEDICAL  ACADEMY.' 

AViiF'SiEAs,  It  appears  that  no  power  has  boon  ^-iven  hy  the 
aet  atoi'esaid  to  eonl'er  any  honors  or  de<;Tees  upon  students 
making-  landihle  |)roHeieney  in  the  diflerent  hranehes  of  sci- 
ence conneeted  w  itli  the  healini'-  art  : 

TiiEHKFOUK,  It  is  herehy  enacted  hy  the  General  Assemhlij  of 
the  State  of  Vermont, 

That  tlie  presiih'nt,  with  the  consent  of  the  professors  of 
said  aeadeni\'.  ^hall  have  po\v(^r  to  ijive  and  confer  tho^e  hon- 
ors and  (h'i:"rees  ns  ar(^  usually  g'iven  in  such  medical  institu- 
tions, uj^on  the  students  of  said  acadeni}^  as  they  shall  think 
worthy  thereof." 

Xotwithstandinu'  the  academy  iiavinir  full  power  to  confer 
deo-rees,  yel  the}'  wvvc  conferred  under  the  aus|)ices  of  ^lid- 
d]el)urv  (_\>l]cL:-e  uj)  to  and  including  tlie  year  1(^27,  when  the 
connection  c<'ased.  I'he  cataloi^'ue  of  the  medical  school  and  of 
the  college^  w  vvi'  issued  conjointly. 

])V  an  art  of  tlie  General  Assenihly  of  the  State  of  Xor- 
uiont,  parsed  Xo\  eml>ei-  7,  1822,  the  cor})oi"ation  of  the  Cas- 
tleton  ^f<'dical  Academy  was  changed  to  tlie  corporation  of 
Vermont  Academy  of  ^Medicine.  The  following  is  tLie  en- 
tire act  : 

"7/  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of 
Vermont, 

That  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  corporation  of  Cas- 
tleton  Medical  Academy  shall  he  known  and  , designated  by 
the  name  of  the  cor[)oration  of  \'ernu)nt  Academy  t»f  Medi- 
cine: and  by  that  nanu' shall  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  all  the 
pro])erty,  rights,  benetits,  ])rivileges,  innnunities,  powers,  and 
ca})acitics  ^vhieh  .aiu',  oi*  may  be,  ludd,  exercised,  oi*  enjoyed, 
l»y  s:iid  C(n'j lorat inn  bv  the  n.'i nu- of  Castlet<Mi  Mrdi*  a]  A<-ad- 
em\'." 

Again  th<'  name  of  this  in^tituti(ni  was  eh:in2('<l  to  CasthHon 
Medical  College,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
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State  of  Vermont,  passed  Xoveiul)ei'  1,  l'*^4l.  The  aet  is 
eO[)ie(l  in  full. 

^''It  is  herebif  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Vermo'/if,  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  eovporation  of  the  Vermont  ^Veadeniy  of 
Medicine  .^liall  hereafter  )>e  known  and  designated  hy  tlie  name 
of  the  corporation  of  the  Castleton  ^NFedieal  College,  and  by 
that  name  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  the  ))i-o})erty,  rights, 
henelits,  jM-iviU^ges,  imnnmities,  powers  and  capacities,  \vhich 
are  or  may  he  held,  exercised  and  enjoyed  !)y  the  s:ud  corpor- 
ation l)y  the  name  of  the  A^'rmont  Academy  of  ^Nfedicine. 

Skc'i  fon  2.  This  act  sludl  take  etfect  from  .and  after  its 
passage." 

Tlu^  tirst  conrsr  of  medical  lectnres  was  delivered  during 
the  winter  of  1818-11);  the  last  course  was  (h'livered  in  the 
spring  of  ISiil.  There  were  no  lectnres  delivered  in  18'^>8 
an<l  18:>!).  L'^p  to  and  including  the  year  1834,  there  was  on- 
ly one  course  of  lecturi\s  annually.  In  iNo;")-!)-"  there  were 
two  eoiu'ses  each  year.  In  1840  and  1841  there  was  only  one 
cours(^  each  year;  1842  to  18.VJ,  ijiclusixe,  there  were  two 
annual  courses,  spring  and  fall.  In  INIJO  and  I8lil  there  was 
only  one  coui'se  delivered  in  each  yeai'. 

:\ii:>i!;ek.s  of  the  coupokattox. 

Selait  Gkidley,  M.  1)..  was  one  of  the  original  incorpor- 
ators :  resigned  in  182f). 

TiiEOi)oi:E  WooDWAiH),  ^^1.  D.,  oue  of  the  original  incor- 
porators, and  continued  to  ])e  until  his  death,  in  1840. 

T.  P.  ^Iathews,  a.  M.,  from  1811)  to  1820. 

Hon.  C.  Lanodox,  A.  M.,  from  181'.)  to  1830. 

Rev.  Kliir:  S.mitii,  from  1811)  to  1831. 

Le(^naiu>  K.  Latiikop,  A.  B.,  from  1811)  to  1821). 

John  Meaciiam,  from  1811)  to  1831). 

John  Goormix,  from  1811)  to  1825. 

James  Adams,  Ks<..,  from  1811)  till  1854. 

Hon.  Zimui  llowr.,  A.  M.,  iVom  1811)  to  tlie  close. 

T.  P.  [iATr-iiELi.EK,  A.  jNF.,  M.D.,from  1819  till  his  resig- 
nation, in  1822. 
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Joseph  A.  Gallup,  A.  iNI.,  ^l.  D.,  troiu  1820  till  bis  res- 
ignation, in  18*24. 

Amos  Eatox,  A.  M.,  from  1820  to  1822. 

Jonathan  A.  Allkn,  ]M.  D.,  from  1822  nntil  his  reinovnl, 
in  lS2i). 

Willta:v[  Andepson,  jNI.  D.,  from  1828  to  1824. 

IvEV.  Ethan  Sahih,  from  1823  to  1827. 

Hon.  C.  K.  Willlvms,  A.  INL,  from  1823  to  1830. 

PIenuv  Howe,  A.  ]N[.,  from  1825  to  1827. 

WiLLLVM  TuLLV,  A.        M.  D.,  from  1827  to  1839. 

Benta^hn  F.  L  vngdon,  a.  M.,  from  1828  to  the  close. 

Joseph  pEiiKixs,  .Af.  D.,  from  1820  till  his  resij^nation,  in 
Jann.iry,  l-^o7. 

Selah  II.  .MEiHHLL,  A.  M.,  froHi  1830  to  his  death,  in 
1831). 

Samuel  Moultox,  Esq.,  from  1830  to  1830. 

OiiLAXDo  X-  Dax  v,  from  1830  to  his  resignation,  in  1830. 

JoxATHAX  Dox  A\^)Oi)WAiM),  ^l.  D.,  1830  to  Ihe  close. 

Chestei:  SpEXCEi;,  from  1S30  to  the  close. 

xVkuxa  W.  ITvue,  from  1838  to  the  close. 

M.  n  .  Laxcdox,  1':s().,  from  1838  to  1851. 

Ezi:k!el  IUjel,  Es<^,  from  1830  to  his  resignation,  in 

18:)8. 

Oli\  Eij  n.  IIajhhs,  from  1838  to  his  death,  in  18<;0. 

Timothy'  W.  Kice,  from  1838  to  his  resignation,  in  1841. 

IsuAEL  DA\  in  ,  from  183S  to  his  r(\sign;ition,  in  181(). 

Isaac  T.  WiadJri',  from  183'0  to  his  resignation,  in  1857. 

I^K.  Horace  Guekx,  from  1830  to  his  resignation,  in  1841. 

Ja:\ies  McClintock,  from  1841  to  ])eoeml>er  30,  1843, 
when  the  Corporation  by  vote  declared  his  connection  with 
the  Institution  severe<l. 

E.  S.  Ca!:i:,  from  1N42  to  bis  resignation,  in  1853. 

]\Iu;)i>LETox  GoLDSMiTfi,  from  1815  to  his  resignation,  in 
1857. 

Di>'.  William  Sw  Eirr/Ei:,  from  l'S52  to  bis  resigj^al  ion,  in 
I'^OO. 

C.  L.  Eoi;d,  from  1852  to  his  resignation,  in  February, 
1862. 
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Moses  Jackmax,  from  1850  to  the  close. 

A.  G.  W.  Smith,  from  1852  to  1858. 

B.  F.  Adams,  from  1854  to  the  close. 

Dii.  A.  T.  AVooDWAKD,  from  1854  to  his  resignation  in  Sep- 
tember, 18  GO. 

Ferkaxd  Pakkei^,  from  1857  to  the  close. 

WiLLAiiD  Guilds,  M.  D.,  from  1857  to  his  resignation,  in 
1858. 

C.  ^1.  AViLLAKD,  from  1858  to  the  close. 
Carlos  S.  Siiermax,  from  1858  to  the  close. 
Chatiles  Sheldon,  from  1800  to  the  close. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allex,  from  1860  to  the  close. 

tresidexts  of  the  corroratiox. 

Selaie  Gridley,  from  December  7,  1818,  to  December  6, 
1819. 

J.  P.  Batchelder,  from  December  G,  1819,  to  December 
10,  1820. 

JosETH  A.  Gallup,  froni  December  10,  1820,  to  Decem- 
ber 20,  1824. 

Chauxcy  Laxgdox,  from  December  20,  182G,  to  Decem- 
ber 18,  1827. 

AVilll\m  Tully,  from  December  18,  1827,  to  November 
14,  1837. 

John-  :MEAcnAM,  from  Nov.  14,  1837,  to  ]March  27,  1838. 
AVjlllvm    Tulley,    from  Marcli  27,  1838,   to  Oct.  4, 
1839. 

Dr.  IlouACE  Gr.EEX,  from  October  4,'  1839,  to  August  30, 
1841. 

Dr.  James  ^IcCltxtock,  from  August  30,  1841,  to  his  re- 
moval by  the  cor[)oration,  Decembei-  30,  1843. 

JosERrr  Perkixs,  from  xVugu^t  30,  1843,  to  l^e))ruary  25, 
1857.  « 

Mjddletox  Goldsmith,  from  Feln-uary  25,  l'S57,  to  Xo- 
vember  14.  1857. 

^^"^.L\I;D  GniLT>s,  from  Xovember  14,  1857,  to  ^lay  28, 
1858. 

CiiEbTER  Spexcer,  froui  May  28,  1858,  to  the  close. 
4 
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SECKETATilES  OF  THE  CORrOKATION. 

Thomas  P.  Matthews,  from  December  7,  1818,  to  iMarch 
4,  1819. 

Theodore  Woodward,  from  March  4,  1819,  to  December 
18,  1821. 

ZiMRi  Howe,  from  December  18,  1821,  to  Novem])er  21, 
1832.  , 

B.  F.  Laxgdox,  from  Xovember  21,  1832,  to  November  25, 
1834. 

S.  H.  ]Merrill,  from  November  25,  1834,  to  Xovember 
14,  1837. 

0.  X.  Daxa,  from  Xovember  14,  1837,  to  December  2, 
1839. 

T.  W.  RrcE,  from  December  2,  1839,''to  October  5,  1841. 

1.  Davey,  from  October  5,  1841,  to  Xovember  20,  1844. 
E.  S.  Carr.  from  Xovember  20.  1844,  to  Xovember  21, 

1854. 

A.  T.  Woodward,  from  Xovem])er  21,  1854,  'to  ]\lay  7, 
1857. 

B.  F.  ADA:^rs.  from  ^l^y  7.  1857  to  the  close. 

MEDICAL  FACULTi'. 

Selah  Gridley,  professor  of  tiiecny  and  practice  of  medicine 
and  ^NTaterla  ^Tedica  from  1818  to  1820,  and  medieal  jurispru- 
dence in  1820. 

TiiEODor.E  AA\)ODWA];D,  professor  of  surgery  and  obstetrics, 
and  diseases  of  women  and  children  from  1818  to  1839. 

J  J.  Leroxte  Cazier,  a.  M.,  professor  of  clicmistry,  anato- 
my and  physiology  from  1818  to  1819. 

Tho.mas  p.  }^rATTm:\vs,  A.  M.,  professor  of  chemistry  and 
anatomy  from  1819  to  1820. 

John  P.  ].>atcheeder,  ^1.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  1819  to  1821. 

Amos  Eatc>x,  Professor  of  Botany,  Chemistry  and  X;itural 
Philosophy  from  b^20  to  1825. 

Joseph  A.  Gaeet/i%  Professor  oi'  The(ny  and  Practice  and. 
Materia  :\redica,  from  1820  to  1823. 
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"William  Anj>ei:son,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiolo- 
gy from  1822  to  1824. 

JoxATiiAX  A.  Allex,  Professor  of  oMateria  iNIedica  and 
Pharmacy  from  1822  to  1829. 

William  Tully,  M.  D,,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  :\redieine  from  1821  to  1839. 

Aldex  ^Iarcti,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  from 
1825  to  1834. 

Lewis  C.  Beck,  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry  from 
182C  to  1832. 

Amos  Eatox,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  from  182G 
to  1828. 

Solo.mox  Foote,  Professor  of  Xatural  Philosophy  from 
1828  to  1833. 

Joirx  D'WuLF,  Profi^ssor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Phi- 
loso})hy  from  1833  to  1839. 

Ja3ies  II.  AuMSBr,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
from  1835  to  1839. 

Horace  Gi;eex,  Professor  of  Theorj^  and  Practice  of  Phys- 
ics, from  1839  to  1841. 

Joseph  Peimvixs,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  av.d  Ob- 
stetrics, from  1839  to  1857. 

James  IIadlev,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharniacj^ 
from  1839  to  1841. 

liop.EUT  Nelsox,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
from  18;V9  to  1840. 

Ja3ies  l>i;vAX%  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence, from  1839  to  1811. 

James  McCllxtock,  Professor  of  General,  Special  and 
Surgical  Anatomy,  from  1841  to  1843. 

FiiAXK  II.  Hamjltox,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery,  from  1841  to  1842. 

C.  L.  Mitchell,  Professor  of  Physiology,  General  Pa- 
thology and  Operative  Obstetrics,  from  1811  to  1845, 

1)a\  11)  r\l.  Reese,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Pra^'tice  of 
Medicine,  iVom  1841  to  18  1:). 

William  C  \\\\LLArE,  Professor  of  Opthalmic  Anatoiny 
and  Surgery,  from  1841  to  1842. 


52  CEXTEN^riAL  CELERRATTON  OF  THE 

Willia:m  ]Matheu,  rrofessor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 
in  1841. 

William  P.  Russell,  Pi-ofessor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
in  1842. 

Alfred  C.  Post,  Professor  of  Opthalmic  Anatomy  and 
Surgery  from  1842  to  1843. 

EzKA  S.  Cakr,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Natural  History, 
and  Pliysiology,  from  1842  to  1853. 

Samuel  PATn\:\iAX,  Professor  of  Descriptive  and  Surgical 
Anatomy  from  1843  to  1845. 

^IiDDLETOX  GoLDsiMiTU,  ]*rofessor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery  from  1845  to  1857. 

TiioiiLvs  ^I.  ]\Iaukoe,  Professor  of  Descriptive  and  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy  from  1840  to  1849. 

SoLOMOX  FooTE,  Professor  of  Medical  eJurisprudence  from 
1844  to  184G. 

.  C.  L.  FoiiD,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  from 
1849  to  18G0. 

Willta:\i  C.  KiTTRTDCE,  Professor  of  >[edical  Jurispru- 
pence  from  184G  to  1858. 

GeoIk'GE  IIadl'-:!',  Professor  of  Chemistry  ond  Natural  His- 
tory from  1853  to  1855. 

Adi^iax  T.  AVoodward,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children,  from  185G  to  18G0. 

Albert  Smit[[,  Professor  of  Materia  ^fedica  and  Tliera- 
p  eat  ICS,  in  1857. 

AViLLiAM  P.  Sevmour,  Professor  of  Materia  ]\Iedica,  from 
1857  to  the  close. 

E.  C.  Saxborx,  Professor  of  Surgery,  from  1857  to  the 
close. 

P.  PiXEO,  Professor  of  ATedical  Jurisprudence,  from  1859 
to  the  close. 

P.  D.  Brai>ford,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology, 
from  1859  to  the  close. 

Charlks  L.  AiJ.EV,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural 
History  in  1-^55  and  ]Nr><;. 

Geok<;e  [Iai>lev,  l^rofessor  of  Ciiemistry  and  Natural  His- 
tory, from  185G  to  the  close.  ' 
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Charles  L.  Allen,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  from  18G0  to  the  close. 

WfLLiA^r  SvvEETSEi;,  Professsor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  from  1843  to  18nO. 

Pale  Go\vdi:y,  [)rofessor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  from 
183^)  to  1813. 

presidents  of  the  facctlty. 

Selaii  GiifDLEY,  from  1818  to  1819. 

John  P.  Patchelhek,  from  1819  to  1820. 

JosEi'ii  A.  Gallup,  from  1820  to  1824. 

\yiLLL\:\i  TuLLY,  from  1S21  to  1839.  •  . 

HoiiACE  Gkeen,  from  J  840  to  1841. 

Ja:\ies  SMcClintock,  from  1141  to  1843. 

JosEPir  Pepkins,  from  1843  to  1857. 

C.  L.  Fonn,  in  1857. 

WiLLiA.M  Sweetzeu,  tVoui  1857  to  1860. 

Chas.  L.  Allen,  from  1800  to  the  olose. 

REGISTRAP.S  OF  THE  FACULTY. 

Thomas  P.  Matthews,  from  1818  to  1819. 
Theodoiie  AVoodwapd,  from  1819  to  1839. 
Joseph  Pei:klns,  from  1840  to  1842. 
E.  S.  Capr,  from  1842  to  1843. 
Geopge  IIadley,  in  1854. 

The  Dean  of  the  faculty  acted  as  Registrar  fom  1854  to 
1856. 

A.  T.  Woodward,  from  1856  to  1860. 

Since  1860  no  minutes  of  the  faculty  ^Ycre  kept. 
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CICNTEKMAL  CELEBRATION  OF  THE 


MEDICAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC  SOCIETIES  OF 
RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


BY  JOKN  M.  CURIMER,  M.  D.,  OF  CASTLETOX,  VERMONT. 


THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  society  wasorgaiii/ed  ia  February,  1877,  at  Castletoti. 
Dr.  J.  D.  Hanrahaii.  of  Itutlaiid,  was  the  first  President :  Dr. 
A.  T.  "Woodward,  of  i>randon,  was  elected  President  in  July, 
1877,  and  re-elected  in  1878:  Dr.  II.  P.  Jones,  of  Benson, 
was  elected  President  in  July,  1879  :  Dr.  L.  D.  Ross,  of  Poult- 
ney,  was  elected  President  in  July,  1880.  Dr.  John  ^1.  Cur- 
rier, of  Castlcton,  was  elected  Secretary  when  the  society  was 
organized,  and  re-elected  eveiy  year  until  1880,  when  Dr.  E, 
D.  Ellis,  of  Poultncy,  was  chosen  to  the  ofHce.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  society  are  held  eveiy  three  months,  in  the  several 
towns  of  the  county.  The  society  has  been  constantly  grow- 
ing in  members  nnd  usefulness  since  its  organization.  The 
annual  meeting  is  us'ially  held  at  Hydeville  in  July — ^and  ni- 
ter the  exercises  of  the  day  the  members  make  an  excursion 
to  the  Island  and  to  other  resorts  on  Lake  Bomoseen. 

CASTLETON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  society  was  organized  December  21,  Isp),  by  the  stu- 
dents of  Castleton  .Medical  Academy.  They  met  every  even- 
in^r  durin<^  the  session  of  medical  lectures.  One  of  the  mem- 
hers  was  aj^poinled  to  lecture  at  (>  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  professors  of  liie  Acadeniy  were  Honorary  Members. 
January  4,  I-SlU,  tliey  rta-x.-d  a  rcs(.lution  to  l»uy  a  <'abiju'(,  for 
the  purpose  of  commencincr  a  collection  of  specimens  of  Nat- 
ural 'History,  and  having  a  place  to  store  them.    It  seems 


ORCrAXIZATIOX  OF  RUTLAND  COUNTY,  VER.MONT.  55 

that  this  was  the  commenceinent  of  the  hirge  Cabinet  of  Cas- 
tleton  Medical  College.  N.  Fames  was  the  first  President 
and  A.  Kellogg  the  tirst  Secretary.  It  continued  in  active 
opemtion  two  years.  The  following  note  was  appended  to 
the  records  of  the  society  : 

•'I'hu.s  died  the  CasLletou  ^ledieal  Society — It  has  been  of  great  bcuefit 
to  its  members  and  might  have  contiimed  so  coeval  with  the  Medical  lii- 
stitiitioii,  had  not  private  jealousy  preyed  upon  its  members  and  expelled 
the  spirit  of  constitution.    Sic  transit  gloria  mundi.  J.  Perkins.'" 

CASTLETOX  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  CLIXIC. 

This  organization  was  made  l)y  the  physicians  of  Castleton 
and  vicinity  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  to  poor  people 
medical  advice  ;ind  surgical  assistance  free.  ■  Meetings  were 
held  on  the  tirst  and  third  ^lonchiys  of  each  month  at  2  o'cloo-k 
P.  M.,  at  the  otfices  of  the  dilferent  members.  Special  meet- 
ings were  held  at  other  times  when  occasion  recpiired  it. 

This  clinic  was  organized  in  August,  1879.  Dr.  J.  N.  Js'or- 
throp  has  held  the  othce  of  President,  and  Dr.  John  M.  Cur- 
rier the  ollicc  of  Secretary,  since  its  organization.  The  dis- 
cussion of  medical  subjects  was  a.  great  advantage  to  the 
meml)ers  of  the  organiztition,  while  it  served  to  create  more 
fraternal  fecliug  among  thorn.  Such  cases  in  surgery  as  are 
usually  sent  to  the  cities  for -treatment  are  ena})led  to  receive 
assistance  at  home  at  a  small  outlay,  without  incurring  any 
risk  in  traveling. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  ALUMXI  OF  CASTLETOX  IMEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

This  society  w^as  organized  June  6,  1843.  The  annual 
meeting  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  spring  session;  the 
semi-annual  meeting  on  the  last  day  of  the  autumnal  session. 
The  tirst  ofKcers  were  Joseph  Perkins,  President,  Josiah  N. 
Northrop,  Secretary,  Egbert  Jamieson,  Treasurer.  This  so- 
ciety continued  in  active  operation  until  the  school  was  dis- 
continued in  1862, 
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CASTLETON  N0K3IAL  SCHOOL  SCIENTEE^IC  CLUB,  CASTLETOX. 

This  society  was  organized  September  G,  187(3,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cultivating  a  taste  for  science  and  disseminating  sci- 
entific knowdedge  among  the  people.  Dr.  J.  N.  Northrop 
was  president  in  1S76,  1877,  1878  and  1879,  Dr.  Jame^ 
Sanford  was  president  in  1879,  1880  and  1881.  Dr.  John 
M.  Currier  was  elected  Secretary  when  the  society  v\'as  organ- 
ized, and  l):is  held  it  to  the  present  time.  The  proceedings 
were  tirst  published  in  the  Rutland  Daily  Globe ^  and  after- 
wards in  the  Rutland  Herald  and  Globe.  The  meetini>"s  were 
held  as  often  as  the  principal  ollicers  thought  proper. 

Xext  in  order  was  the  following  article  on  *Tvailroads  and 
Rutland  County,'.'  prepared  by  Hon.  George  A.  ^Merrill  of 
Rutland : 
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RAILROADS,  AND  RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


BY  Gr:OJIGE  A-  MEIiKILL. 

December  17,  1 811.),  saw  for  the  last  time  the  great  staoe 
line  between  Burlington  and  Bellows  Falls  pass  alonLi-  roads 
where  the  .^mart  whip  and  his  trappy  team  of  Morgans  had  so 
long  held  herald's  sway,  and  been  the  ideal  worship  of  lad  and 
lass  of  every  village  thioiigh  which  it  passed  ;  and  with  its  de- 
partnre  went  out  the  light  and  eheer  of  the  old-time  tavern, 
whose  landlords  and  landladies  even  now  come  back  to 
memory  with  honest,  wai-m  hearted  greetings. 

Oat  of  these  enterprises  grew  such  men  as  Chester  Cha- 
pin  and  Genery  Twitchell  in  Massachusetts,  Robert  Morse 
and  T).  P.  Cheney  in  New  IJampshire.  ^lahlon  Cottrill,  Otis 
Bardwell,  E.  Foster  Cooke  and  William  ^I.  Field  in  Ver- 
mont, who  when  their  s]:)ec!alty  was  absorbed  b}'  raili"oad  tran- 
sit took  u[)  analagous  work,  under  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  became  Presidents  of  railroads,  express  companies, 
builders  of  cars,  and  proj)rietors  of  palatial  hotels,  all  with 
marked  success. 

The  same  enterprise  in  planning,  the  same  energy  in  pur- 
suit, the  same  skill  in  execution,  which  inaugurated  and  form- 
ed the  mammoth  stage  line  between  the  seaboard  and  oui'  in- 
land towns,  was  equally  successful  in  constructing,  et[uip})ing 
and  managing  railroads. 

■  Nor  let  us  forget,  greater  than  all  to  our  then  young  eye.^, 
the  Slayr'  driver^  a  race  of  men  not  always  of  the  highest 
type,  yet  })ossessed  of  rare  conversational  j^owers  and  ready 
wit,  whose  contact  with  chance  })assengers,  and  the  |)rovin- 
cialisms  of  ditlcrent  localities  along  their  route,  develo[)cd  a 
cosmopolitan  thought  ^v^.i(•h.  v.  ith  n;itive  commo!!  sense,  cre- 
ated in  them  a  phenomenal  class,  alike  useful  and  popular 
with  all. 
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In  less  than  half  a  ceiituiy  after  Trevitliick  took  out  his 
"first  patent  for  adopting  a  Steam  Engine  to  move  upon  a 
road,"  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  when  the  tirst 
railroad  for  general  traffic  was  completed  in  England,  the  ac- 
tual system  of  railroads  nas  inangarated  in  Rutland  county, 
by  the  opening  of  the  Rutland  and  Burlington  Railroad,  De- 
cember IS,  1849. 

Its  firbt  Board  of  Directors,  elected  July  3,  1845,  were  Tim- 
othy FoUett,  President,  Sanmel  Barker,  Ira  Stewart,  Charles 
Lmsley,  John  A.  Conant,  Chester  Granger,  Geo.  T.  Hodges, 
William  Henry  and  Henry  X.  Fullerton.  At  the  next  election 
Barker,  Stewart  and  1  Icury  N.  Fullerton  retired,  and  Samuel  P. 
Strong,  ^^'illiam  Xash  and  Henry  X.  Fullerton  v\'ere  elected, 
as  also  flohn  Elliot  of  Iveene,  X^.  IL,  Samuel  Dana  and  Sau)- 
uel  Hcnshaw  of  ]V).-(on,  making  the  number  thirteen.  Again 
January  !•),  lS-17,  Paris  Fh^tcher  was  elected  in  place  of  Wil- 
liam Xash,  and  Xathan  Rice,  John  Howe  and  Benjamin  T. 
Read,  in  lieu  of  Dana,  Gray  and  llenshaw. 

Tlicse  were  the  projectors,  and  upon  these  men — wIjo  gave 
thought,  time,  money,  to  the  exhaustion  and  wreck  of  physi- 
cal and  tnental  heallh,  sadly  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Follelr, — de- 
volved the  struggles,  discouragement,  risk  of  private  fortune 
and  re[)utalion,  as  upon  George  AV.  Strong  and  others,  in  the 
AVestcrn,  and  (lovcrnors  Paino  and  Fairbanks  in  the  Eastern 
})art  of  the  State,  uritil  fmally  that  which  was  at  tirst  only  a 
courageous  thought  expanded  and  grew  until,  all  obstacles  over- 
come, tlu^v  had  their  reward  in  success,  leaving  behind  them 
memorials  lasting  as  the  orientars, 

*'I  pray  thee  then, 
Write  mo  as  one  who  loves  his  fellow  men. 

* 

And  lo!  ik-n  Adhem's  nume  led  all  the  rest." 
Two  other  roads,  the  Rutland  and  ^Vashington  and  the  Rut- 
land aiid  Whitehall,  ran  a  short  distance  in  Rutland  County, 
thence  connecting  with  Xew  York  and  Western  lines,  thus 
brirviu""  its  IowtiS  nud  nco!)]^  in!<>  ci()>e  ueiii'hboi'hood  with 
the  irreat  c(u-eal  growitig  States  of  tlie  W'est,  and  with  the  sea- 
V)oard  at  Boston  and  Long  Island  Sound  in  the  East. 
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In  1.^  1-0  a  jounioy  across  our  continent  consumed  six  montlis, 
the  locomotion  chietly  nuile  power,  requiring  mulish  persist- 
ence and  strong  bodies,  to  endure  the  kmg  march  over  imcer- 
tain  trails.  To-day  the  journey  from  the  Green  ^lountains 
in  ^'ermont  to  tlie  (  roldeu  Gate  on  the  Pacitic  is  accom[>lish- 
ed  in  nine  days,  in  the  conventional  PaLice  Car,  furnished  with 
luxuries  exceptional  to  home,  and  which  had  it  l)een  told  hy 
the  unknown  autho]'  of  Arabian  Nights  would  have  amused, 
but  no  more  been  belie\  (h1  than  the  story  of  the  Forty  Tliieves. 

An  English  writer  says  "the  human  lot  never  alters  in  the 
main  headings  of  its  historj' — hunger  and  labor,  seed  time  and 
harvest,  love  and  death."  True;  but  has  notlunnan  }n-(>gress, 
so  ameliorated  these  disci[)lines  of  life  that  we  eali  hunger  an 
incentive  to  healthy  labor,  seed  time  the  joyous  hope  for  the 
harvest,  and  love  the  essence  of  a  })eaceful  dissolution? 

For  this  to  the  medieval  age  was  given  the  Magnetic  Needle, 
converting  the  hitherto  pathless  and  unstable  waters  into  a, 
high\\'ay  on  which  iiautical  science  has  ma})[>(Kl  unvarying 
lines  for  the  sure  guidance  of  the  mariner. 

For  this  the  tlfteenlh  century  was  given  the  invention  of 
printing,  and  to  our  ccnturs'  has  conje  the  crowning  glory  of 
both  the  application  of  steam  to  locomotion,  navigation  and 
mechanism,  where  before  wns  inlVequent  interchange  and  im- 
[)erfeet  sym[)athy  ;  now  hy  this  triple  power  the  nations  are 
becoming  bound  in  compassionate  brotherhood.  In  the  com- 
pletion of  the  100  vears  y<nir  society  celebrates,  the  gi"eatest 
chan'>-es,  socialh',  conunerciall v  and  in  the  arts  and  sciences, 
I  think  it  may  be  fairly  said  are  due  to  the  railroads  of  the 
world,  of  which  those  in  our  own  country  running  through 
Kutland  County  arc  a  part. 

Prof.  lUitler  said,  in  his  address  at  the  Centennial  of  Put- 
land,  in  181)0,  "Steam  will  carry  Christendom — and  that  as 
Christianizing  con*pieror — through  and  through  the  Moslem 
woi'ld/'  revcrding  to  us  from  his  observation  in  cxttMisive 
travels  the  civilizing  power  of  I'ailroads.  Men  there  are 
vNiio  d(H  r\'  them,  i)<M  :iM-o  <>{'  the  lo-s  of  a  tirst  or  subso {u<  nt 
investment,  ignorant  or  ibrgt^tful  of  the  statistical  fact  that 
uoLwithstauding  individual  losses,  the  actual  increase  in  the 
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world's  wealth  annually  is  not  less  than  ten  per  cent,  upon 
the  cost  of  construction. 

Shrewdness  and  painstaking  care  is  the  pride  and  boast  of 
our  people — all  th(\v  touch  must  jmy — and  in  so  far  as  tliis 
spirit  cultivates  economy  and  thrift,  or  inspires  habits  of  in- 
..du^try,  it  is  well ;  but  "there  is  that  which  is  more  than  meat, 
and  the  body  is  more  than  raiment,"  and  so  the  multifarious 
application  of  steam  to  the  scientific  working  of  iron,  to 
mechanics,  to  engiueering,  to  our  commercial  relations,  and 
from  material  to  aesthetic  life  there  has  come  to  us  in  the  last 
half  of  our  tirst  century,  the  marked  epoch  in  the  world's 
history,  which  brings,  distant  }>oints  into  near  neighborhood, 
broadening  minds  once  bounded  by  local  inlhieuees,  or  inten- 
sitied  by  individual  idiosyncracies,  into  a  quickened  and  larger 
measure  of  thought  and  purpose,  and  the  whole  boundless 
universe  is  ours  I 

"First  the  l)lad(',  then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  corn  in  the 
ear.''  Thus  in  the  early  settlement  of  our  country,  first  the 
indistinct  trail  and  bridh;-})ath,  the  forest  trees  chipped  along 
its  line  to  guide  the  settler,  aloot  or  horseback  ;  a  generation 
later  was  built  the  carriage  road,  then  followed  the  stago  line, 
and  after  that  the  stetim  car. 

The  })rojectors  bnilded  better  than  the}"  knew,  for  in  the 
end  there  will  come  out  of  it — railroads  the  prime  instru- 
ment— not  only  and  ]n'imarily  progress  in  and  development 
of  the  world's  wealth,  but  rctinemcnt  in  the  arts  and  learning, 
"peace  and  good  will  to  men."' 

AVe  turn  our  eyes  upon  the  ohl  century,  carr^'ing  with  us, 
and  grafting  upon,  as  we  step  into  the  new,  the  good  we  have 
gained,  with  faith  born  of  its  experiences,  its  invention  and 
advancement,  that  within  tlie  cycle  of  the  next  hundred  years 
"there  shall  l)e  no  speech  nor  language  where  their  voice  is 
not  heard,"  and  the  fullillment  of  that  grand  civilizing  in- 
lluence,  "their  line  is  gone  out  tln-ough  all  the  earth,  and 
tht'ir  words  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

J.  E,  White,  of  ^\^aHingiord,  was  next  introduced,  and 
gave  some  facts  concerning  the  early  history  of  Wallingford. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  RUTLAND  COONTY.  VERMONT.  CI 

After  a  brief  space  devoted  to  the  explanation  of  some  of  the 
relics  on  exhibition,  the  afternoon  session  was  closed,  and  a 
recess  taken  until  evening.- 


Evening,  7  o'clock. 
In  the  evenino'  there  was  even  a  greater  attendance  than  in 
the  afternoon,  the  large  Town  Hall  being  completely  tilled. 
The  platform  was  occupied  by  a  number  of  prominent  gentle- 
men of  local  and  national  reputation.  Judge  Dorr  again  pre- 
sided. After  music  by  the  band,  the  following  lettei*  of 
regret  fi'om  Itev.  James  D.  Butler,  LL.  D.,  a  native  of  Kut- 
land,  A^t;,  now  of  Madi-on,  Wis.,  was  read  l)y  L.  AV.  Ked- 
ington  : 

PROF.  JAMES  DAVIE  BUTLER'S  LETTER. 

Madison,  AA^ls.,  February  14,  1881. 

To  the  Children  of  Iluilcmd  County^  Met  to  Celebrate  Us  Hun- 
dredth Birthday: 

Congi'atulations  I  cannot  fail  to  send  you,  mingled  with 
regrets  that  I  cannot  be  with  }'ou  in  person  as  well  as  by  paper 
and  ink.  On  hearing  of  A'our  aj^proaching  centenary,  one  of 
m\  first  thouglits  was,  what  is  Rutland  County?  It  cannot 
be  considered  tlje  marble  still  lying  in  quarries  thei'c,  any 
more  than  tliat  wliich  lias  l)een  scattered  all  over  the  continent. 
jS^or  can  I  associate  th(;  County  with  minerals,  oi-  any  sort  of 
material  things,  so  much  as  with  men.  AFen  make  history, 
and  for  men  history  is  made.  Men,  too,  who  had  their  birth, 
physical  or  mental,  in  aiiy  locality,  have  a  sort  of  vital  union 
with  it  when  no  lonirer  heuuned  in  bv  its  terrilorial  lines,  and 
however  far  they  may  adventure  abroad.  The  sti'eam  will 
smack  of  the  fountain.  The  tluMue,  therefore,  uppermost  in 
my  thougliis  for  c-entemiial  consid(U-ation  is  Kutland  County 
outside  of  i!sil/\  or  (^\tra-territt)rial  liutlanders. 

These  outsiders  are  more  nudtitudinous  than  an}'  oue  unused 
to  census  studies  will  believe.    In  1870,  the  native  A'erniont- 
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ers  then  within  the  State  were  243,272,  those  in  other  States 
were  well-nigh  three-fourths  as  many,  namely  176,751.  Add 
to  these  outsiders  those  then  in  Canada  or  beyond  the  seas, 
and  the  percentage  of  Yermonters  abroad  in  comparison  with 
those  at  home  will  be  still  larger.  Nor  have  we  yet  reckoned 
all  the  Ivutland  al^sentees.  How  many  born  in  that  County, 
though  they  had  not  left  the  State,  were  then  residing  in  other 
Counties  of  Vermont? 

But  the  Itutland  ins  and  outs  must  be  weighed  as  well  as 
counted.  AV ho  were  the  outsiders?  Usually  people  in  their 
best  years.  Few  of  them  had  gone  west  merely  to  start  a 
gi-aveyard.  AVho  were  the  insiders?  Oftentimes  those  too 
voun^'  or  loo  old  to  cmiiiTatc,  those  robbed  from  the  cradle 
and  the  grave,  like  Southemi  soldiers  when  the  Rebellion 
stood  on  its  last  legs.  Ten  years  have'  wrought  no  change. 
Half  the  vitality,  the  life-force,  of  Rutland  County  is  now, 
even  as  then,  at  work  l)cyond  its  borders. 

Who  are  these  outlanders? — what  manner  of  men?  Some 
portion  of  them,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  of  the  class  who 
leave  their  country  foi-  their  country's  good.  Ever}'  mother 
country  unfortunately  bears  children  to  whom,  when  they  say, 
"We  nmst  take  leave  of  3"ou,"  her  answer  is,  "There  is  noth- 
ing you  can  ttike  from  me  that  I  would  so  willingly  }>art 
withal."  The  worst  is  that  such  ])rodigals  seldom  abscond 
without  carrying  oil  w  ith,  them  something  vrhich  they  have  no 
business  to  take.  But,  if  1  may  judge  Rutland  County  by 
Windsor,  a  good  man}'  who  turned  their  l)acks  upon  it  have 
made  amends  for  whatev  er  stealings  they  took,  by  taking 
themselves  otl".  In  Spooner's  Vermont  Journal  of  1798,  one 
cent  reward  is  offered  for  t!ie  return  of  Enos  Call,  described 
as  "a  saucy  and  conceited  indented  boy.''  Two  beechnuts  are 
otfered  for  another  runa^\•ay,  doubtless  one  on  whose  back  the 
Green  Mountain  beech-seal  had  been  a]>})lied  in  vain.  The 
bounty  tendered  for  another  fugitive  is  six})en{'(\  and  \vu  dol- 
lars for  SlepluMi  Pike,  a  deserting  soldivr.  Only  liaU*  that 
sum  is  the  inducement  to  recover  a  mare  an<l  watch,  supposed 
to  be  stolen  rather  than  to  have  strayed.    Wives  are  adver- 
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tised  as  forsaking  bed  and  l)oard,  but  no  reward  is  promised 
for  returning  them. 

Who  can  fail  to  reckon  it  amono-  the  ])lessin<^s  of  Ruthmd 
County,  that  chaif  of  this  sort; began  so  early  to  be  sifted  from 
the  good  seed  that  was  there  sown  in  the  wihlerness?  O! 
that  tares  had  been  all  plucked  out  of  its  soil  !  Then,  when 
you  say,  "Tljey  went  out  from  us  because  they  wei'e  not  of 
us,"  nobody  coidd  charge  you  with  Pharisaic  sanctimony. 
But  refuse  has  its  uses.  There  is  some  soul  of  goodness  in 
things  evil.  Some  whose  leaving  was  a  good  riddance  to  the 
Countv,  enterino-  a  ne^v  land,  turned  over  a  new  leaf.  Chanoe 
of  pasture  fattens  calves  ;  so  new  surroundings,  new  opportu- 
nities, new  hopes,  have  niade  new  men  of  vagabonds.  They 
escaped  from  tliemselves,  from,  their  old  indolence,  their  un- 
thrift,  their  dissipations.  They  aspired  to  a  higher  plane  of 
labor  and  of  living,  and  they  ot\en  reached  it.  "Rise  and 
wjdk,"  said  the  apostle  to  the  lame  man.  The  genius  of  emi- 
eration  wrouirht  as  ureal  a  nu'racle  when  it  bade  some  of  your 

GOD  «/ 

good-for-nothings  "walk  and  rise  !" 

You  who  to-day  dwell  at  the  foot  of  Krllington  have  heard 
with  a  surprise,  sometimes  glad  and  sometimes  envious,  con- 
cerning th(?  triumphs  of  youi-  tramps.  Here  not  counted 
worth  the  powder  that  A\ould  kill  them,  they  are  elsewhere 
riding  on  the  high  places  of  the  earth  in  wealth,  power  and 
honor.  When  you  look  at  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  tlioy 
were  digged,  tlieir  Iransformation  doubles  your  faith  in  mirac- 
ulous conversions.  IMoeklieads  liave  gained  as  much  as  cab- 
l)ai»;e-heads  from  transj^lantation,  and  their  liome-sickness  has 
{)roved  as  healthful  as  sea-sickness  has  l)een  considered.  In 
1850  I  attended  the  jubilee  of  Middlebury  College.  .Man^' 
alumni  were  called  up,  and  gave  an  account  of  themselves. 
At  last  a  man  hailing  fiom  Illinois,  though  l)orn  in  Brandon, 
was  asked  for  his  expericnee.  He  said  :  "1  graduated  at  Mid- 
dlebury  as  well  as  vou,  but  not  from  the  college  on  the  west 
hill.  My  Alma  Mater  was  tlu^  cabinet  shop  near  the  Court 
Houso,  and  1  r;in  away  fn.rai  that  institution  In-fore  eonipk-tiug 
my  course."  It  is  enough  to  athl  that  that  llutland  refug(^e 
was  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  for  you  all  know  how  narrowly  he 
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missed  luiving  to  manufacture  a  cabinet  of  the  United  States. 

Another  class  of  emio:]-atinir  Rut  landers  have  been  actuated 
by  a  spirit  of  adventure.  Their  principle  was  that  life  con- 
sists in  motion,  and  that  as  animals  surpass  plants  because 
they  move  more,  so  men  should  surpass  animals  in  locomotion. 
The  best  anecdote  al)0ut  Socrates,  as  they  judged,  was  that 
when  one  came  into  his  school  and  reported  the  beauty  of  a 
certain  lady  to  be  beyond  description,  he  exclaimed,  "Then 
^YQ  must  go  and  let  our  eyes  behold  her,"  and  straightvray  led 
his  disciples  to  make  her  a  call.  To  these  wayward  wan- 
derers tlie  world  seemed  a  book  of  a  thousand  leaves,  of  which 
they  could  read  only  a  single  one  so  long  as  they  lingered  in 
native  scenes,  "dully  sluggardized  at  home."  So  strong  was 
this  feeling  at  the  era  of  my  boyhood,  that  many  a  youngster 
ran  a\^ay  from  Rutland  village  to  rival  Rol)inson  Crusoe,  or 
land  ramblers  of  a  similar  type.  Rolla  Green,  Eben  Knights 
and  Israel  Smith  Avere  instances  among  my  school-fellows. 
None  of  us  in  the  school  Irat  despised  ourselves  because  we 
had  not  pluck  enough  to  follo^v  their  example,  even  after 
pedagogue  Rennock  had  dusted  our  coats  with  sprouts  from 
an  a})plc  tree.  Every  returned  runaway,  in  the  view  of  us 
home-keepers, 

"Did  bestriile  the  narrow  Vvorld 
Like  a  eolossus,  nnd  we  petty  men 
Walked  imder  his  hnii^Q  legs,  and  peeped  about. 
To  find  ourselves  dishonorable  graves.'- 

A  representative  specimen  of  our  Bohemian  elenient  was 
Xathan  Rumsey,  the  first  merchant,  the  first  miller,  and  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  IIub))ardton.  No  other  man  in  Ver- 
mont, or  outside  of  it,  ever  wandered  West  sooner  or  farther 
than  he.  lie  was  one  of  the  handful  who  during  four  years 
ex})lored  the  terra  incog/iiia  of  three  thousand  miles  and  more 
between  St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon.  Nearly 
four  score  years  ago,  Avith  Lewis  and  Clark,  he  was  a  Colum- 
bus of  the  trans-continoiital  route,  then  unknown  even  to 
lu'lians.  tluMigh  now  the  grand  highvvay  of  the  worUL  The 
perils  of  this  pilgrimage  no  one  can  undei"stand  wilhout  a 
mouth's  study  of  its  hair-breadth  'scapes  and  scrapes,  as  daily 
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noted  by  its  chroniclers.    Rumsey  was  a  llutlander  at  large 
on  the  land.    The  ruling  passion  of  such  roaming  liiitlanders 
is  Avell  illustrated  bv  an  old  Rutland  anecdote.    AMk^u  a  statre 
stopped  there  one  night  to  water,  one  of  the  horses  dropped 
down  dead.    A  bystander,  laying  his  hand  on  the  nniniaVs 
neck,  cried  out,  "He  is  cold  already."    Thereupon  a  Hiber- 
nian i)assenger  remarked,  "Why,  that  is  no  wonder.  The 
poor  creatufc  has  been  dead  an  hour,  but  was  runiiing  so  fast 
that  he  had  no  time  to  fall  down  till  we  halted  here  at  the 
watering  trough  I"    \Valter  C'olton,  son  of  a  Rutland  weaver, 
w^as  such  a  restless  rover  on  the  water.    Like  Douglas,  he 
started  as  an  a[)preutice  to  a  cabinet-maker.    Perceiving  that 
he  liad  mistaken  his  calling,  he  left  the  shop  for  Yale,  and 
carried  off  its  tirst  honors.     Ho  was  soon  heard  of  as  a  chap- 
lain in  the  navy,  und  all  over  the  world  Avas  alike  at  home,  as 
a  tish  is  in  nil  oceans.     His  books,  entitled  '^Sea  and  Sailor," 
"Deck  and  J*ort,''  "Land  and  Lee,"  detailed  his  voyages  and 
visits  from  Syria  to  the' Sandwich  Islands,  and  from  the  Golden 
Horn  to  Cape  Horn.    But  he  lost  no  iota  of  his  Rutland  iden- 
tity.   Thus,  landing  in  California  at  the  very  r.ioment  gold 
w^as  dibcovei'cd,  he  was  the  tirst  man  to  send  the  golden  tidings 
east,  in  a  letter  to  the  Philadelphia  Xorth  American.  He 
published  the  lirst  news}):ipcr  on  the  Pacific  slope,  built  the 
tii-st  school  house  there,  and  served  as  the  tirst  alcade  or  chief 
justice.     l^>ut  he  showed  himself  most  truly  a  chip  of  the 
Rutland  l)lock,  because,  while  editor,  school-master  and  judge, 
he  did  not  himself  get  rich  I    Colton  lived  a  general  ion  before 
me.    Thanks  to  steam,  it  has  been  m\'  fortune  to  out-travel 
him — traversing  Colorado,  Utah,  ^bmitoba,  Russia.,  i^destine 
and  Egypt,  which  were  hid  from  his  eyes. 

A  considerai)le  number  of  Rutlanders  have  left  their  natal 
soil  w  ith  no  other  pur[)ose  than  to  do  good — carrying  tidings 
of  Christian  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  One  of  these 
good  men  was  Levi  Parsons,  the  first  ]*rotestant  missionary 
who  <-ru^:i<lcd  to  Pa}e>tine.  His  tV-et  stood  within  the  gates 
of  J(  ru-aU.un  in  the  year  lS'2i.  Less  kuowii,  but  e-.juaily  note- 
worthy, are  more  home  miNsionaries  than  I  c:ui  numl»er,  who, 
though  in  want  of  all  things,  have  sowed  the  precious  seeds 
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of  New  Enghmd  schools,  colleges  and  churches,  up  and  down 
the  vast  valle\'s  of  our  two  continental  rivers. 

Another  variety  of  Rutland  outsiders  arc  those  whom  you 
have  scut  forth  on  public  service,  ^fany  of  these  function- 
aries you  may  well  be  proud  of.  You  sent  Benjamin  Alvord 
to  AVest  Point,  and  he  rose  from  a  cadet  to  be  Paymaster- 
General.  Xor  can  1  pass  in  silence  Solomon  Foote,  who  so 
lonii"  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  Senntois  in  AA'ashinu'ton,  or 
K.  C  Mallarv,  who,  from  the  outset.  Avas  a  leader  in  inauotir- 
ating  our  protective  tariff  policy. 

"iSiot  like  idle  ore, 
l»nt  iron  da*i:  in  central  trlooni. 
And  he.-itiMl  hot  in  bnrninp:  fe;^is. 
And  dipped  in  b;itlH  of  hissing  tears. 
And  battered  by  the  shocks  of  doom. 
To  shripe  and  use." 

P>ut  the  rank  and  tile  of  Puthniders  who  have  forsaken  the 
mountains  ajuid  which  their  infancy  was  cradled,  iiave  not 
been  either  fugitives,  or  romantic  rovers,  or  soul-snving  prop- 
agandists, or  dispatched  on  public  service.  Their  aim  has 
been  simply  to  arrive  at  a  better  field  for  the  exorcise  of  their 
talents  and  industry.  What  they  sought,  they  found  ;  if 
farmers,  wherever  land  was  cheaper,  more  fertile,  easier  tilled, 
or  in  reach  of  bett(>r  markets.  Such  farm-;  they  early  sougtit, 
and  such  farms  sought  them.  Thus,  in  the  Vermont  Journal 
of  March  7th,  ]7!iS,  I  find  i>0,0()0  acres  of  New  Vork  lands, 
far  wc>t  in  Ontario  Cormty,  advertised  by  Lenuiel  Chi|)mnn, 
a  llutiander  who  had  already  betaken  himself  thither.  Pay- 
ment was  to  be  made  by  instalments,  and  those  in  beef  and 
pork.  AVhen  Perry,  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Krie,  discoven'd 
that  his  shi{)  was  sinking,  he  lost  no  time  in  changing  his  base, 
transferring  his  admiral's  Hag  to  a  seaworthy  vessel.  He 
acted  in  the  self-same  spirit  which  long  before  had  in,-})ired 
Vermont  farmers  to  a  new  departure.  This  process  has  still 
gone  on.  A  do/.en  years  ago  I  met  VermoJit  st(H'k  raisers 
thriving  in  the  Sandwieh  Isiainls.  They  had  rlglitly  judged 
that  the  sale  of  bt-ef  couM  nowht-re  be  moi-c  remunerative 
than  among  cannibals  who,  through  longing  for  that  meal 
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when  they  lacked  it,  had  devoured  one  another.  Emigrants 
to  prairies  that  needed  no  clearing-,  from  the  rocks  and  woods 
around  Killington,  were  no  more  successful  than  their  fellows 
whose  proclivities  were  to  conunercial  exchanges.  Witness 
the  prominence  of  Ruthmd  County  men  in  the  annual  re- 
unions of  sons  of  Vermont  in  Chicago.  Whether  thev  h.ave 
owed  more  to  Chicago,  or  Chicago  to  them,  is  still  doubtful. 
Not  alone  in  (^'iiicago,  hut  in  every  city  and  State — yes,  be- 
yond all  our  States,  you  may  trace  outcrops  of  Ivutland 
County,  and  those  for  which  that  single  County  could  not  h;ive 
atlbrded  opportunity,  more  doctors  tiian  all  your  patients, 
more  lawyers  than  all  your  litigants,  more  ministers  than — I 
had  almost  said — than  all  your  sinners.  If  pent  up  in  the 
piu-fold  where  they  were  born,  they  must  be  Kilkenny  cats 
to  each  other.  But^  let  out,  they  each  find  mice  enougli  for 
their  claws.  I  sometimes  compare  them  to  Whittington's  cat, 
which  at.  home  was  worth  only  a  sixpence  to  tan  fr)r  glove- 
leather,  but  which  in  Morocco  sold  for  a  fortune  that  made 
him  Mayor  of  London. 

The  city  of  my  residence  was  laid  out  by  a  son  of  Ihitland, 
Moses  M.  Strong.  The  heads  of  its  first  white  family,  Eben 
Peck,  and  his  wife,  Ivoseline  ^^llard,  of  ]\Iiddlctown,  were 
both  from  Rutland  County.  The  Congressional  Representa- 
tive from  my  district  is  a  Green  Mountain  boy.  So  are  botli 
our  Senators  in  Washington.  In  the  convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution  of  AMsconsin,  of  aboiit  a  hundred  members, 
eighteen  were  })orn  in  Vermont,  that  is,  seven  more  than  from 
all  the  other  Xew  England  States.  I  know  not  that  \'er- 
monters  have  fared  better  in  Wisconsin  than  elsewhere. 

The  outline  I  have  presented  of  Rutland  County  in  its  out- 
side expansion  is  very  imperfect.  Nevertheless  it  constrains 
me  to  feel  tiiat  its  line  has  gone  out  into  all  tlie  earth,  its 
words  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  there  is  nothing  hid  from 
the  heat  thereof.  Rutland  County  shows  no  growth  during 
the  last  decMde.  exce[)t  in  a  single  town,  and  for  several  decades 
it  has  <!n)wn  very  lilfie.  Seventy  years  :igo  its  ] )Oi)u]at iori 
was  almo-t  thirty  thousand  (2'J,  i8().  )  To-day  it  amounts  (o 
but  little  over  forty  thousand  (41, 85G.)    This  fact  argues 


•  IS  CEXTENMAL  CKLECKATiON  OF  THE 

that  the  County  is  full.  Bat  the  growth  of  the  world  outside, 
in  most  places  to  which  Ratlanderis.  have  resorted,  proohiiuis 
that  there  is  room  enough  without — ample  room  and  verge 
enougli  in  the  great  elsewhere. 

We  wanderers  from  our  native  County  grow  old  and  die, 
but  our  joy  is  that  our  mighty  mother,  time-honored,  yet 
with'eN'e  undimmed  and  natural  force  not  abated,  shall  con- 
tinue a  hive  of  nations,  a  mother  of  men,  a  fountain  whose 
streams  shall  gladden  the  world.  Grecian  Attica,  in  tlie  sky- 
line of  its  mountains,  and  in  Pentelican  marl)les,  was  a  twin 
sister  of  Rutland  County,  while  inferior  to  it  alike  in  extent 
and  in  fertility.  The  Athenian  yooth,  however,  as  they  stood 
in  the  'J'emple,  were  taught  to  swciu*  that  Attica  was  bomided 
north  by  barley,  south  by  wheat,  east  by  olives,  and  west  by 
vines. 

Xo  less  broad  than  this  domain  }<  the  true  County  of  Rut- 
land, for  the  real  signilicance  of  the  Athenian  oath  \vas  thai 
the  best  ])rizes  in  all  the  world  were  to  be  the  aim  of  Grecian 
genius  and  gallantry.  The  century  that  has  rolled  nw.MV  has 
0[)en<Hl  to  Kutlanders  n  home  worhi-widc  with  its  best  liavings, 
and  in  centuries  to  come  history  will  re}>eat  itself.  The  future 
cannot  cor)tradi<-t  the  past.  Fro!n  (ireat  r)rltain  there  has 
come  forth  a  £>reater  Rji-itain,  and  from  Rutland  CouJitv  there 
shall  be  liorn  a  daughter  whom  thai  goodly  mother  shall  I'ejoire 
to  sec  surpa.ssii\u'  hei-self. 

Yours  in  fellowship  ot*  Rutland  County  remembrances. 

JA^iKS  DAVIK  P>rTLi:U. 

Hon.  ITenry  Clark  rea<l  sevenil_  other  Ictt^^rs  from  those 
who  had  been  asked  to  atttmd  the  celebi-ation.  Among  the 
writers  were  \V.  'i'.  Nichols,  of  Cfiieago  ;  (icorge  clones,  ])ro- 
})rietor  of  the  New  ^'ork  'i'imes,  a  native  of  Poult ney  ;  Hon. 
8.  \V.  Dorsey,  a  native  of  RouUmn"  and  an  ex-Scnator  from 
Arkansas;  lion.  Henry  liallard,  of  liurlington  :  Hon.  Edwin 
A.  ^Ici-ritt,  a  native  of  Sudbury  and  now  ColliMtoi-  of  the 
port  nl"  Xcw  York;  lion.  iH-njamiit  Aivord,  of  W'asliiiigton. 
J>.  C,  a  native  of  Rutland,  and  I't-v.  Dr.  George  N.  i>oard- 
man,  of  Chicago,  a  native  of  Castleton. 
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An  article  written  \>y  lion.  S.  M.  Dorr,  of  Jiiitliind,  enti- 
tled "  liio-rnphicjil  Sketelics  of  Jiutlnnd  ronnty  Senators," 
was  next  on  the  progrannne.     Following  is  the  article  : 

RUTLAND  COUNTY  SENATORS. 

By  Se^kca  M.  Dorr. 

Previoii,-  to  the  (Ith  of  January,  ISoi;,  the  Connnonwe-alth 
of  \'erniont  was  o-overned  by  a  (iovernor,  (or  Lieutenant 
(iovernor,)  (V)unril,  and  an  Assembly  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  fi  (^enien  of  the  same.  At  a  convention  hehl  at  Alont- 
pelier,  at  the  al)Ove  mentioned  time,  constitutional  amendments 
were  adopted,  one  of  which.  Article  o,  provides  that  "The 
supreme  legislative  [)t)wer  of  this  State  shall  hen^after  be  ex- 
ercised by  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  which 
sliall  be  styled  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont.'' 

It  is  the  Senators  of  Rutland  County,  from  iSoG  to  the 
present  time,  whose  names  1  am  to  arrange  and  })resent  to 
you  for  preservation  in  the  archives  of  your  Society. 

In  the  first  organization  of  the  Senate,  Rutland  County  was 
entitled  by  her  ])opu!ation  to  three  Senators.  This  number 
she  has  been  continually  entitled  to  until  the  last  apportion- 
ment, when  she  became  entitled  to  four.  It  maybe  remarked 
in  passing,  that  while  the  whole  nund)er  of  Senators  is  fixed 
by  the  Constitution  at  thirty,  and  every  County  is  entitled  to 
one,  the  balance  is  ap})ortloncd  among  the  Counties  according 
to  their  [)0[)ulation.  Hence  the  Senate  becomes  really  the 
j)opular  branch  of  our  Legislature,  where  the  people  are  rep- 
resented according  to  their  numbers,  and  thus  liutland  County 
is  the  only  one  in  the  State  which  is' entitled  to  i'om  Senators. 

We  find  all  over  our  State  men  who,  from  pure  love  of  its 
history,  ct)llect  and  preserve  itcjns  and  incidents  which  go  to 
make  U})  that  history  .  One  of  these  we  had  in  our  ow  n  town, 
wliose  absence  will  ])e  marked  by  m:my  to-da}'.  It  is  from 
records  made  by  his  hand,  perhaps  for  just  such  an  occasion 
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US  this,  that  I  am  indebted  for  easy  access  to  the  facts  you 
have  asked  ine  to  collect  and  read  to  you  to-day.  Chauiicey 
K.  was  a  miin  who  indListrioiisly  collected  much  of 

our  past  history,  and  carefully  preserved  much  of  the  current 
history  of  the  times. 

In  a  book  before  me  I  tind  the  names  of  the  several  persons 
who  had  been  Senators  from  Euthmd  County,  iind  their  terms 
of  service  from  tlie  year  1S3()  Lo  I860),  both  inclusive. 

T  am  sure  I  camiot  please  you  better,  nor  serve  the  purpose 
of  my  apj)oiiitment  more  faitlifully,  than  to  reproduce  here  in 
his  own  words  Mr.  AVilliams'  record  of  the  first  forty-two 
Senators  from  Jutland  County.  You  will  boar  in  mind  that 
the  record  [»repart'd  l>\  Mr.  \rilliams  is  eoriiplele  from  the 
first  organization  of  the  Senate  as  a  legislative  l)ranrh  of  our 
State  government,  up  to  and  including  the  year  1>^6G.  It  is 
left  for  me  to  su[)pl(^ment  this  record  with  the  names  and  res- 
idence of  Senatoi's  from  that  time  until  the  pi'csent.  1  shrdl 
not  attempt  biographies.  It  is  too  early  to  think  of  this. 
Those  who  stand  in  our  places  in  1*JS1  can  bftt<,4-  weigh  and 
measure  the  p».>wer  of  those  who  have  gi\cji  their  talents  and 
cnera'ies  to  the  connnonwealth.  In  the  menntime,  we  can  re- 
pose  on  the  assurance  that  our  County  has  not  nr.idc  for  itself 
a  record  on  the  history  of  the  State  that  will  sutler  by  com- 
parison with  that  of  an_\'  other. 

liUTLAM)  rOUXTV  SKNATOlfs. 

"There  h;ive  been  forty-two  Sonntors  from  the  County  of 
Rutland,  serving  in  the  aggregate  nim'ty-thrce  years.  There 
have  been  from  the  Fairhaven  Probate  District  sixteen  Sena- 
tors and  thirty-six  years  of  service,  and  from  the  Rutland 
District  twenty-six  Senatoi'S  and  tifty-seven  yeai-s. 

Of  these  Ivutland  has^  furnished  seven  Senators,  serving 
sixteen  years;  Brandon,  six  Senatoi-s,  t  hirteen  years  ;  l^^dt- 
ney,  three  Senators,  seven  years:  Castletoii,  three  Senators, 
'^ix  \'ear<  :  Fa!ih;i\  en.  two  Senators,  six  y(\irs  :  \\'all!iigibr<l , 
two  Senators,  tive  years  ;  Piltsford.  two  Senators,  four  years  : 
Clarendon,  two  Senators,  four  years;  Tinmouth,  two  Sena- 
tors, four  years  ;   Benson,  two  Senators,   four  years  ;  ]Mt, 
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ITolly,  one  Senator,  tliroe  years  ;  and  Pawlet,  Middletown, 
SucUmrv,  Danhy,  Ira,A\\!st  Kaveii,  Iliihhardtoii  and  Sherl)iini, 
(>aeli  one  Senator,  serving  two  years  eaeb,  and  Orwell  (now 
a  part  of  Addison  County)  when  attaehed  to  Ivutland  County 
furnished  two  Senators,  and  live  years  of  ser\  iee. 

Thirty-two  of  the  Senators  were  natives  of  Vermont  (twen- 
ty-six having  been  l)orn  in  Ivutland  County,  tliree  in  Addison 
County,  and  one  in  eaeh  of  the  counties  of  Lamoille,  Wind- 
ham and  Windsor,)  four  of  Massachusetts,  thnM^  of  Connect- 
icut, two  of  \ew  Hampshire  and  one  of  Xew  York.  Four- 
teen of  the>e  were  farmers,  twelve  attorneys,  four  merchants, 
three  manufacturers,  thre(^  physieians,  two  marble  dealers, 
two  hotel  k<'e})ers,  one  ;i  <':i^lii(M',  and  one  a  I'arnier  and  miiler: 
At  the  time  of  ontoring^upon  their  first  term  of  service,  live 
were  under  torty  ytnirs  of  age,  seventeen  over  forty  and  under 
fifty,  seventeen  over  fifty  and  under  sixty,  and  three  over 
sixty,  the  oKlest  being  dohn  Fox,  wlio  wtis  sixty-four  years 
okl,  and  the  youngest  William  T.  Nichols,  who  was  thirty- 
four. 

The  longi'st  [)eri(Hls  of  service  were  those  of  Kobert  Piei*- 
point  and  Ahnr^on  Allen,  each  receiving  four  elections,  and 
the  shortest  was  that  of  Horace  Allen,  who  only  served  one 
yt^ar.  Of  the  remainder,  six  served  tluv(^  years  each,  and 
thirly-three  eaeh  [wo  \'ears.  Horace  Allen  was  the  son  of 
Klisha  Allen.  Fre(lerick  lUitton  and  Ira  l^utton  were  broth- 
er.^, ami  e;u  h  was  lifty-six  }'earsokl  \\  ]um  tirst  elected.  James 
K.  Hyde  and  Pitt  W .  Hyde  were  also  brothers,  and  were  of 
thi'  same  age  (  forty-nine  years)  al  the  time  of  their  tirst  elec- 
tion. Or>on  ( 'lark  and  Aierritt  (.'lark  were  cousins.  Thirty 
of  tlH>  Senators  liave  also  l)een  mend)ers  of  the  Houst>  of 
K*e[>resentative>.  vSonie  of  them,  however,  were  not  in  the 
Hou^e  until  after  being  Simators.  One  (K.  N.  lU'iggs)  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate  t'rom  ..\ddison  County  prior  to  his  elec- 
tion from  this  County.  It  will  be  noticed  that  although  only 
lico  per<()i\s  residiMits  of  I'air^Ki ven  haw  bi'en  SenatiU's,  yi^t 
in  t;iet  -he  should  be  eoiiiiled  llie  -ami'  as  if  she  had  had  tJu'ee 
— C(d.  Akui-on  AlIvMi  iKiN'ing  been  lii'st  (deeted  in  IS-flk  and 
servod  two  years,  and  then  was  again  elected  in  l^eVi  and 
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l(S").),  ht^in!^-  the  onl}'  in^stance  in  which  tho  siiiue  person  served 
at  ditlrrcnt  and  distinct  periods  of  time. 

Annexed  we  <j:ive  the  iianies  of  the  several  persons  who 
hiiv-e  l>een  Senators  from  Ruthmd  Connty,  with  their  age  at 
tiieir  tirst  election,  their  residences  and  vears  of  service. 


Natuf . 

Age. 

Town. 

Years. 

Ahinson  Allen, 

42 

Fairhaven, 

-4o- 

-54-55 

Elisha  Allen, 

48 

Fawlet, 

lo4i- 

-4o 

Horace  Allen, 

40 

Rutland, 

1  Q  i*  '.i 

J  0  ( )  2 

Amon  Bailey, 

60 

Poultney, 

1  O  ?L  O 

i002- 

-Do 

Thomas  F.  l^ogne, 

.iT 

I-'iUsford, 

ioO^- 

Khenezer  N.  Brigirs, 

41 

Brandon, 

-40- 

-44 

Frederick  Button, 

Clarendon, 

1  o-i  l-- 

-4rJ 

Ira  liUtton, 

o6 

lU'Hudon, 

1  Q  ^  t 

-0') 

Joshua  11.  Chittenden, 

52 

Orwell,' 

I     4  i- 

-4.>- 

-46 

Meri-itt  Clark, 

60 

PoultJiey, 

1  o»),>- 

-t>4 

Orson  Clark, 

38 

.Aliddletown, 

1  >^  in 

J  1 

— I  1 

John  Crt)\vl(>y, 

14 

.Mt.  Holly, 

-51. 

Anderson  (i.  Dana, 

49  . 

l^ittstbrd, 

1 0  4  w- 

1  1 

-  1  1 

Luther  l)ani(ds, 

56 

Kutland, 

1  <~  t.)  4- 

') 

Seneca  ^l.  Dorr, 

44 

Kntland, 

1  >{  ^ 

-0' ) 

Martin  G  .  Everis, 

10 

Rutland, 

1  Of)0- 

-'.)  •  ■ 

William  M.  Fiehl, 

43 

r)randon, 

lot>U- 

^  "7 
-O  ( 

P»radley  Fish . 

53 

In., 

Xathaniel  Fish, 

50 

AVesthaven, 

-( )  i 

John  Fox, 

64 

^^'alli!lgford, 

1  7 
-  1  <  - 

-48 

Thomas  D.  Ilanunond, 

45 

Orwell, 

1 0')u- 

'\7 
-f  I  ( 

(leorge  T.  I  hedges, 

56 

Rutland, 

-47 

Jt»hn  Howe,  Jr., 

46 

Brandon, 

I  on. J- 

Zimri  Howe, 

50 

( 'astleton. 

1836- 

-37 

James  Iv.  I  [yde, 

41) 

Sudhury, 

1850- 

-51 

Pitt  AV.  Hyde, 

\\) 

( 'astlcton, 

1S(;5- 

-{]{\ 

John  Jackson, 

44 

Brandon, 

isiii- 

-62 

l-'/.r;i  June, 

52 

Brandon, 

1848- 

-4 'J 

^^'illiam  C.  Kittredge, 

3S 

I'^airhaven, 

1S38- 

-3I> 

i-^li-lui  Eapham, 

5S 

Danby, 

1S5<> 

-51 

John  J  J.  Marsh, 

(/"lan^idon. 

-5  7 

William  T.  Nichols, 

34 

Rutland, 

1863- 

-64 
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N;inie. 

Aire. 

Town. 

Years. 

David  K.  Xicholj>()ii, 

40 

\V  alhni^tora. 

1  (S,)<S— 

v7i)e(_iian  AODic, 

linniontti, 

1  O  '■»  O  0(4 

IsMiic  ^Sertoli, 

Benson, 

1  V  1  M 

lO-M' — H 

-if) 

1  >nf  1.,  ,1,1 

1  ^'^ii  'X(\ 

11 

-k-t 

Henson, 

io')U— u  L 

(  liaunccv  S.  liuiiispv, 

Unbhardton,  • 

1   W  "v  Q        \  (  \ 

Harvox'  Slunv, 

r  7 

i)  i 

Iminouln, 

l«^Oz-.)o 

Henry  Stanley, 

51 

Punltney, 

1847-48 

Daniel  W.  'I'aylor, 

37 

Sherbnrn, 

iS(^o-(;i 

C.  M.  Millard, 

3G 

Castleton, 

IS.')  6-5  7 

Of  the  above  named  Senators,  twenty-six  are  now  living, 
and  sixteen  have  deceased," 


In  1867  the*Sen:itors  elected  From  Rutland  count}'  were 
Ira  C.  Allen,  of  Fair  Haven. 
Oapen  Leonard,  of  INttstbrd. 
John  l^rout,  of  Rutland. 
All  had  i)reviously  been  membert;  of  the  House.     Mr.  Al- 
len was  a  marble  dealer,  51  years  of  age.     Mr.   Leonard,  a 
farmer,  5*J  years  old,  and  Jolm  Prout,  a  lawyer,  and  49  years 
of  age. 

In  1868  the  same  Senators  were  elected. 
In  186!b 

Merritt  Clark,  of  Poultney, 
(leorge  A.  Merrill,  of  Rutland, 
Lucius  Copel.and,  of  xMiddletown, 
were  elected  Sen:dors  fi-om  our  count}'.     All  these  gentle- 
men had  seen  [)revious  service  in  our  Legislature.  Mr. 
Merrill  xvas  a  native  of  Xe\v  Hampshire,   was  nlso  Secretary 
of  Civil  and  Military  alfairs  in  18(;0-l,  and  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Co[)ehuid  were  both  natives  of  Middletown. 

In  1870,  Messrs.  Merrill  and  (Jopeland  were  re-elected  to 
the  Senate,  and  Rodney  C.  Abell,  of  \\'est   Haven,  a  vet- 
eran legislator,  occupied  the  place  of  Senator  Clark. 
In  l'S72  our  boartl  of  county  Senators  consisted  of 
Nathan  T.  Sprague,  of  Ih-andon, 
Wheelock  G.  Veazey,  of  Rutland, 
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L.  Howard  KeIlou:ii\  of  Benson, 
Henry  C.  Cilcason,  of  Shrewsbury. 
Mr.  Sprague  was  horn  hi  Mt.  Holly,  Mr.  Yeazey  in  Xew 
Han^pshire,  Mr.  Kelloofg  in  lienson,  and  Mr.  Gleason  in 
Shre\vsl)urv.  Mr.  (ilcason  and  Mr.  Kellogg  had  both  been 
members  of  the  House,  and  Mr.  Sprague  was  a  member  of 
the  House  subsetjuent  to  this  in  IS 76  and  1^78. 

In  IS 74  our  eouuty  was  represented  in  the  Senate  by 
Kedtiehi  Proctor,  of  Ruthmd, 
Simeon  Allen,  of  Fair  Haven, 
Luther  P.  Howe,  of  Mt.  Tal)or, 
Fayette  Hohues,  of  Sudbury. 
Mr.  Proctor  was  a  native  of  l^ructorsville,  ]Mr.   Allen  of 
Fair  ll  iven,  Mr.  Ib)we  of  Ludlow,  and  Mr.  Holmes  of  Hul)- 
bardton.    The  tirst  three  hatl  before  their  election  as  Sena- 
tors 1)een  members  of  the  House. 
In  lS7t)  Xer  P.  Simons,  of  Kutlnnd, 
Samuel  ^Villiams,  of  Castleton, 
Henry  F.  Lothro[),  of  Pittsford, 
Charles  AV.  lirigham,  of  Piltstield, 
were  elected  Ser.ators. 

Mr.  Simons  was  born  in  A\^iHianistown,  November  1,1S31, 
and  had  not  l)efore  been  a  mend)er  of  the  Legislature. 

o 

Sanuiel   Williatns  was  born  in  Kutland,  January  8,  1837, 
was  Mssistant  clerk  of  the  House  in  1S58  and  ISo'J  and  Sec- 
retary of  Civil  and  Military  ailairs  in  18()l-5.    Mr.  Lolhrop 
was  l)()rn  in  Faston,  .Mass.,  March,  1S20,  and  had  represent- 
ed his  town  of  Pitlsford  in  the   Legislature.    'Sir,  Prigham 
was  born  in  Parnard,   May  17,  1831,  and  had  already  had 
I^egislative  experience  in  the  House. 
In  1S7S  our  Senators  were 
Horace  H.  Dyer,  of  Rutland,       ,  ' 
Fbenezer  J.  Ormsbee,  of  Prandon, 
]>evi  Ivice,  Tinmouth, 
Charles  A.  Pami.  of  PouUnoy. 
Mr.  Oyer  was  born  in  A.[)ril,  lSi>0,  and  had  held  no  leg- 
islative itilice  |)revious  to  his  election  as  Senatcn*. 

Mr.  Ormsbee  was  born  in  Shoreham,  June  S,  1831.  He 
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represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature  in  1872,  and  is  a 
lawyer. 

Mr.  Rice  is  a  merchant  and  farmer,  was  born  in  182(>,  and 
represented  Tinmouth  in  the  LegisUture  in  1858-4. 

Mr.  Kami  was  born  in  Poultney,  May  28,  1823.  He  is  a 
farmer  and  produce  dealer,  and  has  represented  his  town  in 
the  Legislature. 

Our  i)resent  Senators  are  , 
A\'altor  C.  Dunton,  of  Rutland, 
Royal  1).  King,  of  Benson, 
Orel  Cook,  of  Mendon, 
Emmett  R.  Peniber,  of  Wells. 

^Ir.  Dunlon  was  l)t)rn  in  liristol,  Xovember  20,  1880.  He 
was  for  many  years  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  Rutland  dis- 
trict, and  one  of  the  .hulges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  This  is 
his  Hrst  term  as  a  legislator  in  our  State. 
,  Mr.  King  was  born  in  I>enson,  Xovember  17,  1825,  and 
was  representative  from  r»enson  in  1852-4. 

^Ir.  Cook  is  a  physician,  lumber  dealer  and  farmer.  He 
was  born  \u  Rutland,  December  7,  ISl'),  and  has  re[)resent- 
ed  Mendon  in  tlu  Legislature. 

^Ir.  l*ender  was  born  in  AVells,  September  21,  184(). 

This  closes  the  record  of  the  names  of  those  who  since  the 
oru'anization  of  our  State  Senate  u})  to  the  }n'esent  time  have 
represented  our  county  in  the  higher  branch  of  our  Legishi- 
ture.  I  shall  have  accom[)lished  my  [)ur[)ose,  if  I  have  col- 
lected here  the  names  of  those  Avhom  oui*  people  have  honor- 
ed withdiigli  and  importimt  trusts  of  State  in  such  a  way  that 
those  who  are  to  come  after  us  can  the  more  easily  select 
from  the  long  list 

''The  few  immortal  names  that  were  not  born  to  die." 

TAliLE   OF  SENATOivS    VKOM     UlTLAND  COrXTY    FIIOM    18H7  TO 

1<SS(),  novii  ixcLU>ivi:. 

AiJ.KN,  Ika  C,   l-^r)7  and  18(58, 
Alli:.\,  Snn-:<.)X,  1^74. 
Abel,  Rodxev  C,  1870, 
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BmoHAAi,  Cfiaklks  AV.,  1S7G. 

Clark,  M?:KiaTT,  186i>. 

Coi^KLAXD,  Lucius,  1869  imd  1870. 

Cook,  Oi:ku,  188(). 

r)uMO\,  Walter  (\,  1880. 

Dyku,  IIokack  it.,  1878. 

GLr:A>o\,  IluMiv  C.,  1872. 

n(.)\vi:,  LuT[jEii  I\,  1874. 

Holmes,  Favette,  1874.  . 

IvELLO(;(";,  L.  Howard,  1872. 

Kl\(;,  Koval  I).,  1N80. 

Leoxaim),  Capex,  18(j7  unci  1868. 

LoTiiKOP,  Hexiiv  F.,  1876. 

Meuuill,  Geoimie  a.,  1861)  and  1870. 

OiiMsr.v,  JCiiEXEZEu  J.,  1878. 

PiiOUT,  John,  1867  and  1868. 

pROnOll,    IvEDFlELD,  1874. 

rEMiJEii,  Emmet  K.,  1880.  • 

KaXN,   CfLAKLES   A.,  1S78. 

UrcE,  Levi,  1'S78. 
vSi'jiAcuE,  Natilvx  4\,  1872. 
SuMoxs,  \eh  p.,  1876. 
\"eazev,  A\'iieelock  (i.,  1872. 
WiLLiA.MS,  Samuel,  1S76. 

Tiie  presiding  oiiicer  nv\t  slated  the  arliclo  on  tliv  Kutland 
County  l)ar  would  havo  to  l)c  omitted,  owing  to  the  unnvoid- 
a])le  al)senee  of  Hon.  D.  E.  Nicholsou. 

A  paper  prepared  l>y  George  H.  Peanian,  of  Kutland,  on 
''4'lio  old  tavern  and  its  relations  to  llie  people,"  was  read  by 
Henry  Clark.    It  was  as  follows  : 
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THE  OLD  TIME  TAVERN. 

BY  GEOliOE  H.  P.EAT^rAN. 

While  giving  my  tlianks  to  the  iiieinl)er.s  of  your  society 
for  tlieir  action  in  enrolling  nic  as  a  member  of  their  hody,  I 
am  forced  to  express  my  regret  that  I  cannot  com[>ly  with 
th(ur  re(|nest  to  furnish  an  essay  on  the  old-time  taverns  of 
Itutland  connty,  to  ])e  read  at  the  centennial  nieoting  of  the 
society  on  the  4th  of  Man.di,  1881. 

It  may  not  be  pi'oper,  or  at  h^ast  it  may  1)ean  exaggeration, 
to  say  that  the  liistory  of  the  county  without  reference  to  its 
old-time  taverns,  would  be  like  the  play  of  llandei  with  the 
Prince  omitted  :  but  it  may  with  truth  be  said  that  such  a  his- 
tory- would  fail  in  giving  an  essential  feature  to  the  life  and 
times  of  the  early  inh;d)itants  of  the  county,  and  one  which 
in  no  small  degree  gave  an  ini})ress  to  the  social,  moral  and 
material  condition  of  the  people.  As  I  have  not  the  data  from 
which  1  could  prepare  such  a  paper  as  you  ask  tor,  I  will, 
with  your  })ermission,  say  a  lev/  words  on  the  subject,  atid 
more  particularly  in  regard  to  the  relation  which  these  old- 
time  inns  of  Uutland  county  bore  to  the  neighborhoods  around 
them.  And  here  it  may  be  said  lha.t  the  old-lime  New  Eng- 
land ttivern  in  the  earl}'  days  of  the  present  century  vras  an 
institution  peculiar  to  itself.  Neither  in  history  nor  in  tiction 
will  you  find  its  counterpart.  And  so  it  is  that  tlie  tavern  of 
the  past  in  \'erniont  was  an  essenlialh'  ditl'erent  allair  tVoni 
that  of  the  more  pretentious  tlrst  class  hotels  which  now  adorn 
our  larirer  towns,  or  of  that  other  class,  n<.)W  so  conjmon,  half 
inn,  half  saloon,  and  two-thirds  dance  house,  and  that  relies 
ahno-t  enlireh'  I'or  it^  su|)}>oi-t  upon  local  jiat  roniigc 

The  value  of  a  ta\  ci'n  sland.  in  ih.e  oldtm  time  depended  not 
so  nuicli  u})ou  the  honu^  i>usiness,  as  upon  its  favorable  loca- 
tion with  reference  to  public  travel,  and  the  natural  advan- 
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tages  it  miglit  have  in  itself  and  its  surroundings  to  secure 
this  custom,  and  then,  under  tlie  most  favorable  circumstances, 
its  reputation  and  success  de})ended  largely  upon  the  chai-ac- 
ter  and  the  natural  titness  for  his  place  of  the  landlord  or 
keeper.  It  has  become  (juite  common  of  late  to  class  hotel- 
keeping  as  among  the  fine  arts.  But  if  it  requires  a  genius 
to  manage  a  tirst-class  hotel  of  the  present  day,  the  require- 
ments for  a  successful  old-time  landlord  were,  if  more  prosaic, 
(juite  as  exacting.  Coolness,  sobriety,  geniality,  sclf-res])ect, 
and  a  due  respect  for  others,  were  among  the  essential  ({uali- 
ties  necessary  and  all-important  to  this  end. 

At  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of  Rutland  county  al- 
most every  town  had  its  village,  and  no  village  was  complete 
in  all  its  parl>  until  it  could  boast  of  a  church,  school-house, 
store,  a  tavern  and  a  blacksndth's  shop.  But  the  villages  of 
Rutland  county  soon  niade  a  ste[)  in  advance  of  this  condi- 
tion, an<l  at  (juite  an  early  day  in  many  of  them  might  be 
found  a  more  diversified  population,  jind  the  various  trades 
and  professions  necessary  to  the  community  wei-e  re[)resented. 
In  most  of  them  might  be  found  tliC  \  illage  shoemaker,  the 
hatter,  the  tailor,  th(^  tanner  anil  currier,  the  cabim^t-maker 
and  \vheel\vri£rht,  while  contiguous  water  powers  were  utilized 
bv  saw  and  grist  mills,  carding  machines,  etc.,  and  when  to 
these  wen'  added  the  \  ill;ige  lawyer  and  the  doctor,  the  village 
was  sup[)os(Ml  to  be  com[)lete. 

As  the  litem I'v  fi<dd  was  not  nuich  cnUivated  in  those  days, 
lecturers  were  unheard  of,  and  lyceums  and  the  like  wei-e  un- 
known. Civilization  had  not  as  yet  brought  to  these  early 
settlers  Punch  aiid  Judy,"  "i)eep  siiows,"and  the  kindred  at- 
tractions of  the  )irt\-ent  day;  and  c-ven  ''l)nrnt  cork"  had  not 
as  vet  des'eloped  the  gay  and  festive  minstrel,  so  necessary  to 
the  refined  taste  of  the  present  generation.  Of  coui-se,  in  the 
absence  of  these  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  and 
the  restricte(l  measure  of  their  social  enjoyments,  the  village' 
ta\ern  lieeaine  the  point  of  attraction  in  the  leisure^  hoiu's  of 
th(^  inhal'itants.  iind  espcv-ialiy  upon  all  liolid.-ivs  an-;}  [MU>lic 
occasions.  The  }>:ir-rooin  thus  be<:an)e  alternately  the  t'o- 
rum,  the  field  of  del>ate  on  all  matters  of  general  interest, 
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the  m-enenil  "  coinir.ilteee  roour'  for  the  discussion  of  grave 
qiK^stions,  and  the  occasional  gatherinix  place  for  the  more 
iienial  and  convivial  nieml)ers  of  the  coniinunitv.  As  the  vil- 
lages of  those  days  had  each  its  "wise  men" — some  with 
"convictions" — its  eccentrics,  its  "  ne'er-do-wells,"  its  wag, 
its  general  butt,  and  a  mild  infusion  of  the  gnv  and  festive 
element,  it  may  \v(dl  he  imagined  that  these  chance  assem- 
blages were  always  more  or  less  animated  and  exciting — often 
interesting,  and  sometimes  [)roiital)lo  ;  and  though  the  tlip- 
iron  (in  its  season )  was  ahvays  in  readiness,  and  though  the 
music  of  the  toddy  >tick  invariably  eidivened  these  occasions, 
it  is  no  more  than  just  to  our  ancestors  to  say  thnt  these  scenes 
in  an  old-time  Vermont  country  bar-room  were  nsujdiy  deco- 
rous, and  that  marked  excesses  were  rarel)'  \vitnessed.  The 
earlv  settlers  of  Ivulland  county  brought  with  them  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  enough  puritanisjn 
to  irive  a  nntnral  sobriety  to  their  character,  and  they  were 
too  earnest  in  the  necessary  labor  incident  to  tlnir  condition 
to  wa<te  turn)  or  money  in.  trivial  aniusements  or  expensive 
habits.  And  it  may  in  truth  l>e  said  of  the  old-time  keepers 
of  the  taverns  of  Kutland  county  that  they,  as  a  class,  shared 
fully  in  the  sentiments,  feelings  and  convictions  of  the  better 
class  of  the  society  around  them.  Peers  of  their  neighbors 
and  townsmen,  and  knowing  that  the  success  and  reputation 
of  their  liouses  de]H'nded  mainly  U[)on  the  traveling  publie, 
they  had  neither  the  motive  nor  the  desii-e  to  tbster  a  local 
patronage  disre})Ut:ibh;  in  itself  and  destructive  alike  to  the 
best  interests  of  all  concerned. 

From  among  the  nances  of  this  el;iss  of  old-lime  landioi'ds, 
thosi'  which  most  readily  occur  are  the  following:  llouy 
(lould,  Issacluir  llcvd.  ^lajor  Cheney,  Xathan  Cushnian,  Ab- 
ner  Mc-ad,  Jncob  ( lates,  Sanuiel  Moidton,  Benjamin  C:ir\  er, 
Reuben  Moidton,  J(^hn  Mason,  2d,  Joel  l>eaman.  Daniel  J*ar- 
sons.  Pitt  Ilvde,  Daniel  Meeker,  A])ollos  Smith,  Hoyal  Den- 
nis, Natli:ui  T.  Spr;!gU(^  dames  Rrewster,  f^cvi  Finney, 
Fphraim  Fitch  and  iiufus  P.ucklin. 

lliirhlv  res})fn-talile  in  their  characlers,  these  men  held 
prominent  positions  in  their  respective  localities.    Most  of 
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them  were  inti-lligent,  active  and  eiierg-etic  business  men,  as 
agriculturists,  mechanics,  merchants,  stage-men,  etc.  ;  many 
of  them  were  magistrates  and  efficient  town  officers,  and 
some  of  them  were  prominent  members  of  the  churches,  and 
yet  these  men  are  in  modern  times  hehl  up  by  over-zeah)us 
reformers,  and  by  blatant  declaimers  on  certain  occasions,  as 
moral  ogres  of  a  past  generation  and  worthy  only  of  execra- 
tion. To  the  more  conservativ^e  mind,  and  to  one  more  con- 
versant with  the  facts  in  the  case,  these  dcmmcintions  will 
appear  not  only  ridiculously  unjust,  but  impolitic,  because  of 
their  unreasonableness.  Such  an  one  will  remember  that  in 
the  times  referred  to  the  use  of  spirituous  Tupiors  was,  as 
mny  be  said,  uuiN  crsal  ;  that  while  the  inn-keeper  dispensed 
it  from  his  bar,  the  merchant  passed  it  over  his  counter;  that 
it  was  alwa\'s  to  be  found  on  the  side})oard,  and  in  tlie  cuj)- 
board  of  rich  ;nid  ])Oor  alike,  and  that  it  was  not  deemed  im- 
moral or  derog:it(nT  to  the  chni-acter  even  of  the  paiish 
clergym:m  to  be  seen,  on '  occasion,  sitting  on  the  tavern 
porch  or  the  store  plaflbrm  (})crhaps  watching  a  gnnie  of  quoits' 
or  an  interesting  ball  i)lay)  while  sipping  his  glass  of  wine, 
or,  perchance,  a  moi-e  |)otent  beverage.  in  this  state  of  so- 
ciety it  is  highly  creditable  to  the  keepers  of  the  respectai»le 
public  houses  of  the  time  that  it  can  in  truth  be  said  that 
they  gaxe  no  encouragemeni  to  excess  in  this  direction. 

As  before  stated,  the  lirst  and  ehiei'aim  and  purpose  of  the 
keepers  of  ihcse  liouses  w;is  that  they  shouhl  be  kept  tor  the 
accommodation  of  the  traveling  puidie,  and  that  their  main 
sup}K)rt  should  be  d(M-ived  from  this  sources  No  allurements 
were  held  out  by  them  to  entice  the  idle  or  the  \  i<'ious  of  the 
neighborhood  or  the  sui  rounding  counti'3'  :  cards  and  dice 
were  almost  univei-sally  tabooed;  a  billiard  table  would  have 
been  deemed  a  disreputable  a<'( juisition,  and  a  bowding  alle}' 
as  an  adjunct  to  a  reputa'tle  old-time  ta^■ern  was  very  rarely 
or  nrver  thought  of.  Sin.gularly  enough,  however,  all  these 
taverns  had  <>ach  its  b.'dt  roonu  whih'  th<'  orea>ion  of  a  l)all  or 
a  dance  in  one  of  them  was  an  oi-eurrence  ai>out  as  rare  a^  the 
visitation  of  Hneke's  comet.  Of  the  thre*-  of  thi'>e  ball  room- 
be,-t  known  to  me,  and  with  a  knowledge  of  them  for  half  a 
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century,  I  can  say  that  I  novcv  knew  of  but  one  dancing  party 
in  each  of  these  halls  within  this  period  ;  though  in  niy  early 
days  tliere  was  a  tradition  to  the  etiect  that  at  an  anterior 
date  there  had  been  in  one  of  them  a  famous  atfair  of  the 
kind,  and  that  tlie  nuisic  furnislied  for  the  occasion  was 
that  of  the  once  famou.s  ^ 'black  band"  of  Rutland. 

In  consideration  of  tiie  views  here  given,  I  tliink  it  may 
well  be  claiuuMl  that  tlie  old-time  tavern  of  our  county  was 
a  positive  necessity  of  the  day,  and  while  it  gave  needed  ac- 
connnodatiou  to  the  traveling  and  home  public,  and  aided  ma- 
terialU'  in  the  tidvancenuuit  of  the  best  interests  of  tlie  coun- 
ty, its  influence — though  conservative  rather  tlian  aggressive 
in  its  o[)position  to  the  sociri]  <M'ii  of  the  day-— vva^  not  quite' 
so  l)anetVd  to  societ}'  as  it  has  by  some  i)een  represented. 
And  indeed,  could  a  staid '  old-time  denizen  of  the  county, 
by  any  of  the  modern  means  of  *  ^materialization'"  be  brought 
to  '^look  in  ui)on  us"  of  the  present  day,  it  may  well  !)e  feared 
that  while  lie  might  look  with  wonder  upoii  our  material  j)ro- 
gress,  he  might  fail  to  see  that  moral  advancement  which 
many  of  the  present  generation  so  loudly  boast  of. 

Dr.  Charles  A\'oodhouse,  of  Kutland,  was  next  introduced, 
and  made  the  following  reurarks  on  the  })rospective  future  of 
Rutland  County  : 

THE  FUTURE  OF  RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


BY  CHAUT.ES  WOODHOUSE. 

The  future  of  Rutland  Couiity  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  future  of  the  town  and  \  i!j:ige  of  Rutland,  both  of  wliich 
have  passed  through  the  late  ordeals  of  hard  times  without 
not  only  -erious  detriment,  but  even  improvement.  No  town 
or  nnmicipality  in  the  State  of  \'ermont,  or  hardly  in  New 
England,  has  done  better.  The  })ast  is  ihc  hest  pn»phet  for 
the  future.  W'l-  may,  thcrrf )re.  <-xpect  an  increase  in  all  the 
[)resent  industries  of  this  loeality.  and  the  addition  of  mfiny 
others.  Monopolies  in  transportation,  now  our  greatest  draw- 
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bilcks,  will  have  to  yield  to  justiee  or  competition.  It  is  not 
impossilde  a  Avatcr  way  in  the  shape  of  a  canal,  or  a  railway, 
on  wliicb  lai-iie  canal  ])oats  and  tlieir  cari>-oes  can  be  easilv 
transported  from  hereto  Whitehall,  and  from  thence  to  this 
place,  will  solve  the  question  of  cheap  and  unrestrained 
transportation  of  what  we  must  buy,  and  what  we  may  have 
to  sell. 

With  inexhaustible  wealth  in  marble,  with  mannfacturin«2: 
establishments  supplying  the  various  needs  of  distant  States 
and  nations,  and  wanting  ourselves  tlie  coal,  grain,  lumber, 
and  other  heavy  [)roducts  of  other  sections  of  the  country 
and  the  world,  the  interchange  must  be  made  reasonably  cheaj) 
to  both  tlie  consumer  and  producer.  Kuthand  is  a  natural 
distril)uting  point  for  niany  towns  and  thousands  o-f  people, 
and  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  nuist  so  remain,  in  the  long  fu- 
ture. And  notwithstanding  the  contributions  of  population 
we  have  made  and  nuist  continue  to  make,  to  the  growth  of 
our  AVesiern  States,  there  will  inducements  remain  and  arise 
from  time  to  time,  to  build  on  this  very  ground,  in  the  not 
long  distant  future,  ti  city  of  large  }>roportions,  l)usy  with 
teeming  thousands,  not  only  intent  on  buying,  selling,  and 
getting  gain,  but,  also,  we  hope  and  predict,  in  all  those 
hi£>*her  interests  of  culture,  morality ,  ta--te  and  religion,  which 
give  to  wealth  its  grentest  glory,  and  most  beniticent  min- 
istry. 

The  followini;-  article  written  bv  Hon.  riiol  Tlollister,  of 
Pawlet,  on  ''Reminiscences  of  Earl\'  Times,"  was  next  read 
by  Henry  Chirk  : 

REMINISCENCES  OF  EARLY  TIMES. 


BY  HIEL  IIOIXlSTi:ii. 

Havinir  been  invited  to  prepare  an  address  on  this  occasion, 
I  will  premise  that  wh;it  I  h;i\(^  tf)  ^ny  will  mostly  h-.wv  defer- 
ence to  uiy  native  town,  Pawlet,  in  wliieh  my  father  settled 
just  one  hundred  years  since,  and  in  which  i  liave  been  an 
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observer  over  seventy  years.  My  father  was  a  talking  man, 
and  what  he  told  me  is  fresher  in  my  memory  than  events  of 
later  years. 

Without  an  inclination  to  boast,  Ave  submit  the  following 
elaims  :  That  our  town  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  county  ; 
that  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  County  was  erected  in  our 
town  by  Remember  leaker,  in  17(>7  ;  that  the  tirst  uniformed 
com[)anies  in  the  county,  artillery,  cavalry,  light  infantry  tmd 
band  of  nmsic  were  organized  in  our  town  ;  that  the  tirst  cot- 
ton and  wooleti  mills  in  the  county  were  in  our  tow  n  ;  also 
the  tirst  tri))-hannner  and  the  hrst  machine  for  culting  nails  ; 
that  one  of  the  tirst  county  judg<\s,  (  'apt.  John  Stark,  who 
built  the  oldest  house  wow  standing  in  town,  and  \\'ho  raised 
ten  daughters  and  one  son.  was  tVom  our  town  ;  that  the  tirst 
[)]-esident  of  the  Vei'monl  ]\b>dical  Society,  ])r.  Lemuel  (,'hip- 
man,  and  the  tirst  [)resident  of  the  Rutland  County  Medical 
Society,  Dr.  John  Sargent,  were  our  townsmen  ;  that  the 
tirst  militai-}  post  in  tiie  county  \vas  estal)lished  in  our  town 
in  1777  :  that  the  stann>cde  of  the  settlers  after  the  battle  of 
Hubbardton  was  stayed  here  ;  that  the  first  amiiversary  ad- 
dress of  tlie  bnttle  of  lU'nnington  was  delivered  by  our 
townsman,  Hon.  Xo.'h  Smith;  \\ e  claim  a > percentage  of  in- 
crease in  our  population  during  tlsc  last  decade  largei'  than 
any  other  town  in  tlx'  vounty  ;  that  more  re\'olut ionary  sol- 
diers settled  in  our  to\vn  than  in  any  otluu'  town  in  th('  coun- 
ty ;  that  Pawlel  trO(»j>s  under  Col.  Stephen  Pearl,  though  far- 
thest off.  Were  the  tii'st  to  reach  Rutland  in  ]7S(;,  to  su})- 
press  the  mol).     Col.  Pearl  lost  lii^  horse  by  overdriving. 

Prior  to  the  French  and  Indian  war  which  was  waged  on 
our  tVontier,  from  17.'j()to  17(U,  the  territory  lying  north  of 
i\[assachusett.>  and  b{'nveen  Lake  Cham[)lain  and  the  Connect- 
icut river,  com])rising  the  State  of  Vermont,  was  hut  little 
known.  ^V^e  have  Iraditionary  knowlcMlge  of  a  l>attle  fought 
on  Indian  llilb  in  Pawlct,  between  forces  under  Major-Put- 
nam and  a  d(^tachnienl  of  I'^-ench  and  Indians  in  17")>^.  An 
(dabonitely  wiH*ugln  v  cmpns-.  \<  on  *'xhi!)ition  lic^re  to-day  that 
was  found  near  the  site  of  ;his  luitlle  sev(\nty  years  ago  l>y 
Robert  Wickham,  that  was  no  doubt  lost  by  jNIajor  Putnam  on 


84  CKNTICNNIAL  CKLKIUIATION  OF  TIIK 

that  day.  A  settlement  luid  been  ellected  at  IJonnington  and 
at  a  fe\v  })oint.s  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  a  military  road 
was  constructed  ticross  the  State  from  No.  4  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  but  the  most  of  tliis  county  and  the  State  was  an  un- 
broken wilderness.  In  17(jl  the  royal  governor  of  New 
Hampshire  commenced  chartering  and  defining  the  boundaries 
of  townships,  mostly  six  miles  scjuare,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  had  located  and  named  most  of  the  towns  in  this 
count}'.  The  names  of  all  the  tirst  laid  towns  were  of  ICng- 
lish  origin.  AVliatever  other  motives  })rompted  Governor 
\\'entw()rth,  he  seems  to  have  been  actuated,  in  part,  by  })er- 
sonal  greed,  as  he  reserved  tive  hundred  acres  iri  each  town- 
shi}>  for  himself.  The  soldiers  who  served  in  the  French  war 
had  traversed  some  portions  of  this  county,  and  had  beconu' 
Impressed  with  its  bcMUity  and  i'ertility  in  contrast  with  most 
of  Connecticut  an<l  Afassachuselts,  so  wlien  the  land  was  of- 
fered free  to  stMtlcrs  there  was  a  general  rusli  to  acquire  title, 
aiid  Governor  W'cntworth  did  w  hat  has  [)assed  into  a  proverb, 
''A  land  oflice  business."  Pawlet  was  the  tirst  town  charter- 
ed in  this  county,  August  2(j,  17l>l,  and  tlie  means  through 
which  th(^  charter  was  o])tain(M]  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  all 
tlui  other  towns.  Ca[)t.  Jonathan  \\'il]ard,  who  has  been  rec- 
ognized as  the  father  of  the  town,  was  a  contractor  to  furnish 
su})plies  for  the  English  and  Colonitd  troops  op(M':iting  on  the 
lakes  George  and  Chaiuphiin,  an(.l  had  opportunity  to  l)ecome 
ac<juainted  with  the  county  in  souu^  measure.  Ijccoming  em- 
barras-:ed  in  busitiess,  he  undertook  to  retricxe  his  ftntuuc  in 
land  speculation.  So  he  went  to  his  native  place,  Colchester, 
Ct.,  and  procured  the  re<juisite  number  of  signers  to  a  })etitiuu 
for  a  Lirant  ot"  land.  lie  sent  the  [)ap<*rs  to  (Tovernor  \\\'nt- 
woi'th,  and  secured  the  charlin-.  Capt.  AA'illard  t hen  [)roceed- 
ed  to  buy  many  of  the  shai-es,  niostly  at  a  nominal  price,  and 
oifere<l  ind\icements  to  settlers,  as  it  was  necessary  to  impro\  e 
a  part  of  the  land  in  order  to  hoM  it.  The  unsettled  condi- 
tion of  the  country  ret:ird(Ml  sett  lenient  and  Capl.  W'illard, 
with  some  hired  men.  came  on  in  ]7^\'2  and  <•( niiinencev]  a 
cleai'ijig.  Nothing  more  \\a<  done  foi-  a  yenr  or  two,  when  he 
came  l>ack  to  reside  permanently,  thougli  Sinion  iiurton  and 
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AVilliani  FairMcId  had  availed  thomsrivos  of  the  j)ivniiiun  of- 
fered to  first  settlers.  Three  years  after  the  town  wa.s  char- 
tered the  kiiii:-  of  (ii-eat  J>ritaiii  issued  a  decree  tixinu-  the 
houndary  of  New  York  on  the  Connecticut  river.  Tliis  decree 
earried  hoth  jurisdiction  and  the  title  to  the  soil.  The  settlers 
remonstrated  with  such  effect  that  the  king's  council  put  an 
injunction  on  New  York  to  desist  from  occnpyinii'  the  terri- 
tory. New  ^'ork  diil  not  heed  the  injunction,  hut  issued  land 
grants  covering  those  granted  hy  Governor  AV\'ntworth,  an<l 
also  organized  towns  and  counties  to  suit  itself.  The  west  side 
of  the  State  was  Charlotte  county. 

I'his  troul)le  witli  New  York  retarded  settlement  so  that  in 
]  770  there  were  hut  ten  families  in  town.  Tht*  settlers  in 
town  up  to  1777  constituted  an  independent,  sovereignty,  l>e- 
ing  res[)ousil)lc.  to  no  higlier  [)0wer.  From  1777  to  17(^1  this 
county  was  a  part  of  rjcimington  county.  In  1781,  whose 
centennial  we  this  day  celebrate,  Rutland  county  was  organiz- 
ed, and  extended  north  to  Canada.  After  1777  the  popula- 
tion of  the  coimty  increased  i-a])idly.  As  Pawlet  was  centrally 
located,  the  idea  was  entertained  that  it  would  hecome  the 
county  seat  of  what  was  then  l^enningtou  and  lJutlaud  Comi- 
ties :  accordingly  there  was  a  rush  of  professional  and  busi- 
ness men,  mo>t  of  whom  when  Kutland  was  made  the  county 
seat  left  the  town.  Among  these  were  Lenuiel  and  Cyrus 
Chi[)man,  Jonathan  iJrace,  Israel  Smith,  Noah  Smith,  Zeph- 
aniah  II.  Smith,  Truman  Sip.iier,  Ste})lien  Pearl,  luid  others  of 
less  note.  J.emuel  Chipman  was  a  distinguished  [>hysici'an, 
was  a  judge  and  assemblyman  here,  and  a  su})reme  judge  in 
western  New  York.  Cyrus  Chipman  was  also  a  [)hysieiau,  and 
settled  in  ^Jichigan.  Jonathan  Brace,  who  was  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  he  became  United  Stntes 
Senator.  Isniel  Smith,  also  a  graduat(^  of  Yale,  meml)er  of 
Congress  in  both  houses,  and  chief  justice  and  governor  of 
Vermont,  settled  in  Kutland,  where  he  died  in  1810.  Noah 
Smitli,  another  gr:u!unti>  of  Yale,  vvas  also  chief  justice  of  the 
State.  He  ilelivered  the  first  I^eimington  battle  anniversary 
address,  in  177<"^.  Zepli;uiitili  II.  Smith  was  the  missionary  to 
the  county,    lie  abandoned  the  ministry  and  became  an  cnii- 
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nent  lawyer  in  Connecticnt.  Ilv  was  the  fatiier  of  the  Smith 
sisters  who  have  stood  so  fixedly  to  the  principle  that  taxation 
withont  representation  was  tyranny.  Truman  Squier  was  an 
attorney,  settled  in  ^Fanehester  about  the  year  1800,  and  held 
most  of  the  otHces  in  that  county.  Stephen  Pearl,  merchant 
and  inn-keeper,  removed  to  Burlington,  where  a  street  was 
named  for  him.  ]Many  others,  not  as  well  known,  left  the 
county. 

In  1777  Burgoyne  came  down  from'  Canada,  sweeping  all 
before  him.  In  July  the  disastrous  battle  of  Hubbardton  was 
fought,  and  our  commander.  Col.  Francis,  Avas  slain.  Nearly 
all  the  settlers  norlh  of  Pawlet  stampeded  to  the  south,  many 
of  them  going  to  their  old  homes.  Some  went  from  Pav/let, 
but  the  most  of  them  remained,  as  Burgoyne's  forces  went 
back  to  Champlain.  The  wife  and  three  daugiiters  ot'  Col. 
^\'illiam  Fitch  started  on  one  horse,  but  did  not  go  far.  These 
daughters,  at  a  tender  age,  one  of  them  only  fourteen,  mar- 
ried respect ivly  Lemuel  and  Cyrus  Chi[)man  and  Col.  (J)zias 
Clark. 

The  fortunes  of  war  made  Pawlet  a  miblary  station.  Here 
Col.  Flerrick's  fanious  regiment  of  rangers  was  recruited.  It 
consisted  of  four  companies,  [)robably  of  sixty-four  men  each, 
besides  connni^sioned  otiicers.  It  was  a  terror  to  all  who  did 
not  harmonize  with  the  Gre(Mi  Mountain  Boys.  Troops  to  the 
number  of  se\  en  hundred  were  sent  in  September,  under  ('ol. 
Brown,  to  r  ecapture  Ticonderoga,  Mount  Detiance  and  .Mount 
Hope.  It  was  acc(nn[)lisli(ul  v/ithout  th<'  loss  of  a  man.  Ca})t. 
Ebenezer  Allen,  who  connuanded  ou(^  com}):iny  of  the  rangers, 
captured  on  Lake  Cham[>lain  two  negro  slaves,  whom  he  set 
free,  his  manifesto  l)earing  date  November  2.^,  1777,  in  which 
he  says  that  being  ' 'conscientious  that  it  is  not  right  in  the 
sight  of  God  to  keep  slaves,'*  he  gave  them  their  liberty.  They 
probably  belonged  to  some  Xew  Yorker,  and  went  back  to 
their  old  home.  The  funds  for  maintaining  the  military  were 
mostly  derived  from  the  cotdlscated  property  of  tori(\-,  but  to 
some  extent  iVom  taxation.  We  have  the  name  of  but  oiu^ 
torv,  AVilliam  Fairfield,  who  leinoved  to  Canada;  Governor 
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Slnde  in  his  State  i)H[)ers  supi)resso(l  the  names  of  torie.s  whose 
pro{)erty  was  eontiseatecl. 

During  all  the  years  of  the  revolutionary  war  the  Green 
Mountain  I>oys  fought  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  New  York- 
ers, althougli  a  very  ])itt('r  loeal  controversy  as  to  the  juris- 
diction and  title  to  the  soil  contiiuied.  This  was  terminated 
in  L7<)1  by  Vermont  paying  Xew  York  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  was  done  for  the  sake  of  peace,  as  Xew  York  had 
no  legal  claim  to  Vermont,  the  j'njunction  never  having  been 
dissolved.  Thirty  thousand  then  was  a  greater  sum  to  pay 
than  three  hundred  thousand  now.  In  the  closing  years  of 
the  war.  and  directly  after,  tliere  was  a  large  addition  to  the 
po[)ul;»tioii  of  the  roimly.  Some  s(ncnty  soldiers  settled  in 
Pawlet  alone,  but  they  s[)readall  over  the  country.  We  have 
the  names  and  can  t^oint  out  the  [)lac(^  where  these  seventy 
built  Wn-  themselves  a  home.  AV^e  have  ascertained  the  ages 
of  tifty  of  them,  Avhich  averaged  8.')  years.  Think  of  it,  ye 
dwellers  in  luxurious  homes,  how  these  veterans,  who  had 
braved  the  dnngers  of  war,  the  privations  of  pioneer  life,  and 
still  outlive  you,  two  to  one. 

As  the  years  rollod  on  taxes  increased,  and  a  mob  took  pos- 
session of  the  court  house  at  Kutland,  when  the  sherilT  called 
out  the  military  to  suppress  it.  This  was  in  178G.  The  mili- 
tary from  all  parts  of  the  county  responded  prom[)tly  and 
order  was  restored. 

The  prom})titude  with  which  this  requisition  of  the  sherifl^ 
was  responded  to  is  worthy  of  note.  It  was  issued  on  Friday, 
and  at  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning  troops  from  Casileton, 
under  Col.  Clark,  and  from  Pawlet,  under  Col.  Stephen  Pearl, 
reported  at  the  court  house  in  Rutland.  Col.  Pearl  with  his 
detachment  arrived  tirst,  though  the  farthest  oiV.  Col.  Pearl 
lost  a  valuable  horse  hy  over-driving.  The  father  of  the 
writer  belonged  to  his  company,  and  I  have  often  heard  him 
relate  the  main  facts. 

AVc  !nii:ht  enlarge  and  till  a  volume  of  personal  n^minis- 
cences,  but  a  few  notices  oi'  promitient  faniilies  from  our  own 
town  uuist  sutHce.  Gidron  Adams  came  to  Pawlet  in  177<), 
and  was  very  soon  elected  town  clerk  and  justice,  which 
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otHces  he  (liscliarged  to  the  neceptanee  of  the  people  for  forty 
years.    Simeon  Edu-ertoii  came  in  1780  with  twelve  chihlren, 
all  i)Ut  one  of  whom  were  man-ied  and  raised  hir^'e  families. 
His  descendants  at  tlie  time  of  his  widow's  death,  in  1821, 
were  209.    Most  of  them  have  left  the  State,  hut  we  still 
have  with  us  Hon.  Jacol)  Ediierton,  of  Eutland,  Georo-e  Ed- 
irertou,  of  ^Vallino•ford  and  Charles  F.  Edo-erton,  of  Pawlet. 
Dr.  John  Sargent,  who  sacceeded  Dr.  Chipmari  In  1798,  was 
the  tirst  president  of  the  Rutland  County  Medical  Society. 
He  rai>ed  ten  childien,  of  whom  Leonard  was  Lieutenant 
Governor,  John  and  Warren  B.  physicians,  Delight  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  Cherokees,  where  she  married  Elias  Bondinet, 
a  native  Cherokee,  wiio  was  assassinated  by  his  own  trihe. 
Elisha  Pi-att,  who  was  so  conscientious  tliat  he  would  not  kill 
a  deer  on  Sunday,  though  in  a  famishing  condition  ;  so  the 
Inick  had  to  come  on  a  week  day  to  he  slain.    His  son,  Capt. 
James  Pratt,  came  with  him  :  raised  a  family  of  nmo  children, 
one  of  whom  only.  l]rvin,  remains  in  town.    One  son.  Miner, 
is  a  ch>rgym:ui  in  .Massachusetts.    Capt,  Pratt  died  in  iN.Vt, 
aged  '.^2.    ^laj.  ^Moses  Porter  came  here  in  1780,  and  was  the 
progenitor  of  a  distinguished  family.    Dr.  Elijn})  Porter,  of 
AYaterford,  X.  Y.,  and  his  son,  Johji  K.,  of  New  York  city, 
Moses  P.,  of  Oliio,  and  Henry,  of  Oswego,  X.  Y.,  and  Jo- 
seph, who  inherited  the  }iomestea<L    Moses  and  Joseph  were 
both  deacons  in  the  Congregational  church.    Moses'  widow 
died  in  184:],  aged  102  years.    Timothy  Allen  came  from 
Woodbury,  Ct.,  in  17r)8,  settled  and  kept  a  wayside  inn  in 
the  north-west  pari  of  Pawlet.    The  detrichment  of  ti'onps  on 
their  way  to  capture  Tirouderoga,  in  17 7o,  halted  over  night 
at  his  house.    fJudah  Moliit,  who  afterwards  setttled  in  to\\'ii, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  IH),  was  of  the  numljcr.     Mr.  Allen 
was  a  jnan  of  remarkable  gifts  !ind  eminent  piety,  and  also  liv- 
ed to  the  age  of  9o.     Most  of  his  family  left  thi.>>  vicinity. 
His  son  Timothy  settled  last  in  Hartford,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
died  in  18;M,  aged  74.    Tlie  late  Ahuison  Alhm,  of  Fairhnv- 
en,  Hon,  Ira  C.  Allen,  Simeini  Allen,  aiid  olliers  of  iluii 
place,  and  the  late  l^ev.  l>arna  Alh^i,  of  Ilulib;! rdion,  \rere 
his  descendants.    Capt.  Uenieni})er  P>aker,  a  stalwart  son  of 
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early  Wniiont,  huilt  a  i::rist mill  jn'iorlo  17H8  in  this  (juarter  of 
Pawlet.  A  few  yeurs  later  he  met  a  tragie  and  iiiitiinely 
death,  in  an  expedition  to  Canada. 

Dr.  Lemuel  Chi[)man,  a  brother  of  the  late  dndge  Nathaniel 
Chipman.  of  'rinn]v)uth,  was  the  tirst  president  of  the  Ver- 
mojit  ^^ledical  Soeiety,  the  first  County  Judue,  and  a  member 
of  the  tirst  Couneil  of  Censors.  Afterwards  he  was  Supreme 
Judp-e  in  ^vest(•rn  Xew  ^'ork.  fiis  brother  Cyrus  was  also 
a  physieian  and  settled  in  Miehigan,  when;  he  died  in  l'S4<). 
Col.  Ozias  Clark  was  an  v;\v\y  settler,  an  energetie  nuni,  a. 
deaeon  of  tlie  Congi'egational  ehurrh,  and  the  head  oi' a  numer- 
ous family.  These  three,  as  bi>foi"e  state<l,  married  daughters 
of  Col.  A\'illirnn,  froin  ^^']lon■l  t!ie  \'i(lage  look  its  name, 
Fiteh's  Mills,  lie  was  resident  commissary  of  Col.  Ilcu'riek's 
Ixegiment  of  i gangers. 

We  have  read  and  heard,  })erha[)s  to  a  siu'feit;  of  the  trials 
and  privations  of  the  [)ioneers  of  this  county  in  their  success- 
ful etforts  to  creat<'  luxurious  homes  for  their  successors;  but 
we  must  not  infer  that  because  they  toiled  hai'd  and  fared 
poorly  they  were  deprived  of  all  comforts.  The  ho[)e  of  bet- 
terinii*  their  condition  b\-  establislduu- each  for  himself  jin  inde- 
pendiMit  home  buoyed  U[)  their  spirits,  and  perhaps  no  people 
in  the  world  really  enjoy  lite  betli-r  than  the  settlers  of  a  new 
couritr\'.  Vnr  le-s  sickness  and  inva.lidism  exisled  then  than 
now.  Then  tliea\  crage  number  of  childi'cn  in  a  family,  as  as- 
certained by  actual  enumeration,  was  nine,  while  the  present 
aMM'au'e  of  our  native  fam.ilics  does  not  exceed  threes  Then 
l)et)[>le  wen*  on  a  level,  and  there  was  less  Phariseeism  and 
exclusiveness  than  i'l  modern  society. 

While  we  may  not  [)()ssess  UKUiy  of  the  sui)stantial  virtues 
to  as  eminent  a  degree  as  om*  forefathei's,  \yv  have  outgrown 
m:ni\'  of  iheir  >U[)erstitions,  >ucl!  as  bidief  in  ghosts  and  res{)(H't 
lor  dn^ams.  Ghosts  in  white  lurked  in  every  dark  corner, 
and  dreams  when  twice  repeated  meant  something:  probably 
in  most  cases  they  meaiil  too  heaily  su[>pi*rs.  In  the  olden 
lime  I  he  p,eople  in  llicir  work,  a>  ii\  their  l)lay,  groU[>ed  to- 
gether, and  rarely  would  you  sue  an  individu.al  peggiiig  at  a 
solitary  task.    This  made  labor  almost  a  pastime,  and  robbed 
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it  of  its  Sterner  features.  As  tiie  time  wore  on,  the  primitive 
c;il)ins  \V(*re  exehaniied  for  eoumiodions  dwellings,  and  what 
is  know  n  as  the  liomespun  ;ige,  the  beginning  of  this  eentnrv, 
eommeneed.  No\v  you  will  find  the  sturdy  farmer  in  liis 
leather  apron,  and  his  older  hoys  in  roundabouts,  while  the 
matron  was  surrounded  by  her  daughters,  in  whose  clu'eks 
the  rose  and  the  lily  blended,  all  arrayed  in  the  garments 
tluur  ow  n  hands  had  sj)un,  wo\  e  and  put  together.  AVithout 
was  the  well  stoeked  st;d)le,  the  wheat  field,  the  (d.'ishing  of 
the  tlail  and  the  ax  ;  within  the  looui  and  the  spindles.  As  we 
review  our  enrly  life,  an<l  eall  up  the  diH'p  seated  memories  of 
the  ])ast,  we  eould  nlmost  \\  \>h  t\w  mareh  of  so-called  progress 
were  stayed.  \o\\  the  mowing  and  the  renpiug  njaehines, 
the  eireular  saw,  the  lu)rs(.>  rake  and  other  inventions  do  nuu*h 
of  the  work  of  the  farmer.  The  loom  and  (he  spijining  wheel 
are  all  but  banished  from  the  liousehold.  A\'e  might  enlarge 
and  follow  up  this  and  kindred  themes,  but  we  forbear. 

Xexl  followed  a  history  of  the  sh(;ritls  of  Kutland  Cou)»ty 
for  the  [last  one  hundred  y(\irs,  written  for  the  occasion  by 
J.  C.  AVilliams,  10s<p.  of  Dauby  : 

HISTORY  OF  THE  SHERIFFS  OF  RUTLAND  COUNTY. 

nV        C.  WILIJA3tS. 

Thv  history  ot'  the  sheritls  of  Kutland  (.'ounly,  if  complete, 
might  form  an  interesting  cha[)ter  for  the  ccuteuuial  volume, 
for  which  this  ^ketch  is  de-^igned. 

Since  the  oi'ganization  of  the  county,  in  17S1,  the  ofHce  of 
sheriff  has  heen  considered  au  important-  oni^  and  the  people 
have  been  fortunat<^  in  theii'  selections. 

As  an  otiicer  who  executes  the  laws  of  a  county,  the  duties 
ancl  responsibility  resting  upon  the  sherill*  renders  his  ottice 
an  iin[)ort:ui1  ont\  Alih(n]gh  some  of  tln>  laws  n^lating  to  the 
duties  of  sheritfs  havi^  l)een  modihed  from  time  to  tiuic,  the 
general  duties  have  not  been  changed. 

The  shcriils  of  Jvulland  county  have  not  been  numerous  ; 
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theni  havinir  l)eeii  but  tburtcH'ii  ditreront  [)ers()ns  ^vho  hnve  held 
the  ofiice.  Previous  to  1870  the  term  of  oitice  was  one  year, 
since  which  time  they  have  been  elected  biennially,  the  same 
as  other  county  officers.  The  bond  now  re<inired  of  sherifls 
for  their  faithful  performance  of  duties  is  >^  10,000.  Previous 
to  1850  the  sheriffs  were  elected  by  the  Lef^islature,  since 
which  time  they  have  been  elected  by  the  peo[)Ie. 

The  foUowinu'  is  a  list  of  the  sheritls  of  Rutland  county,  giv- 
en in  tlieir  order,  viz  : 

Abram  Ives,  of  \\\alliiigtbrd,  was  the  tirst  sheritf,  elected 
in  ITS],  ;uid  sei'ved  four  years,  or  inttil  ITS").  He  was  one 
of  the  early  -settltM-s  of  \\';dlingford,  and  kept  a  hotel  there 
for  many  yc-u-s.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  good  citizen,  and 
also  ke[)t  a  nK)del  hotel.  He  was  a  [personal  friend  of  'Ethan 
Allen,  at  whose  hou>c  the  latter  often  visited.  On  account  of 
some  irregularity  in  selling  the  tract  of  land  known  as  Men- 
don,  and  fearing  |>ro>ecution,  he  resigned  his  office,  and  went 
back  to  Connecticut,  where  he  d'wd  at  an  advanced  age. 

Jonathan  Pell,  jof  Tinmouth,  was  the  second  sheritf,  el.ected 
in  1783,  and  ser\  ed  to  1802,  a  period  of  scvent(>en  years.  He 
was  a  good  sherilf  and  po[)ular  with  the  people,  and  hence  his 
re-election  io  the  office  for  so  many  yenrs.  Tinmouth  pi-e- 
vious  to  1T8")  wa.-  the  county  scat,  where  the  jail  and  court 
house  were  situated.  He  i-amc  to  Tinmouth  in  177S,  .-.nd  was 
for  many  years  <.)ne  of  the  prominent  men  of  that  town. 

Arunah  ^^^  Hyde,  of  ( 'astleton,  was  the  third  shei-ilf,  elect- 
ed in  1802,  and  served  ^even  yetirs,  or  until  18()1>. 

Kleazer  Fhigg,  of  Clai'endon,  succeeded  Mr.  Hyde.  He 
served  but  three  years,  from  18011  to  1812. 

Palf  Paige,  oflvutland,  who  was  born  in  Hardwick,  Mass., 
August  21,  17<>'J,  was  next  elected  in  IS  12,  and  served  luit 
one  year.     He  dieil  in  IiUtland,  August  20,  1S;)7. 

Erastus  Parker,  of  Tinmouth,  was  elected  in  isi;;,  and 
served  one  vear.  He  ^vas  again  el(!cted  in  ISIT),  serviuL!"  twi^ 
years,  .-uid  ngain  in  is]  8,  and  s(^r\-ed  one  year,  making  four 
years  in  all.  He  v^as  a  man  well  known,  and  was  prominent 
ill  town  and  county  atfairs,  being  highly  respected  as  a  citizen. 
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Thomas  Hooker,  of  Rutland,  was  the  seventh  sheriff,  eleci- 
ed  in  1S14,  servini;-  one  year  only. 

William  Fay,  lintland,  who  was  !)orn  iri  Ihirdwick,  ^Tass., 
Xovemher  12,  17S0,  was  next  tdeeted  in  1817,  and  served  one 
year.    lie  died  in  Rutland,  July  :^1,  1840. 

Jonathan  Dyke,  of  Rutland,  hut  who  was  horn  in  Chitten- 
den, April  1(5,  178(;,  sueeeeded  Mr.  Baker,  as  sheriff,  in  1811), 
and  served  until  18;M,  a  period  of  12  years.  He  was  also  a 
popular  sheriff,  and  possessed  the  eontidenee  of  the  people. 
But  three  others  held  the  otliee  for  a  longer  period  than  he 
did.    He  moved  to  Illinois  U\  18  15. 

Jacob  Edirerton,  Jr.,  was  elected  in  1831,  and  served  two 
years,  or  until  18.')/).  He  vras  agrdn  elected  in  18  U,  and  serv- 
ed until  December  1,  18f>l,a  period  of  twenty  years,  making 
twenty-two  yeai-s  in  all. 

John  A.  Conant,  of  l)i'andon,  was  elected  in  183o,  and 
served  but  two  years. 

Ira  Parsons,  of  Rutland,  succeeded  Mr.  (  onant,  as  sheriff, 
in  1835,  and  ser\ ed  until  1841,  a  [>eriod  of  six  years.  . 

^Mlliam  M.  Field,  of  Itutland,  the  sixteentii  sheriff,  ^vas 
elected  in  18(51,  and  served  until  1878,  a  pci-iod  of  seventeen 
years. 

D.  P.  Peabody,  of  Pittsford,  the  present  incumbent,  suc- 
ceeded xMr.  Field  in  1878,  and  has  held  the  oilice  since, 

\\'c  regret  tlnit,  on  account  of  the  limited  time  given  in 
which  to  pre})are  this  sketch,  we  are  unnble  to  give  a  com- 
[)lcte  record  of  the>e  nuMi,  as  wiis  designed.  Of  the  ex-shcr- 
ilfs,  as  will  be  secMi  by  the  abose  list,  but  three  are  now  living, 
viz:  Jacob  Ivlgerton,  John  A.  Conant,  and  William  ^1. 
Field. 

Mr.  Fd^erlon  held  the  ollice  of  sheritf  tlu^  louu'cst,  ha\  inL': 
served  twenty-two  years  in  jdl.  He  still  resides  at  Rutland 
in  his  eighty-second  yetir.  Although  advanced  in  age,  he  re- 
tains his  mental  \  igor,  and  is  quite  active  in  business  pursuits. 
He  has  been  wi'v  ])rf >tiiii5eHt  in  town  and  county  ];(>liti«  s 
many  \'ears,  arul  is  c{>n>idc:r(Hl  a  ^afc  cnirfi--crU)r  in  matters  oi 
every  day  lit'e.  Mr.  I'dgerton  has  bren  iionoied  from  tinje  t'» 
time  with  various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  re- 
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tains  in  a  remarkable  dei>Tee  tlie  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him. 

John  A.  Conant  still  resides  at  Brandon,  where  he  was  1)orn 
in  1800.  lie  rarely  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 
they  ^vere  mostly  entrusted  to  his  deputies.  Ira  Parsons,  as 
deputy,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Conant,  took  up  his  residence  in 
liuthmd,  performing  the  dulies  there.  Mr.  Conant,  altliough 
somewhat  feeble  in  health,  has  been  actives  in  ])usines>>  affairs 
f(U'  many  yt^irs,  and  is  respected  by  all. 

AVilliam  ^f.  Field,  as  will  be  seen,  served  the  next  longest 
as  sheritf,  his  re-election  to  the  office  for  so  many  vears  being  a 
compliment  well  bestowed  on  a  faithful  and  eificient  otiiccr. 
lie  still  resides  at  Iiutland,  and  is  now  pr(\-'.i<l(^n1  of  the  Eut- 
land  Savings  IJank. 

D.  P.  Pcal)ody,  the  [>re>cnl  incumbent,  assumed  the  oMice 
of  sheriif  Drcembci-  1,  1878,  tliis  being  his  fourth  year  of  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Peabody  maintains  dignity  in  the  office,  discharg- 
ing its  duties  })ersonally,  so  far  as  able,  has  a  good  cor'ps  of 
deputies,  ami  is  n  worthy  and  eflicient  othcer.  It  is  hoped 
he  will  live  to  score  a  longer  number  of  years  as  sheriff  than 
any  of  his  predecessors. 

None  of  the  deceased  slieriifs  died  while  in  otlice,  that  we 
know  of.  1'hev  v/ei-e  all  honorable  men,  and  performed  Iheir 
duties  faithfidly.  No  county  in  the  Slate  can  present  a  li^t  of 
sheriffs,  wfio  >u^lained  a  better  I'ecord,  as  the  long  tei  in  of 
most  of  them  fully  attest.  Out  of  the. fourteen  sheriffs,  tlu'ee 
ser\'eil  one  year  each  :  one  ser\ cd  two  yinii's  ;  one  three  years  : 
thi-ec^  four  V'cars  ;  one  six  ye;u-s  ;  one  ses  en  years  ;  one  t\\'elve 
years:  t  wo  seventeen  year- ;  and  one  tvveiity-two  years,  the 
average  term  being  seven  yea  is. 

Upon  cu)nelu>ion  o'l  the  al-ove  II.  B.  Spatlbrd,  Esq.,  of 
Clarendon,  delis  ered  tlie  following  poem  : 

A  i:in<l  ot  rock,  :m'l  rill  :ind  trei;, 

A  cluxcii  lieiui'  i)t  l>ii»erty; 

\Min<t>  iijountruns  lm- sn-"!.  \v  itli  wooiled  crest, 

I'he  toot  ul  sl;i\t'  iKiUi  lu'Vt-r  j)ressotl. 

Ilci*' smiliiii^^  s[/|.•!ll^^^  \\\lh  (i-'woy  Howcrs, 

In  garlands  twine  the  vvoodland  bowers; 
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And  ;uitLniin  forests  wear  the  dyes. 

That  rainbows  paint  on  summer  ski(!s. 

Here  valh-ys  u'h^am  with  crystal  streams 

Tliat  dance  in  noontide's  golden  beams. 

The  rocky  liills,  the  fertile  plain 

With  gardens  bloom,  and  fields  of  grain; 

And  circling  round  the  fairy  scene 

In  flowing  robes  of  lorest  green. 

As  guardian  genii  of  tlie  land. 

In  giant  strength,  the  mountains  stand 

Like  miglity  waves  in  frozen  rest. 

On  silent  ocejio's  pulseless  breast, 

xVmid  the  Alps  or  Appenine 

Or  on  the  banks  of  storied  lUiine; 

A  fairer  scene  ne'er  met  the  view. 

Than  'nealh  these  skies  of  bendirtg  blue. 

Wlien  wanes  the  cent'rys  twilight  hour 
The  spirit  wins  the  magic  power. 
To  view  again  the  scenes  of  old 
In  panoramic  view  uni-olled. 
The  tleeting  month-,  the  rolling  years. 
With  days  ot  joy  and  days  of  tears; 
In  long  processiini  sweeping  last 
Into  the  dim  mysterious  past. 

T  see  the  mcmntains  crownt-d  with  ]>ine, 
And  silver  streamlets  glistening  twine, 
Down  thruugli  the  forests  dark  and  old, 
Tiiat  shroud  the  valley's  velvet  mould. 
Tiie  warrior  eagle  sonrs  on  high. 
And  piercing  rings  the  piuither's  cry; 
While  howling  wolves  witii  terror  i brill 
The  eciioes  of  the  cav<'i-nt'd  hills. 
But  no  home  of  mari  is  seen, 
In  all  the  boimdhvss  forest  green. 
******** 

Above  a  battle  storm. 
That  thunders  in  the  \v(^<t; 

1  see  the  dancing  form 
Of  many  a  warrior  crest; 

I  sec  their  banner's  erimson  stain. 
Flash  on  tlu^  golden  sky; 

And  hear  abovt^  the  retlilcned  plain, 
Tlie  foeiuau*:?  charghig  cry. 
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That  cry  tliat  niwy  a  thousand  years 
From  Aginconrt  to  Loiiishiirf]!: ; 

Whoa  Etio-lau.]  meets  the  (j.illie  spears, 
That  battle  cry  is  ever  heard, 
And  ecboes  o"'er  this  woodland  vale 
As  empire  han;j:s  hi  even  scale. 

*       *       *    •*       *       *       #  * 

On  locify  bnnks  of  sylvan  sti'eams. 
The  woodman's  ax  like  silver  trleams; 
Before  the  swift  deseendini!;  stet>l 
The  forest  giants  rock  and  reel. 
And  tall  to  earth  with  dyiuii'  moan 
Far  soundino;  thronirh  the  forest  lone. 
Tlie  tromblin^i^'  earth,  in  ^"Li;!  surpri-:;!' 
Looks  uj>  to  heaven's  starry  evt-s. 
Fair  w.'men  dwell  in  forest  bowers, 
An<l  children  sport  amid  tlie  flowers; 
Wliile  meadows  green  and  wnving  gravi, 
On  nionntain  side  and  level  ]»lain, 
Soon  show  tht^  power  of  Saxon  hand 
Over  a  wild  and  slubhorn  laud. 

******** 

I  hear  the  tramp  of  armed  men 
Come  m:irehi?ig  down  into  the  gl(!n ; 
And  see  their  long  encircling  line. 
Around  a  settlers  cot  entwiiie, 
x\nd  soon  his  saered  roof-tree  riven, 
As  loud  thei]-  shouts  ascend  to  heaven, 
Tlien  from  amid  that  warrior  band. 
Their  chiefs  as  chosen  judges  stand. 
Of  giant  tr;nne  and  st:il  wart  mould, 
Men  lik(;  tlu^  hero  gods  of  old; 
One  waved  at  *'Ti."  his  sword  of  flame, 
And  smote  in  great  flehovah's  name. 
Another  led  the  struggling  hrave, 
Wlien  gallant  deeds  were  vain  to  save; 
Though  p;itri(>t  hlood  in  torrents  run. 
On  crimson  field  of  llubbardton. 
And  otlier  chiefs  of  momitain  fame, 
fh're  ]uet  to  stir  the  York4'r  game; 
In  solemn  enuneil  no\v  they  stand. 
Then  give  tiua  hold  and  stern  command, 
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That  makes  Vennont  an  equal  State  • 
Among  lier  sisters  free  and  great. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  :(s 

And  now  a  black  and  croneliing  form, 
Springs  from  the  mist  of  slaveiy's  storm; 
Fierce  hlood-honnds  bay  along  his  track. 
His  nuister  sternly  calls  him  back. 
"Mv  slave,''  tlie  liauglity  Southron  cries, 
A  Jn«lge,  indignant,  stern  replies, 
"Without  a  bin  of  sah^  from  God, 
No  one  who  iiath  our  fre(^  hills  trod 
Shall  ever  troin  tliese  hills  he  torn 
And  bacl;  to  slavt'ry's  charne.l  borne/*' 
Tiiose  words  now  eclio  o'er  tlie  land. 
From  mouiUain  ]]eight  to  ((cean  strand, 
And  n}ake  his  grave  a  sacred  shrine, 
For  freemen's  hearts  almost  divine. 
In  otlier  lands  tlit  y  write  his  name. 
And  twine  it  with  ihf  wreath  of  fame; 
E'en  in  W'e-itninster's  hall  of  pride, 
Where  England's  great  sleep/^id<^  by  side. 
On  marbh*  scroll  or  tal)h't  fair. 
Go  friend  or  stranger  read  it  there. 

Now  wakt's  the  iiills  to  loader  scream 
Tlian  ever  heard  by  Otter's  stream. 
For  "Nick"  himself  goes  ruslung  by 
On  "Redbird"  steed  that  seewis  to  Hy, 
O'er  valley  deep,  through  mountaiii  high. 
The  thmulcrs  rise  to  greet  tt?e  sky, 
As  sweeps  he  on  his  steetl  of  tire, 
Whose  sinews  strong  will  never  tire 
Till  all  the  sleeping  echoes  wake 
liy  dancing  rill  and  glassy  hike. 
******** 

The  livou  hills  give  magic  })irth 
To  stately  walls  and  jjrineelj  halls. 

For  rich -and  great  and  proud  of  eai'th. 
And  cimning  h;uaH  of  artists  great, 
Fnan  pillars  i>r.)ud,  lor  ehurch  and  state; 
Or  from  the  bK-eks  of  nnirble  cold 
Angels  and  d<>migods  unfold. 
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For  those  who  sleep  in  silent  land 
They  rear  the  shaft  or  column  ^and, 

To  bear  a  fadeless  wreath ;  . 
Or  speak  with  marble  tongue 
Of  deeds  of  honor  done 

By  those  who  sleep  beneath. 

From  Southern  land  a  sable  cloud 

That  Northward  moves  its  banners  proud, 

Sentls  forth  a  loud  and  startling  peal 

That  wakes  the  Northman's  slumbering  steel; 

Swifter  than  the  licry  cross  of  yore, 

The  lightning's  wing  the  suuimons  bore. 

From  mountain  side  and  lowly  glen 
(Jome  crowding  rank^  of  p-itriot  men, 
As  truly  formed  of  her(3  mould, 
As  Sparta's  warrior  sons  of  old  ; 
.\nd  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea 
Go  marching  till  the  land  is  free. 

Till  the  flag  b}'  treason  torn 
From  Sumpter's  walls  in  s!»ame. 

By  loyal  hands  is  }x)rnc 
To  loh:i<M-  heights  and  no1)]or  fame. 
Returning  then  with  dented  shields. 
Or  sleeping  on  the  tented  fields. 
*       *       *       *       *       *       +  >ii 

And  now  the  muftled  drum's  sad,  beat 
The  funeral  ra  ireh  of  mournful  feet, 
Borne  far  trom  lo-t  and  fatal  iivdd, 
A  ItjadiH"  comes  on  hi.x>dy  shield. 
With  folded  arms  on  i-iven  l)reast. 
To  lind  a  place  of  peaeefid  rest, 
Whrre  ivy  with  the  laiu-cI  ines. 
And  kindred  sl^ep  b<.'ne:irh  the  pines. 

The  w<.'eping  Inrfsts  nioan, 
A  chieftain's  glory  ll<*d  ; 

The  mountains  t  clio  wail. 
In  concert  for  the  dead. 
********* 

And  now  glad,  notes  and  sltont"^  of  joy. 
As  marching  home  tho  soldier  l>oy, 
l»('ars  liigh  the  l)aruu'rs  rent  and  torn. 
O'er  fiery  fields  of  battle  borne, 
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When  liissin^j:  shot,  shrieking!;  slieli. 
Made  red  the  earth  tis  crimson  liell. 

Tiiose  days  are  past ;  tlie  war  is  done  ; 
Returning  liome  with  victory  won, 
The  soldier  comes  to  welcome  dear, 
A  father's  hand,  a  mother's  tear. 
And  maiden's  heart  that  thrills  with  bliss. 
As  meets  her  lips  his  eager  kiss. 

From  eottaj:je  home  a  lovely  britle 
Goes  iorth  elate  at  morning  tide; 
The  hne  ot  liealth  is  on  her  brow, 
And  shining  wealth  her  portion  now; 
Her  beaming  eyes,  her  glowing  cheek, 
Long  days  of  hope  and  joy  bespeak. 
She  sadly  smiles  througli  glistening  t<.'a.rs. 
]>at  proudly  looks  to  fiilnre  years. 

The  morrow  comes  when  clanging  bell 
Sends  o'er  the  hill  a  funeral  knell. 
The  bride  of  yester  morn  is  dead. 
Low  lies  her  fair  young  head. 
Pale  her  hands'  fairy  mould, 
^Y]lite  her  wan  lips,  and  cold, 
As  dewy  flowers  by  soft  winds  blown, 
Cy  friendly  hands  are  gently  strown, 
To  weep  upon  her  jteaeefid  breast, 
Or  wither  o'er  her  place  of  rest. 

A  city  proud,  white- walled  and  fair. 
Whose  steeples  pierce  rhe  moimtain  air, 
Now  spreads  its  boundaries  far  and  wide. 
From  jNlentlon  hills  to  L-a's  side; 
Its  people  all  are  wise  and  great. 
Proud  pillars  of  the  ^Mountain  Stat-e, 
All  are  colonels,  some  are  'squire. 
For  no  untitled  men  are  ilierc: 
The  merchtmt's  bargain  fair. and  clean, 
T!i<^  jii'lg^--^  j"-'^      nn-rcy  lean. 
And  upward  from  their  early  youth 
The  lawyers  always  sjxnik  the  truth 
The  {>re:jehers  ])i>iiit,  the  way  to  heaveri, 
.\nd  walk  therein  h-oin  morn  till  even, 
Xo  whisky  ^old  i>v  li:r!it  of  day 
'i'o  those  who  siagger  on  t!ie  vvay; 
Xor  secretly  beliiiul  tia-  si-reen 
Given  a.way  by  liands  unsetm. 
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To  men  of  proud  and  lofty  mien 
The  country  farmers  think  it  sin 
To  take  their  city  cousins  in  • 
And  brini^  to  them  for  r^alo  no  more, 
Turkey  or  chicken  raised  by  Noah. 
But  swiftly  fleeting  is  the  gleam. 
Of  this  fair  city  of  my  dream. 
The  century's  years  have  gone  at  last, 
To  join  the  ages  of  the  past; 
I  see  no  more  its  |)haiitom  forms 
Amid  the  sunsliine  or  the  storms. 
But  'neath  the  sun  or  midnight  dun 
The  river  of  life  rolls  erer  on  ; 
Its  moaning  surges  ceastdess  sweep 
Into  eternity's  soundless  deep. 
And  forms  that  hend  \siLh  weight  of  years. 
And  backward  look,  tln-ough  sorrow's  tears ; 
And  youth  and  childh(j(~>il  fidi  of  glee. 
Are  sailing  to  the  silent  sea. 
While  maidens  fair,  Willi  garlands  gay. 
Are  singing  on  theii*  joyous  vaiy ; 
And  gallant  forms  soon  by  their  side. 
With  hand  in  himd  go  down  the  tide. 
In  fairest  day  or  darkest  night, 
To  them  the  castK'd  shore  is  bright; 
For  truthful  love's  enrhai.tiug  beam. 
Throws  its  halo  o'er  the  stre«]n; 
In  heedless  joy  or  falt.h  subliu)e, 
They're  Hoatiag  down  the  stream  of  time. 

And  manhood  strong  in  hnughty  pride. 
Storms  fiercely  doN\  n  the  fo;;  uiing  tide ; 
And  stamps  his  foot  print  in  ihesund. 
And  writer;  hi-  name  with  eager  hand. 
'Tis  vain!  the  wnves  that  swi^ep  the  shore 
Eras(j  the  nmrks  utrever  more; 
Their  shadows  live,  only  when 
Their  deeds  are  traced  by  history's  pen. 

But  every  noble  thought,  sublime 

And  grand,  will  move  o Vr  waves  of  time, 

xVnd  throw  its  liglit  on  every  shore. 

Till  th  etiug  liitie  shall  ilow  no  more. 

N'ow  cea>c  my  liarp  it>  tuneless  wail. 
No  longer  vex  the  passing  gale; 
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But  wa'ke  again  tiio  hard  that  weaves 
Clear  music  sweet  from  "uiaple  leaves," 
And  bid  our  grandest  mountain  peak, 

Our  widest  ilowin^jj  river, 
The  name  with  reverenc  honor  speak, 

And  echo  on  forever. 

JudiiV  Doit,  in  a  few  liappy  i-oiniirks,  next  iiitroduoed  Hon. 
A.  L.  .Miner,  of  Manchester,  who  spoke  as  follows; 

J/r.  President,  Ladies  and,  Gentlemen: 

I  did  not  come  to  tliis  celebration  to  make  a  speech,  ]>ut  to 
listen  to  others  and  once  more  to  mingle  with  some  of  my  life 
lonir  friends,  whh  whom  it  is  ever  a  pleasure  to  meet.  Bein<:- 
called  upon,  1  cannot  for])ear  saying  a  few  words  altliough  they 
will  l»e  said  in  a  desultory  manner. 

It  was  in  this  Coiutty  that  my  eyes  were  first  opened  to  the 
light,  and  in  which  the  first  thirty  years  of  m}' life  weres[>ent. 
Either  as  an  Mctntd  resident,  or  student,  or  teacher,  I  have 
li\'cd  in  more  than  one  third  of  the  twenty-five  towns  Cff  which 
it  is  eom}tosed.  For  {\)^iy  years  there  has  been  scarcely  a  term 
of  your  Courts  but  what  T  h:tve  been  moi-e  or  less  in  attend- 
ance. Aly  ac(jnaintance  wilh  llie  p(K)ple  lias  been  very  gen- 
eral, long  cdiitinned,  and  to  me  not  only  pleasant  but  endeni- 
ing. 

One  hundred  and  two  year^  ago  this  month,  my  paternnl 
<i'ran<lp;u*enls  moved  into  this  tow  n  from  Coiiuecticut,  aiid  seltled 
about  two  hundred  J'ods  east  of  wlu^re  we  now  are.  They 
came  with  an  ,ox  t(iam.  I'liei]'  efiects  m.-iinly  consisted  of  eight 
children,  the  youngest  hut  four  months  old.  Although  tliere 
were  quite  a  nnmber  of  settlers  scattered  about  this  town,  at 
that  time,  nearly  ;dl  this  sectiDii  wtis  an  unbroken  forest;  no 
roads  that  could  be  prc)perly  cnlled  roads;  no  h()u>es  but  log 
huts  of  the  most  rude  and  }H-inuli\'e  kind,  generally  with  but 
one  rot)m,  and  perhaps  newer  moi-e  tlmn  two.  The  eai-th 
smoothed  oil"  s(U"ved  for  a  lloor.  As  to  furniture  bloeks  of 
wo,)d  :nid  r'MiLj'!i  i^mrlii  -  did  ihe  <luiy  oi'  cliair^,  ixwd  jiiiiuks 
split  t'ntm  t[n>  l>a>s-\sood  were  u.>ed  for  tables.  The  \  vqo^  had 
to  i>e  felled  and  the  ground  cleared  i)etbre  anything  could  be 
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raised  tor  food.  It  has  [iluays  ])eeii  a  mystery  to  me  how 
they  subsisted  the  tirst  year.  I  have  oRen  thought  that  we 
did  not  fully  realize  the  privations,  hardshi[)s  and  trials  tliat 
our  lathers  endured  in  eoming  into  this  tlien  wilderness,  and 
converting  it  into  snjiling  harvest  fields,  and  beautiful  happy 
homes  for  so  nian\'  })eople.  That  work  ^vas  not  done  hy  weak 
or  idle  men.  It  was  luork,  hard  and  eonstant,  that  they  had  to 
do.  Now  we  are  rea})iiig  the  fruits  and  enjoying*  the  eom forts 
and  blessings  that  have  followed  and  eome  from  their  severe 
an<l  rugged  toil. 

A  log  fort  was  creeled  at  the  " Falls  "  (now C^entre  Uutland) 
wliere  in  ease  of  ahirm  the  wonien  and  children  were  taken, 
and  fh''  men  shoiddered  their  nnisketsand  stood  guard.  There 
were  then  no  news}-)a[)ers,  no  mails,  no  means  of  knowing  what 
was  transpiring  outside  the  settlement,  except  as  events  were 
t<)ld  from  one  to  anotlier.  Rumors  of  invasion.s  \vould  become 
magnified  into  the  near  approach  of  a  large  band  of  hostile 
[ndians  who  had  been  hired  by  the  British  to  massacre  the 
whole  settlement. 

It  was  no  unconnuon  thing  for  all  the  hel^dess  to  ])e  hurried 
to  the  fort.  Such  men  did  not  wait  for  the  tomahawk  and 
scalj)ing  knife  to  be  used  on  their  wives  and  children  before 
they  (mdeavored  to  ha\  e  them  iii  a  phice  of  safety.  This  was  in 
the  middle  of  tlio  rex'olutionary  war  ;  but  })ro])ably  in  every 
ea>e  the  alarms  were  groundless. 

Fifty  years  ago  this  Spring  J  came  here  and  went  into  the 
oilice  of  lioyce  flodges,  to  com})lete  my  [)rofessional  studies. 
W'lint  changes  this  tifry  years  have  wrought  !  Tlie  same  natund 
scenery  still  remains.  The  mountains  extending  on  either 
hand  as  far  as  vision  will  reach,  with  their  lofty  summits  and 
conelike  peaks  })iercing  the  clouds,  still  stand  in  all  tluiir 
pristine  grand(Mir  and  pride.  This  same  valley,  unsurpassed 
ill  beauty  :uid  fertiiitx',  with  its  river  and  many  streandets,  is 
yet  here.  AMioever  wishes  to  see  a  more  charming  landscape, 
one  too  where  every  e\  id'Mice  o!'  thrift  and  ha])[>iness  :u'e  <'x~ 
liii)ited,  thiin  i>  t(»  be  sc<'n  from  nn\'  of  your  sunnnits  where 
this  valley  from  r>ra!ui'.)n  to  U'allinglbi-d  is  In-ought  in  \ievv, 
'must  go  to  some  s[)Ot  of  earth  that  my  eyes  have  never  yet 
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looked  upon.  A  givMter  Being  tluu!  man  lifted  u[)  these  moun- 
tains and  s})i-ead  out  this  valley  lor  you  to  dwell  in.  "We  ean 
little  change  thi.s  handiwork.  But  all  else,  how  dilterent  and 
how  changed  !  Your  village  then  had  hut  one  street.  It  then 
contained  hut  two  plain  houses  for  })ul)lie  worshi[).  Th(M-e 
were  two  small  hotels,  and  those  with  ceilings  so  low  that  some 
of  your  present  landlords  could  hardly  stand  erect  in  them.  In 
point  of  husiness  you  were  tlien  fidly  e(iualled  l)y  Brandon  and 
Castleton,  with  several  other  towns  hut  little  hehin<l  you. 
Xow  you  have  man  1/  splendid  church  edifices,  all  comparatively 
new.  Your  hotel  acconnnodations  are  prohal»ly  not  equalled 
in  New  England  out>ide  of  Boston.  You  have  hecome  the 
husiness  centi'e  not  onlv  of  this  Count v,  hut  extendini:-  into 
and  through  other  Counties.  Your  streets  and  [)Oj)ulation  have 
increased  more  than  ten  fold.  Your  puhlic  hnildings  and  many 
palatial  residences  would  adorn  any  town  in  any  country. 

As  J  was  sitting  on  this  platforni  this  afternoon,  1  endea\'ored 
to  think  how  many  men  were  living  here  now  that  were  in 
husiness  here  when  1  came  in  is;^.  I  could  recollect  hut  two  ; 
they  were  silting  together  just  forward  of  me,  ^^r.  Kcuhcn 
It  Thrall,  and  Mr.  Luiher  Daniels.  I  think  they  are  all  that 
were  then  old  enough  to  he  in  husiness  for  themselves  and  who 
still  reside  here. 

It  seems  to  me  that  no  village  thcji  or  since  then  in  this 
State  or  elsewhere  of  aiictjual  number  of  inhabitants  contained 
more  men  of  marked  abilit}'  and  of  high  moral  character,  than 
were  then  resident.    They  are  now  at  "rest." 

Vermont  has  raised  a  large  number  of  repres<a]tative  men, 
and  this  County  has  had  a  full  share.  Koihn  C.  Ahdlory  and 
Ste}>hen  A.  Douglas  were  both  natives  of  Kutland  County ,  an<l 
Solomon  Foot  located  and  lived  here  in  tlu-  village  of  Kutland. 
Mr.  Mallory  was  elected  six  times  to  Congress,  the  last  time, 
in  18o0,  without  oj)p(ysition.  He  died  in  the  Spring  of  IS.'U, 
without  serving  any  time  under  his  last  eleclion.  He  was 
justly  consi^lei-ed  one  of  the  .-troiig  men,  and  a  lead.er  in  Con- 
u'ress  ;  [)erha})s  lie  h;id  a>  nui'-h  ability  as  any  ni;!.!i  ever  ra.i-e.l 
in  this  State.  Mr.  l-'oot  lived  liere  with  yoii.  h  is  but  til'ieen 
years  since  wc  deposited  his  remains  in  yonder  vault.  This 
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town,  nnd  I  iiiiglit  tiiniost  s:iy  tho  State,  was  dra[)ed  iunioiirn- 
ing;  iiiaiiy  of  you.  porliapc;  all  of  you,  knew  liim  well.  He 
served  tiiis  town  in  the  Legislatare  several  times,  and  was 
three  limes  Spcid-cer.  lie  served  four  years  in  Congress  and 
dech'ned  a  furth(>r  eleetion  :  he  was  elected  U.  S.  Sena.tor  in 
1.S50,  and  agaui  in  1N56,  and  again  in  18(52.  lie  presided 
over  that  l)ody  most  of  tiie  time  tor  four  years,  lie  had  few 
equals  and  no  sut)eriors  as  a  presiding  oliieer.  He  died  in 
ofiiee,  with  ''harness  on." 

Mr.  Doughis"  history  is  known  to  all.  He  served  in  both 
houses  of  Congress,  and  was  three  times  a  candidate,  either  for 
noniination  or  l)eforc  tiie  t)eople,  for  the  office  of  President  of 
the  United  States.  He  died  in  J^^Gl,  just  after  tiie  civil  war 
had  hegun,  ])ut  he  livinl  long  enough  to  declare  in  a  public 
s[)et>cli  th;it  he  Vvould  sup[)ort  the  adminislrntion  hi  putting 
down  the  rebellion.  He  was  doubtless  one  of  the  brightest 
men.  and  })erhaps  as  ready  in  deljate  as  any  man  in  t)ublic  life 
e\  er  was  in  this  country.  To  have  produced  such  public  men 
as  ^lallory,  Foot  and  Douglas  is  no  small  honor  to  this  or 
any  other  country. 

James  Meach.-im  was  also  born  and  raised  in  this  town.  He 
was(Mght  years  in  Congress,  and  was  nominated  for  another  elec- 
tion at  the  liuK^  of  his  deatli.  He  was  called  the  lir.fr  scholar 
in  tlic  House  of  ]'et)resentatives.  Statesmen  are  not  the  only 
eminent  men  wlio  Iilivc  h;id  their  origin  in  this  county.  Learn- 
ed men  in  all  the  professions,  iiicluding  })rofL'ssors  and  teachers, 
editors  and  ci\  il  engineers,  and  le^uling  business  men  in  all  the 
dt'[)artments  of  life,  have  l)een  raised  in  this  count}',  and  have 
been  scattered  all  over  this  broad  country. 

The  liOgers,  the  Ihitlcrs,  the  Boardmans,  the  Higleys,  the 
liiu-ls,  the  Kelloggs,  the  Gilberts,  the  Walkers,  the  Conants, 
the  Austin'^,  the  Clarks,  thc^  No!)les,  the  Cushmans,  the  Roberts, 
the  Pages,  the  Pigelows,  the  Chij:>mtuis,  the  Porters,  the  Jones, 
the  iNlerritts,  and  the  Pcards.  I  might  add  the  (ireeleys,  for 
Horace  was  raised  in  this  village.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  them 
as  viewed  from  my  shiiid[Hmil  ,'it  that  time,  and  as  the}' a[)|H;ar 
to  me  now. 

The  clergymen  then  were  the  Ivev.  Dr.  Charles  Walker  and 
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I\cv.  Dr.  Proctor.  Dr.  Hicks  eunie  whiK?  I  wus  hero,  and  re- 
mained till  his  death.  Have  your  pulpits  ever  been  su[)plied 
with  abler  and  l)ettei'  men  ;  or  tliose  more  revered  and  beloved 
by  their  ]>arishioners  ? 

The  physieians  were  Dr.  Cleveland,  Dr.  Porter,  and  the 
two  Dr.  (Jreens.  AW're  they  not  all  eminent  in  their  profes- 
sions? ^len  of"  hii:h  standing  and  Lireat  \vorth.  There  were 
several  irentlenien  residini?-  here  who  had  been  attornevs,  not 
then  in  practice.  Judge  Williams  was  then  on  the  bench. 
Col.  Gove  was  almost  a  lite  time  clerk  of  the  Circuit  and  Dis- 
trict Courts.  \Villiam  Page  was  cashier  of  the  ]>ank,  and 
Ivobert  Pierpoint  ^\^•ls  clerk  of  the  County  Court  and  Probate 
Judge.  Judge  Sti-ong  and  uc'hert  Temple  had  retired  from 
practice. 

The  lawyers  in  active  [)ractice  then  were  Rodney  C.  Poyce 
and  Sihis  H.  Hodges,  K.  L.  Ormsbee,  K.  P.  Thrall,  P.  H. 
Walker,  Gen.  P»rown  and  F.  W .  Hopkins,  and  Solomon  l^'oot 
was  added  to  their  number  soon  after  1  came.  Have  \-ou  ever 
had  a  more  profound  judge,  or  one  who  was  more  higldy 
esteemed  than  Judge  Williams?  Has  there  been  a  better  jury 
advocate  than  Podney  C.  Poyce,  whose  assistance  was  sought 
in  a// jury  trials?  Has  there  been  any  lawyer  here  that  could 
give  a  clearer  analysis  of  a  law  [?oint  than  lulgar  L.  Ormsbee? 
Or  one  who  could  cite  more  decisions  and  give  their  reasons 
than  Silas  H.  IP)dges?  Did  any  one  ever  do  a  larger  business 
or  take  more  judgments  in  one  year  than  Mv-  Thrall?  ( )ne 
of  his  students  told  me  that  they  had  taken  over  lifteen  hun- 
dred judgments  lliat  year.  1  venture  to  say  that  is  more  than 
are  now  taken  in  the  county  in  any  year. 

Have  you  had  better  and  more  rcliabl(>  merchants  than  dames 
D.  Butler,  Mr.  Fuller,  Daniel-  iS:-.  Pell,  Maj.  Hodges  and  dames 
liarrett?  Ila\e  you  liad  any  better  mechanics  than  such  men 
as  Capt.  Lord  and  Judge  A\'illiani  Hall?  Divl  any  village  or 
place  ever  have  men  who  were  more  universalh.'  believed  to 
be  trustworthy  at  all  timi^s,  in\d  under  all  circuni^lances  o-ov- 
ei-ncd  bv  liie  higlie>t  moral  'principle;-  ihan  sncii  men  ;is  dames 
D.  Butler,  Cai'f.  Lord,,  Dr.  Ho<  >k<r  ;uni  Judge  ^ViHiarn-?  Ajid 
1  might  add  many  others.     Where  could  l)e  found  men  of 


ORGANIZATION  OF  RUTLAND  COUNTY,  VEK.AIONT.  105 

more  polished  iiuiiiiiers,  (/cntlenicn  id  -dWiimc^i,  and  evcn  where, 
than  Col.  Jesse  Gove,  Ma}.  Ilodijes,  Dr.  HonR-e  (IreiMi,  and 
Judge  Williams?  But,  Mr.  President,  tliey  have  all  passed 
that  portal  whieh  o[)ens  into  the  unseen  world  : 

•'In  the  sweet  tiekls  oi  Edeti, 
Where  the  tree  of  lite  is  blooming.'" 

Vermont  has  s-jnt  out  manv  men  that  have  obtained  hiirh 
honors  in  other  States,  and  in  tlie  general  government.  She 
has  furnished  one  (Jovernor  tor  ^lassachusctts,  three  for  New 
York,  one  for  Ohio,  (me  lor  ^lieliigan,  one  for  Indiana  and 
one  for  Louisiana.  Last  year  she  had  three  of  her  sons,  Hrst- 
elass  foreign  ?dinislers,  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Ivome,  ^Ir.  Ka^son,  at 
Vienna,  and  Mr.  Stoughton,  at  St.  Petersburg.  And  rumor 
says  that  Mr.  Morton,  of  New  York,  another  Vermonter,  is 
soon  to  1)0  sent  as  ^Minister  to  France. 

Men  born  and  raised  in  this  State  have  been  members  of  the 
U.  S.  Senate  from  New  Ihuupshire,  New  ^'ork,  jMichigan, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Louisian.a-,  Arkansas,  and  two  at  the  same 
time  from  Wisconsin. 

^Vhen  1  was  at  Washington  there  were  Vermonters  in  the 
House  ;  one  from  ^fainc,  one  from  New  TLuupshire,  five  from 
New  York,  two  from  Pennsylvania ,  Tliaddens  Stevens,  one  of 
them,  three  from  Oliio,  one  from  Michigan,  and  one  from 
Wiscousiii.  Since  that  time  the  (Jreen  ?\[ountain  boys  have 
constantly  found  their  way  into  the  National  Legislatui'e  irom 
a  large  number  of  States.  In  the  })resent  House,  one  of  its 
most  able  meiubers,  M\\  Kasson.  of  Iowa,  is  a  Vermonter, 
and  one  of  its  brightest  and  most  witty  is  another,  Mr.  llorr, 
of  ^ricliigan. 

We  have  furnished  one  Mayor  for  the  C'ity  of  New  York. 
The  present  Collector  for  that  city  and  also  for  ]>oston,  and  the 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  were  all  sons  ot"  this 
State, 

I'rnm  IS  to  to  ]  850,  this  State  had  four  membei  ^  of  Con- 
irress.  In  IS  b)  wr  electcj  uvw  members  from  all  the  I)i>tricts. 
In  the  1st,  Solomon  Vo>)i  ;  in  the  2d,  Jacob  Collamer  :  in  the 
3d,  George  P.  Marsh;  in  the  -ith,  Paul  Dillingham.  The 


100  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  OF  THE 

nienibors  at  the  eoiiunenccnient  of  the  session  iivv  sworn  by 
States.  As  our  deleuation  went  to  the  clerk's  desk  to  he 
sworiu  some  one  remarked  that  four  better  looking-  men  conhl 
not  be  found  in  that  body;''  perhaps  ■  that  was  true,  for  they 
were  certainly  all  men  of  uneonnuonly  tine  [)ersonal  a})pearance. 
lUit  let  me  add  that  no  State,  however  large,  ever  sent  four 
new  members,  or  four  ohl  mendjers,  into  one  Congress  that 
had  n.'Oi-e  ability  tlian  those  four.  If  New  York,  with  its 
thirty-three  members  (or  forty  as  they  once  had),  ever  had 
in  one  house  four  mend>ers  of  eipial  ability,  it  must  have  been 
before  my  recolleetion.  Of  Mr.  Im)oI  1  have  already  s})oken. 
Mr.  Marsli  served  six  years  in  Congress  and  has  been  a  foreign 
.Minister  nearly  twi>nty  years,  lie  is  a  man  of  vast  learning, 
and  it  is  said  no  man  in  ilie  world  can  read  or  spetdi  more 
kiuguages  than  he  can.  (rovernor  Dilh'ngiiam  was  a  democrat, 
sers'ed  tour  yeai--  in  Congress,  and  deelined  a  fiu'ther  election. 
I  met  him  in  the  cai's  soon  after  Fort  vSumpter  was  lired  upon. 
Ib^  told  me  he  })referred  the  })reservalion  of  the  country  to 
party,  and  that  he  should  do  all  he  was  able  to  put  down  the 
rebellion,  lie  was  that  year  elected  State  Senator,  and  after 
that  was  two. years  Lieutenant  Governor  and  two  years  (rov- 
ernor. For  many  years  no  man  stood  higher  in  the  State  as 
a  jury  advocate.  Judge  Coliamer  had  been  0]ie  of  our  Supreme 
Judges  a  hjug  lime  :  he  served  six  years  in  Congress,  and  re- 
fused another  election,  lie  was  Postjuaster  General  under 
President  Taylor,  and  then  again  one  of  our  Judges,  lie  w;is 
elected  Cniled  States  Senator  in  Fso  t,  and  again  in  18<!(),  and 
died  in  otlice,  in  Xovember,  18(15.  He  was  beyond  doubt 
more  le'arn.v'd  in  the  law  than  any  other  Senator,  and  so  con- 
sidered by  all.  Tliis  State  has  ])laced  his  statue  in  the  old 
Kei)re^entatives  Hall,  at  \\^ishington,  as  our  tirst  and  greatest 
citizen.  llis  death  occurred  but  two  oi*  three  months  previcnis 
to  Senator  Foot's  death.  Governor  Dillingham  ;i}>[)ointed 
their  successors  to  serve  till  the  K'gi^iature  should  meet  the 
next  October.  You,  Mr.  President,  had  a  scad  in  our  Strde 
Senate,  (lion.  Mr.  l)(/ri-  beiiig  in  the  (/Iiair; ,  and  1  was  in  ihe 
other  house  at  the  session  in  th*-  fal!  of  18(<(5.  A^'e  tilled  tlieir 
[)laces  by  electing  our  present  Senators,  Mr.  Edmunds  and 
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Mr.  MoirilL  After  tlu^y  ^vere  elected  you  introduced  appro- 
priate resolutions  relative'  to  the  deatli  of  our  two  Senators. 
When  the  resoUitions  came  to  tlie  House,  I  moved  that  they 
lie  and  be  made  a  speci:d  order,  thai  titting  remarks  might  be 
made.  At  the  time  set  you,  Sir,  came  into  the  House,  and 
sat  near  me.  I  have  not  seen  wJiat  [  said  since  then,  but  I 
recollect  of  saying,  among  (>th(u-  things,  something  like  this, 
"that  two  of  the  most  massive  and  highly  polished  pillars,  which 
upheld  the  structure  of  our  greatness,  iiad  given  way  and 
fallen,  but  we  have  titted  others  in  their  places,  and  ma}-  they 
stand  as  tirm,  and  rctlect  back  as  bright  a  luster  upon  their 
constituents  as  tliose  did  that  hmc  fallen." 

Have  not  niy  hopes  aiul  yours  been  realized?  Our  Senators 
ha\  e  been  there  ever  since.  .Mr.  Ivlmunds  is  justly  called  the 
headof  thcSenat(>  ;  and  noman  there  or  el-ewhere  bcttei*  under- 
stands the  revenue  laws  or  is  a  more  com[)lete  master  of  hnance  , 
than  Senat(jr  .Morrill.  A\'hen  our  Senators  were  in  a  majority 
Mr.  Morrill  had  the  riKiirm;insh![)  of  the  ct)mmittee  on  tlnauce  ; 
Mr.  Kcbnunds  tliat  of  the  judiciary.  May  not  this  little  State 
well  be  proud  of  furnishing  men  for  the  two  most  important 
positions  in  tlie  liighc-^t  legislative  liody  on  earlli':' 

1  was  re(juested  to  sriy  something  of  the  Lawyers  who  were 
in  practice  when  I  came  liere,  and  before  that  time.  I  was 
acquainted  with  all  who  were  living  in  the  county  then,  and 
perhaps  have  know  n  all  who  liave  been  in  [>ractice  here  since. 
I  liave  already  mentioned  the  members  of  the  bar  in  this  towm. 
T  can  <lo  very  little  more  than  name  those  in  other  towns.  In 
Wallingford  tiiere  was  Judge  r>utton,  who  besides  Mr. 
Thrall  is  the  only  one  now  living  in  the  county  that  was  then 
here.  Jn  'ilnmouth,  ,Jut]ge  Noble,  who  was  out  of  piactice  ; 
he  had  Ixnai  a  long  time  dudge  of  Ih'obate,  and  one  of  the 
associate  judges  of  the  County  Court.  He  was  of  undoubted 
integrity  ;  a  good  lawyer  and  truly  a  "  Xoble  "  man.  .Nathaniel 
Haruion,  of  Pawlel,  ^\as  considered  well  versed  in  the_  law: 
Genei'al  Jonas  IMaik  and  his  ne}>hew,  Orson  Clark,  were 
tlieii  in  Miildletown.  ( )r-on  tl'u'd  young.  d"he  (renerrd  was 
one  of  Ihe  naosi  i:"enial  of  men.  Hi>  law  knowledge  w:is  ob- 
tained at  home,  after  lie  was  married.    He  had  little  previous 
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ediu-ation,  but  ho  ])ecaiiu>  a  good  lawyer  and  had  an  extensive 
praetire.  He  made  up  for  laek  of  early  training  in  native 
talent,  ready  wit  and  untiring- energy.  He  was  a  lonir  number 
of  years  State's  attorney,  and  I\e[)resentative  for  nearly  a  score 
of  years.  T  knew  him  better  than  other  attorneys.  That 
town  was  my  early  home.  In  Ponltney  there  vrere  Judge 
\\'arner  and  James  Harris.  Mr.  Mallory  died  the  spring  I 
came  here.     I  came  from  his  ofliee. 

Jn  Fair  Haven  was  Judge  ivittredge.  In  Castleton,  Selah 
H.  Merrill,  Judge  Howe  and  !>.  F.  Lang(k)n  ;  Chauncey  Lang- 
don  died  the  tall  hrfoj-e.  In  Benson,  General  IveHogg,  father 
of  our  late  Judge  L.  C.  Kellogj;-,  whose  death  was  so  dee})!y 
moururd  ])y  n--  a.lk  In  fitt^ford,  wa-^  GordiOii  Xewtd  and 
flohn  (j.  X(n\  (>l  :  ai>o,lo[m  Picr}H)int,  who  moved  to  Yei'^cmies 
soon  after,  and  who  has  keen  one  of  our  Supreme  Judges  for 
twenty-four  years,  and  Ciiief  Judge  since  the  fall  of  18(11).  In 
lirandon  theie  were  General  Davenport,  Judgx^  Juiu:,  and  a 
Mr.  I)i-ought()n.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  a  list  of  iionorakle 
names,  such  as  any  county  may  well  feel  [)roud  of.  It  is  true 
la^vyers  had  not  the  hooks  they  now  have  ;  many  (juestions 
have  become  settled  that  no  k-arncil  lawyer  would  now  thinl: 
of  raising  that  wm-e  tlien  fu'rly  debatable.  1  think  they 
r(died  more  upon  their  talent  at  reasoning,  a.nd  their  ready 
wit,  than  now.  and  nuich  k'ss  u[)on  their  actual  kuo\vledgc  ot" 
the  lav>'. 

There  were  at  an  vaAy  day  aijle  men  in  the  oihei'  [)rofes^ioiis 
bi^fore  and  down  past  the  time  I  came  here.  I  ^vil}  onh'  name 
a  few.  In  the  ministry  there  were  Dr.. Ball,  of  this  village, 
and  Mr.  Haynes,  of  \\^cst  Rutland:  r>igelow  afid  Hayiies,  v)f 
Middletown,  Ciriswold,  of  Pawlet,  Cushman,  of  Fair  Haven, 
Kent,  of  licjison,  Iveixlrick,  of  Poultney,  Child,  of  Pittsford, 
Knap})in,  of  Sudbury,  all  able  ukmi. 

There  were  early  a  large  number  of  eminent  men  in  the 
medical  profession  in  this  Gouuty.  At  Ca.stleton,  there  ^vere 
old  Dr.  Cir!(Ue\',  the  two  Dr.  Woodwards,  :u\d  Dr.  Perkins, 
all  at  some  tiun^  profes-ors  in  [he  medical  college.  At  i\ndtne}\ 
Kcndrick  and  l>ro\vii>on;  Tinmouth.  (,1ni'k  ;  Middk-town, 
Clark;  Pawlet,  Sargeant ;   ^V' allingford,  Fox;  Fair  Haven, 
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r>igelow  :  and  Pittsford,  Dana.  These  were  all  celebrated 
iiieri  in  their  professions,  and  doubtless  there  were  others  of 
equal  standinu^ 

^Ir.  President,  1  have  endeavored  to  give  jou /ads  in  rather 
II  nunbling  manner,  it  is  true,  but  if  I  have  been  the  cause  of 
any  gratification  to  any  one  1  am  ghid  that  I  have  been  thus 
called  upon  to  talk  without  preparation. 

Fads  need  no  adornment  to  be  of  interest.  Thanking  you 
and  the  audience  for  their  attention,  I  will  say  no  more. 

Upon  conclusion  of  Mr.  Miner's  remarks,  Hon.  A.  M. 
Beard,  U.  S.  Collector  for  the  i)Ost  of  Boston,  was  presented, 
and  made  the  Ibl lowing  remarks,  as  rc})()rted  in  the  Htrald  and 
Globe  : 

MR.    BEATiO'S  REMAliKS. 

i)/r.  President^  Ladies  ami  Godlcmeti: 

When  I  received  the  invitation  to  come  here,  I  had  no 
intimation  that  a  speech  was  to  be  expected  tVom  me.  I  came 
to  listen  and  to  learn,  and  1  liave  learned.  Having  been  aw  jiy 
from  the  Stale  so  long,  I  thought  it  would  not  do  to  slight  the 
lirst  invitation  J  had  to  come  back.  A  man  is  not  responsii)le 
for  his  birth  place,  but  1  am  ])roud  lo  have  h;bd  my  origin  in 
this  Stale,  ;u)d  would  not  admit  an  cfpiality  in  this  respect,  ex- 
cept with  an  Ohio  m;ui.  Though  not  born  in  this  county,  my 
birthplac(r  was  just  beyond  tl)e  mountains,  \\m\  in  my  youth  I 
hjoked  u[)on  the  s;nne  })eaks  with  the  natives  of  Kutl'uul  count  v, 
only  IVom  a  diil'erent  direction.  In  this  county,  however,  in 
I^ittstield,  I  had  njy  business  training.  There  now  remain  few 
of  the  men  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  tb.en.  1  haA'e  been  in- 
terested in  the  accounts  given  here  to-(hiy  of  thi^  settlers  of 
this  State,  wtK)  seem  to  have  the  best  ipudities  of  the  I'higlish 
blood,  'i'he  period  since  tiiey  tirst  canu^  into  these  regions 
seems  long,  but  is  in  reality  short.  The  patriotism  of  the 
(K\v\y  du'ellei-.-  in  this  State  gain<Ml  the  victory  of  Ticon(ler<»ga, 
and  they  shov/cvl  ciuisummati^  -tatc-man.-hip  in  tho>c  days  by 
their  tact  in  i^ec}>ing  t  lie  luiglish  at  bay,  while  at  the  same  time 
Washington  never  once  mistrusted  their  purity  of  purpose  and 
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loyaltv.  Ill  tiie  fonndntion  of  their  goveniinent  the  whole 
people  took  part,  and  it  was  literally  a  government  of  and  l>y 
the  people,  ^viih  the  freest  suffrage.  The  Governor  was  ehosen 
•  by  the  })eo})le  and  by  all  tiie  people,  as  was  the  case  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut.  'J'hat  was  the  Pilgrim  idea  of  a 
State,  and  the  purest  democratic  idea.  But  once  a  year  the 
governor  was  made  responsible  to  those  from  whom  he  re- 
ceive<l  his  otiice.  You  here  have  departed  from  this  practice, 
but  I  believe  the  recurrence  ot  the  seasons  should  mark  the 
return  of  responsil>ility  to  the  chief  executive  of  the  State. 
The  })rin(  i|)les  of  freedom  which  are  found  dominant  in  the 
dwellers  among  mountains  have  ever  distinguished  Vermont, 
not  only  in  hei*  (jarly  history  but  subse«|uei)tly .  ller's  is  the 
proud  distinction  that  sh(^  is  the  only  St;de  which  never  had  a 
slave  within  her  borders,  ami  slavery  was  prohibited  in  her 
constitution.  Xor  did  a  slave-owner  ever  come  within  her 
borders  in  jmrsuit  of  his  I'ligitives,  as  he  did  in  oVhissachusetts 
and  other  >>('W  England  States.  In  my  pf)sition  1  am  often 
called  upon  to  make  decisions,  and  always  make  them  U[)()n 
the  basis  ot'  a  decision  once  made  by  Judge  k^lias  Key es- of 
Stockbridgc.  which  well  i-eilects  the  spirit  of  X'ermonters.  To 
a  lawyer  who  denmrred  from  one  of  his  rulings  on  a  point  of 
law,  the  judu'e  re})lied  :  "If  it  isn't  law,  it  ought  to  be.  and  you 
will  lind  it  law  v.  it  bin  the  juri.-diction  of  this  court."  The 
sons  of  W-rmont  are  found  wherever  civilization  has  gone,  and 
it  makes  very  little  diilerence  whether  she  increases  in  })Opula- 
tion  or  not,  so  long  as  she  sends  out  such  men  as  she  has  and 
wields  the  power  at  \\^asliii!gton  that  she  does  now  through 
her  Senators.  A  gentleman  once  said  he  was  tired  of  the 
turmoil  attendant  upon  our  l*residential  election-^,  and  was 
almost  in  l-n  or  of  a  monarehy.  Ihit  did  this  man  but  stop  to 
coni[)are  tlie  lives.and  eharaeiers  of  our  rulers — (he  {>eople — in 
the  last  hundred  years  with  that  of  the  best  of  the  sovereigns 
during  that  time,  his  opinions  woidd  have  been  changed.  The 
tnmsfer  of  the  ehieC  olHci- of  this  great  nation ,  which  t(M)k  i)lace 
at  W'ashitiiiion  lo-dny  in  O'-uev^  and  •  jiurt .  i>  a  t king  w  hieh  <'ould 
not  be  a<Tn!n[)lished  in  a  Vikv  manner  in  any  ofinu'  nation. 
The  sons  of  Vermont  who  have  lione  without  her  border.^  have 
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prospored,  but  w  ith  the  lapse  of  time  they  "rcmciiil)or  lyore 
and  more  the  scenes  and  associations  of  tlieir  youtlj,  and  by 
tliose  memories  are  inspired  to  do  more  and  ])e  more  for  the 
honor  of  their  native  State.  And  therefore  I  say  it  makes 
little  ditlerence  whether  Vermont  increases  in  po})ulati()n  or 
not,  if  she  continues,  as  she  has  done,  to  send  out  sons  and 
daughters  who  shall  give  to  her  and  to  themselves  the  fame 
which  character  and  iutelligeiice  bring. 

Mr.  l>eard  was  loudly  ap})lauded  during  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  and  at  the  ch^se. 

Aftei-  Mr.  lieard's  address  the  President  of  tlie  day.  Judge 
Dorr,  made  a  few  i-emarks  on  the  success  of  tlie  celebration, 
and  many  inttMcstiug  facts  which  had  been  pivsented  ])efore 
the  meeting,  and  after  thanking  the  large  attendanct^  present 
for  their  long  continued  and  respectful  attention  to  the  exer- 
cises of  the  evening,  declared  the  meeting  adjourned. 

•  Owing  to  the  extended  and  varied  literary  and  historical  ex- 
ercises of  the  da)',  but  little  >j)ace  or  time  was  deviated  to  the 
anti<iuari;ni  or  relic  department.  (}\uto  a  number  of  ii4<'i"esting 
relics  Nvere  produced  on  the  occasion,  ])ut  nearly,  if  not  quite 
all,  had  been  seen  ai)d  described  in  other  centennird  gather- 
ings and  celebrations,  and  have  been  preserved  in  publications 
pertaining  to  the  same,  so  that  no  especial  mention  or  descrip- 
tion of  them  will  be  given  in  this  pi'csent  volume. 
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[PnWJslied  by  iverinission  from  tlie  Centennial  Celebration,  1870,  of  Jutland,  Vermont.] 

THE  DEAD  CENTURY. 

BY 

Mks.  ,]™a  C.  (IvIPLF.y)  DORll, 

OP  RUTLAND,  VERMONT. 
•  I. 

Lo!  we  come 
Bearing  the  Centui.T  cold  and  dumb! 
Folding  ahr.ve  the  luightv  bi-east 
lie  the  hands  that  have  earned  their  rest; 
Unshed  are  the  grandly  speaking  lips; 
Closed  aw.  tlie  (>yes  in  dear  eclipse; 
And  the  scu1[)tered  liinl)s  are  deathly  still, 
Kesponding  not  to  the  eagei-  will. 

As  \Ye  come, 
Bearing  tlie  century,  cold  and  dumb! 

*         '  JL 

Lo!  we  wait; 
Knocking  here  at  the  sepidchi-e's  gate! 
Souls  of  tlie  ages  passed  away, 
A  iiiightiei- joins  your  ranks  t(vday; 
Open  your  doors  and  give  him  room 
r>uried  Centuries,  in  your  tomb! 
For  calmly  under  his  heavy  pall 
Sleepeth  the  kingiieist  of  them  all, 
While  wi;  w  ait 
At  the  sepulchre's  awful  gate! 

nr. 

Yet — pause  here 
I>ending  low  o'er  the  narrow  bier! 
Pause  ye  aw  hile  nn.l  let  your  lliought 
Compass  the  work  that  he  hath  wrought; 
Look  on  his  brow  so  scari-<'tl  and  wc^rn; 
Think  of  the  Wi.-ight  his  iKind-  li;ive  borne; 
Think  of  thr  fetters  he  Isalli  broken. 
Of  lh«?  uiighry  wor<!s  his  lips  have  sj>oken 

Who  lies  liere 
Dead  and  cold  on  a  iiari'ow  bier! 
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Ere  he  goes 
Silent  aii'l  calm  to  liis  i;T:ind  repose,—  , 
"While  the  Centuries  in  their  tomb 
Ciowd  together  to  jiive  him  room. 
Let  us  think  of  tlie  woudroas  deeds 
Ansu'erinii'  still  to  thf  world's  great  needs, 
Answerini:;  still  to  the  world's  wild  prayer. 
He  hath  been  lirst  do  do  and  dare  I 

Ah !  lie  goes 
Crowned  with  bays  to  his  last  repose. 

V. 

When  the  earth 
Sang  for  joy  to  hail  his  birth, 
OvfV  tile  hilltops  f-iiiit  and  far 
Glimuiereil  the  light  of  Fretdonrs  star. 
Only  a  poor,  pale  torch  it  seemed — 
I^imly  from  ont  the  clouds  it  gleamed — 
Oft  to  the  watcher's  eye 't  was  lost 
Like  atlameby  tierci-  winds  rudely  tossed. 

Scarce  couUl  earth 
Catch  oiif  ray  when  she  j;ailed  his  birtli! 

VI. 

But  ere  long 
His  voung  voice,  like  a  clarion  strong. 
Rang  through  the  wilderness  far  and  tree, 
Prophet  and  herald  of  Good  to  be! 
Then  with  a  ^iioiU  t!u-  stalwart  men 
Answered  jjroudly  from  ra'>ant  and  glen. 
Till  in  the  brave,  new,  we-t' rn  ^^'orld 
Freedom's  banners  \^  ere  wide  unfurled! 

And  ere  long 
'J'he  Century's  voice  like  a  clarion  strong, 

VII. 

Cried  ''O  Earth, 
Fieans  sing  for  a  Nntion's  birth! 
Shout  hosannas,  ye  golden  stars 
Peering  through  yo?i<ler  cloudy  bars! 
P>tnn,  O  Smi,  widi  a  cunirer  In  am! 
Sliine,  O  Ab->ou,  with  a  softer  gleam! 
Join,  ye  w  in-N.  hi  Hie  choral  >tr;iin! 
Swell,  rolling  seas,  the  irl:,a  refraiji! 

W  hile  tile  Earth 
Pijeans  sing  for  a  Nation's  birth!"' 
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VIII. 

Ah  I  he  saw— 
This  yoiiiiij^  prophet  with* .solenm  :iwe— 
How  after  weary  pain  and  sin, 
Strivino;s  without  nnJ  foe:^  Avithin, 
Friiitles-^  prayiuLjs  nud  lonu:  suspense, 
And  toil  t!>atb(»re  lio  recompense — 
After  peril  and  blood  and  tears, 
Hont»r  and  Peace  should  erown  the  years! 

Tiiis  he  saw 
Whih'  his  heart  thrdh d  with  solemn  awe. 

IX. 

Mis  clear  eyes, 
Gazincr  forward  with  irlad  surprise. 
Saw  how  our  land  at  ia^t  sliould  be 
Truly  the  hDUie  ot  the  brave  and  free! — 
Saw  from  the  oltl  worhfs  crowded  streets, 
Pestilent  cities  and  closi-  retreats. 
Forms  nvaunt  aiu!  jjallid  with  {amine  sore 
Flee  in  hot  haste      oiu"  happy  sijore. 

Their  sad  eyes 
Widening  ever  in  new  snrjn'ise. 

X. 

From  all  lands 
Thronginix  they  come  in  ea!j;er  bands; 
Each  with  tlie  toni^ue  his  motlun*  sj»oke; 
Each  with  the  soni^^s  hen-  v<iice  awol^e; 
Each  with  his  dominant  h>i[)es  and  needs, 
Alien  ha1)its  and  n  aiv  in^,'  creeds, — 
Krin^rin^LT  stra]ip;c  fiv-tions  and  jaucies  tliey  came 
Calli));^  old  truths  by  ;i  ditferent  name, 

^Viien  the  lands 
Sent  tlieir  sons  iiitluu'  in  throngin<j,-  bands. 

XT. 

Ihit  the  Seer — 
This  dea<l  Cerdury  lyiti^-  Iuhv — 
Risinii:  out  of  this  (diaos  s.iw 
Peace  and  Order  and  Lovt^  ;ind  Law! 
Saw  by  what  subth*  alcluMuy 
Ba<.'-r  nf  m.'tal^af  i.  Uii! li  shMuld  be 

T;-an<!!llitfil  \uU>  iili'  -iiihiiiLl"  L':'>i(i 

M('<'i  tor  a  kinii"  to  haw  arn!  hrdd. 

Ah,  <j;j  i'at  Set^rt .  ■ 
Thi^  })ale  (Je)itury  lyinii"  here! 
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So  be  taiiglit 
Honest  IrcfMlora  of  5pe(3c!i  ;md  thoiiolit; 
Tau_ii:ljt  tliat  Truth  is  the  grandest  thiiiir 
Painter  can  paint  or  poet  >inix: 
Taught  that  under  the  meanest  irulse 
It  marches  to  de^'ds  (  f  hisi)  emprise; 
Treading  tlie  path.-,  the  pi-ophets  trod 
Up  to  the  very  mount  of  God! 

Truth,  he  taught, 
Chiims  full  freedom  of  spcecii  and  tliought. 

Xlll. 

}>earing  long" 
Heavy  burdens  of  hate  and  wrong, 
Sfill  lias  the  arni  of  th"  ('eutur^; 
AVagiug  war  agamst  crime  and  sin. 
Still  has  he  pleaii  Liumanity's  cause; 
Still  has  he  prayed  tor  equal  laws; 
Still  ha>  lit*  taught  tint  the  human  race 
Is  one  in  despite  ot  hue  or  place. 

Even  though  long 
It  has  wrestled  with  hate  and  \\Tong. 

XIT. 

And  at  length,— 
A  giant  arising  in  his  strength, — 
The  fetters  of  serf  and  slave  he  hri)ke. 
Smiting  them  off  hy  a  single  stroke! 
Over  the  xMuscovite  waste  of  snou's, 
Up  from  tilt;  tiekls  when-  the  cotton  grows, 
Cleai'ly  the  shout  of  dcliv(>i-anee  rang 
When  ehattel  and  serf  to  maidiood  sprang, — 

As  at  length 
The  giant  ro-^e  \\\)  in  resisllcs-  strength. 

XV. 

Far  apart. — 
Each  alone  like  a  lorndy  heart, —  ' 
Sat  tlie  Nations,  until  his  hand 
^^^)ve  ahout  them  a  wondrous  hand: 
Wrought  about  them  a  migluy  chain 
Binding  tije  momitains  to  the  main! 
l>i-tanee  and  time  ro-e  dai'^  h.-rn  •'<■!! 
Iskmds  and  continents  stUl  un>efn. 

W'liile  apart 
None  felt  the  throb  ot  another's  heart. 
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XVI. 

P>ut  to-dny 
Time  and  sjnice  hath  ho  >\vopt  away! 
.Sidf^  by  side  do  the  Nations  sit. 
By  ties  o{  )>i-otherhood  eloser  knit:  — 
Whis]>ers  iloat  o'er  rh(^  rolling;  ilee]); — 
Voices  echo  from  stee])  to  steep; — 
Nations  speak,  and  the  cjuick  replies 
Fill  tho  earth  and  the  vanlted  skies; 

For  to-day 
Time  and  distance  are  swept  away.  ^ 

XVI!. 

If  stranjxe  thrills 
(Quicken  Ronie  on  her  seven  Ijills: 
11  alar  ou  her  .^ullry  thron(^ 
India  srails  and  nuikes  her  moan; 
If  th<^  eagh's  of  han;^hty  France 
Fall  as  the  l^rassian  hosts  advance. 
All  the  c<.»ntirient<,  all  tli«'  lands. 
Feel. the  shock  throa;,d)  their  cla.S])ed  hands 

And  qniek  thrills 
Stir  the  remotest  vales  and  hills. 

xvnr. 

Yet  tli'  se  eyes. 
Dark  on  whose  lids  Death's  shadow  lies. 
Let  their  far-reachinir  vi-ion  rest 
Not  alone  on  the  monntain's  cre<t; 
Nor  did  these  feet  with  stately  tread 
Follow  alone  where  the  X-uion-  led; 
Nor  these  pale  hamls.  so  \vear}-woni. 
Minister  oiily  \^•here  ^i:l^es  ^vere  horn. 

These  clear  eyes, 
Solt  on  whose  ltd?  Death's  slumber  lies, 

XLX. 

Turned  their  ^aze. 
Earnest  and  }>ilihil,  on  the  ways 
\\'h"re  the  j>0()r  hurtlHased  sons  of  toil 
Earned  their  bread  amid  dust  and  moil. 
Saw  the  disn  allies  where,  dav  hv  <lay, 
Women  were  stitchinir  theii-  liv-e-  away, 
Dendin--  leu  .<'er  ih<-  Me-drr  ^terl 
Till  heart  ;md  brain  h>^<za)\  to  reel. 

And,  fht.'ir  day> 
Stretched  on  and  on  in  a  dreaiy  maze. 
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Then  In^  .spoke ; 
Lol  at  once  into  hoini^  woke 
MiiMtle.s  of  iron,  anus  of  steel, 
Nerves  that  never  a  thrill  could  feel! 
\\'heels  and  |)u11eys  and  vvhirlin<j,'  bauds 
Did  the  v/ork  ot  the  weary  hands. 
And  tireless  feet  move  to  and  fro 
Where  the  aching  limbs  were  wont  to  go, 

When  he  viM.ke 
And  all  liis  sprites  into  being  woke. 

XXI. 

Do  you  Say 
He  was  no  saint  who  has  parsed  away? 
Saint  or  sinii'T,  h-'  did  br:i.\  r  dt^.'ds 
Answ.ering  still  to  Ilumaniiy's  m-t'ds; 
Songs  he  h.irh  sung  that  slial!  live  lOr  aye; 
Words  lie  hath  uttered  that  nt^'er  shall  die: 
Rielu-i-  the  world  thrtu  when  the  earth 
Sang  for  joy  to  hail  Ills  hirtli,  -  . 

Even  tho'  you  say 
He  was  no  saint  whom  we  sing  to  day, 

XX  n. 

Lo!  we  eome 
Bearing  the  Century,  cold  and  dumb  I 
Folded  above  the  mighty  breast 
Lie  the  hand->  that  have  earned  their  rest; 
Hushed  are  the  grandly-speaking  lips : 
Closed  are  tin;  e\es  in  drear  eclipse; 
And  the  seulplured  limbs  are  deathly  still, 
Responding  not  to  the  eager  will, 

As  We  eoTue 
Bearing  the  Century,  eold  tiuil  dumb  I 

XXIII. 

Lo!  we  wait 
Knocking  here  at  the  sepulehre's  gate! 
Souls  oi'  the  Ages  ipa-.-ed  away, 
A  mighti^  r  ioin>your  ranks  to-day; 
Open  ycair  doors,  ye  royal  dead, 
And  welcome  give  to  this  crowned  h<\adl 
For  .-aindy  urui-r  \hl<  ^ai)I-  pall 
>leepeiii  the  kiau'-li'jM,  ot  y<-  all. 

While  we  wait 
At  the  sepulchre's  awful  gate ! 
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XXIV. 

Give  him  room 
Proudly,  Ccnttiries!  in  your  tomb. 
Xow  ihut  his  weary  woi-k  dime 
Honor  nn<l  ivst  he  well  hnth  won. 
Let  him  who  is  lirsfc  amonu:-  you  pay 
Homage  to  him  who  comt'S  tin's  day, 
F>iddin<2f  liim  pass  to  his  destined  place, 
Nol)le>t  of  all  his  nobh'  j-acel 

^Nlnke  }e  room 
For  tlie  kin'4-ly  rlead  in  the  silent  tomb! 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

Rutland  County  Historical  Society 

 FKOM  ITS  

Orgaxizatiox  to  the  Axxual  Meetixc  at  Yaui- 

UAYKS.  AuOT'ST  10,  1<S8],  IXCLUSrVE. 
I'llEPAKEI)  BY 

el.  :\L  CURiaEK,  Secretary  of  the  Society. 


OKGAXIZATrOX. 

Oricfinaiord.  Banics  Frisbie  and  Jo<e[)h  Jocel3\n,  of  Poult- 
ncy  ;  John  H()^ve,  I);i\'id  Dwight  Cole,  Jerome  B.  Brooiley, 
Jtimes  Saiifoi'd,  -losi^di  N.  Nortliro[),  ]'.  F.  Adams,  and  John 
M.  Currier,  of  Castleton  ;  I\.  C.  Abell,  of  W'e.st  Haven  ;  and 
Andrew  X,  Adams,  of  I^'air  ]la\  en. 

Notice  having  heen  gi\  en  in  several  county  ne\vs[)a})ei's  tiiat 
a  county  historical  societv  would  be  organized  in  CastUUoii  on 
Friday,  June  11,  1(^80,  at  2  o'clock  r.  .m.,  several  persons 
who  were  the  most  interested  in  the  movement  met  in  John 
Howe's  ()ih'c(^.  and  etrcctcd  a  pei'manent  organization,  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  John  ^l.  Currier  ;  Barnes 
Frisbiv'  w  as  cho>en  C!iairm;m,  and  doliii  M.  Currier,  Secretary. 

Co)isiit)((ion  ojIoiAtd.  John.  AI.  Currier  read  a  series  of  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  which  were  mianimously  adopted. 

Officers  e'ccfnl.  I'arnes  Fri-bie,  of  Poultney,  Presi<lent  ; 
Janif's  Sanibr'd.  o["(  ';istle{on,  \'icr-Prc>id('nt  ;  John  M,  Cui'i-icr, 
of  C  istleton,  Seta'etary  :  and  K.  C.  Abell,  of  A\'est  Haven, 
Treasurer. 
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should  1)0  littiniily  (.•elt'bratcnl  uiidcr  the  ;uis]>i<'Cs  of  the  IvUil.-md 
County  Ilij>toi'ieal  Society.    Therefore  be  it 

Unsolved,  That  this  Society  iq)point  a  eonmiittee,  eonsisting 
of  one  troui  each  town  in  the  County,  to  make  arrangements 
for  an  appropriate  celebration  of  the  centennial  of  Rutland 
County  in  b'ebruar)',  issl. 

The  following-  liHMith^men  were  elected  such  Committee  : 
^lartin  C.  Rii-e,  Benson;  John  A.  Conant,  Brandon;  J.  I>. 
Hrond(^y,  Castleton  :  H.  B.  Sp:itford,  Clarendon  ;  John  C. 
AVilliams,  Danby  ;  A.  \.  Adams,  Fair  Ilaveu  ;  Cyrus  Jen- 
nings, IIubl)ardton  ;  S.  C.  Beck,  Ira;  O.  Cook,  Mendon  ; 
O.  ^^lyrick,  Middletown  ;  C.  ^V.  B>rio-ham,  Pittsfield  ;  Charles 
Colburn,  Pittsford  :  Marshall  Ih-own,  Pawlet  ;  Aierritt  Clai-'k, 
Poultney;  L.  AV.  Bedington,  Ivutlanil;  E.  X.  Fisher,  Shrews- 
bury :  A.  "\V.  Ilyde,  Sudbury:  Levi  Bice,  Tlrjmouth  ;  J.  E. 
Hilt,  Wallino-ford  :  Hiland  Paul.  AVells  ;  Johu  (h'owley,  :\[t. 
ilolly  :  B.  C.  Abell,  West  Haven  :  Hiram  B,aird,  Chittenden  ; 
and  D.  W .  Tayl<)r.  Slierburn.     It  was  further 

Iicsohed,  That  L.  W .  Bedinoion,  of  Butland,  be  made 
Chairman  of  said  Committee,  and  em})owered  to  call  them  to- 
gether at  such  time  a?id  place  as  may  seem  to  him  projier. 

Iiendniscenct-s.  Inlei-esting  rrmiuiscences  and  histoi'ical  facts 
were  related  by  tlie  tbllowinu-  gentlemen  :  ISL  H.  CJook,  1>.  W . 
Tiurt,  Simeon  Cheney,  E.  T.  Hooker,  dose}th  S.  Dutton, 
George  D.  Spencer  and  J.  X.  X(nlhrop. 

Donations.  The  following  donations  were  made  to  the 
Society  :  By  Henry  Chtrk,  '20  [)ampidets  ;  by  Bjarnes  Frisbie, 
his  History  of  Boultney  :  by  John  ^L  Currier,  pamphlets 
and  documents. 

Noyihrop's  remorks.  The  following  extracts  are  made  from 
J.  X.  .Xorthrop's  i-emini--*cences  and  facts  about  Casth'ton  : — 
^•Josiah  Norton  lived  in  CastU^ton,  about  threi^  miles  north  of 
the  old  Fort,  on  the  east  Hubbardton  road.  He  came  from 
Berlin,  Connet-ticut,  in  ab()ut  IT'.H).  He  built  a  framed  house, 
and  a  saw-mill.  He  manufactured  metal  l)uiions  at  the  same 
place.  H;>  was  liber;il!\-  (■tiiii-ilcMl .  He  moved  to  Fair  llavcn, 
Vermont,  in  ISOO.     Pied  in  l^^o3." 

'•X'athauiel  X'orthrop  came  from  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  in 
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1770,  and  .^ettliN]  on  tlu'  east  Ihibl^ardton  road  in  Castleton, 
nearly  three  miles  north  of  the  old  Fort.  W^ien  the  Kevolu- 
tionary  War  hroke  out  he  returned  to  Salisbury,  and  staid  till 
1777,  when  he  returned  to  Castleton.  He  was  a  farmer.  He 
had  seven  ehildren,  as  follows:  Ira,  Sally,  Joseph,  Elijah, 
Norton,  Polly  and  Sanuiel.  Ira  was  a  joiner  and  carpenter. 
He  built  a  saw  mill,  grist  mill,  clothing  mill,  cider  mill,  and 
foundry  in  Castleton,  near  where  his  father  lived,  betwx*en 
lid')  and  1'SlM).  He  built  the  tir,-t  cog  wheel  fanning  mill  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  when  he  was  17  years  of  age. 
He  did  tiie  work  on  it  while  his  team  was  eating  al  noon,  when 
working  on  the  faim.  The  mill  was  used  by  his  father  many 
years" afterwards.  The  Wheels  were  made  of  wood  at  first, 
but  after  he  Inu'lt  his  foundry  the  gearing  was  made  of  cast 
iron.  He  also  made  the  tirst  iron  })low  in  W'rmont,  in  1820; 
he  had  two  pattei'ns.  He  made  the  patterns  and  cast  the  tirst 
cook  stove  in  tlie  State.  The  boiler  })atterns  were  made  of 
paste  board  ghnnl  together,  sevei'al  tliickncsses.  He  did  all 
the  casting  in  this  section  for  ULany  years.  He  manufactiu-ed 
plows,  stoves,  hollow-ware,  machinery  and  tmdirons.  About 
1825  he  built  a  shop  and  put  in  a  tri[)-hammer.  Pie  ma{le 
steel  hay  and  m:unu-e  forks,  whieh  took  the  place  of  the  clumsy 
iron  ones  throughout  the  county.  Whitehall  was  the  main 
market  for  them.  He  continued  this  l)usin<?ss,  together  with 
farming,  through  his  life.    He  dii'd  in  1844." 

About  1830  Sanmel  bought  the  clothing  works  of  Ira,  raid 
continued  the  business  twelve  years,  or  thereabouts.  The  null 
was  afterwards  converted  into  a  grist  mill." 

Cornelius  Board  was  a  blacksmith,  owning-  a  sliop  at 
Castleton  mills,  now  Hydeville,  on  the  outlet  of  Lake  Bomo- 
seen,  near  the  tirst  l-'alls.  'fhen^  was  a  large  tbrge  near  this 
[)()int,  v.'here  iron  was  smelted  from  the  ore.  Mr.  iJoard,  in 
about  1820,  [Kit  ori  the  tirst  continuous  tire  on  wagon  and  cart 
wheels  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Tins  was  a  secret  pro- 
cess with  him  for  several  years.  He  would  allow  no  one  to 
be  pi'es<'nt  when  he  <et  tire  on  wlieel-.  Previous  to  that  time, 
tire  on  all  wheels  was  put  on  in  strips,  making  wheels  very 
clumsy  and  not  so  tirm." 
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Dafe  of  Meeiinrj.  The  Semi-Auim;il  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Vestry  of  the  Congregati(jiinl  Chiireh  in  Cast  leton,  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  Jatuiary  18,  1881. 

Chairman  Barnes  FrisV)Ie  called  the  meeting  to  (nder  at 
2  o'clock. 

Address.  Henry  Chirk  delivered  an  address  ori  --iJistoj-ic 
Monuments.*' 

Biocjrapldcal  Shelch.  Max.  J.  K.  Williams  delivered  a  l)io- 
grai)hical  sketch  of  Dr.  Lorenzo  Sheldon,  of  A\'est  Kiitland. 

New  Members.  The  following  persons  were  presented  for 
memhershi]?.  and  nnaniinously  elected  :  L.  \V.  Ivedinglon, 
Ilcmy  Cl:irk,  Edward  L.  Tem[)le,  Henry  F.  Field,  John  X. 
Baxter,  Rev.  I)r.  J.  (J.  dohnson.  Col.  (Jeorge  A.  Merrill, 
Charles  H.  Sheldon,  Bcv.  J.  K.  \Villiams,  J.  E.  Leonard, 
Rev.  AValter  ^^litchell,  S.  .AL  Dorr,  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen, 
Charles  Iv.  Williams,  Henry  H.,  Smith,  J.  E.  Stanley,  and 
George  IL  Beaman,  of  l^itland:  Dr.  J.  E.  Hitt,  of  Walling- 
ford  ;  (rcorge  M.  Fuller,  of  Fair  Haven  ;  Chai'les  S.  Colburn 
and  Henr\'  F.  Lothrop.  of  Bittsford  ;  Dr.  A.  T.  Woodward 
and  John  A.  (Jonaut,  of  lirandon  ;  Jolm  C.  A\'illiani^,  of 
Danhy ;  Levi  Rice,  of  Tinmouth :  and  H.  B.  S})atrord,  of 
Clar.endon. 

Relics  ExhibifcJ.  Mrs.  D.  W.  Rict\  of  Castleton,  a  })owder 
horn  on  wldfh  was  engra\ed  the  following  woids  :  '-(Jlinku 
Root.  Hrs  hoilv,  givkx  him  nx  Exsuix  El^leston  in  the 
YEAK  A.  D.,  1780."  Also  a  Ibi-est  and  two  devils  were  en- 
gra\'ed  u[)on  it.  ( )liver  Root  was  a  nati\c  of  Piitstield, 
Mass.  He  settled  in  the  town  of  Benson  in  ai)Out  ITOG.  He 
tirst  wenl  to  thad  town  to  lielj)  survey  "ihe  land,  and  after 
cominu'  into  possession  of  some  land  in  that  town  concluded 
to  settle  on  it  for  life.  Ensign  Egleston,  wdio  was  also  a 
native  of  l*ittstield.  made  the  hoi'u  and  presented  it  to  Mr. 
Root,  <a\  i!i2-  'Mhirtt  he  was  going  u})  among  tlie  Indiau<  :ind 
miiihl  HiH^d  it  t(>  i-an^y  his  po\v*ler  i?i."'  Mrs.  liicc  is  a  niece 
of  Mr.  Root.     Mr.  Ivoot  died  in  Castleton  in  18  {8. 

L.  B.  Smith,  of  Castleton,  exhibited  a  brick  from  the 
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Brandt  ford  cliurcli,  nenr  Jaiiie.stown,  Vu.,  and  a  plate  of  stone 
from  the  Kgvptian  o1)elisk  erected  in  Central  Park,  N.  Y.,  in 
1881.     He  afterwards  presented  them  to  this  society. 

Georgv  AT.  Fuller,  of  Fnirhaven,  exhibited  several  relics  ot 
Major  John  Fuller,  of  Pittsford,  Vt.  Major  Fuller  wa>  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  the  war  had  conunand  of  an 
armv  corp  at  Xew  Orleans.  He  was  one  of  the  earlv  set- 
tiers  of  Sherburne,  Vt.  He  was  lx)rn  in  Freetown,  Mass.,  and 
resided  a  shoi-t  time  in  l^iitsford,  Yt.  ■ 

C.  L.  Baxter,  of  Caslk'tou,  exhi!>ited  a  powder  horn  owned 
])y  his  fatlh'r  and  eavried  in  the  Revolutionary  war  by  SiUjs 
Perkins,  of  Connecticut.  ^\\\  Baxter  is  a  son  of  AMlliani 
Piaxter,  dr.,  who  seflh-fl  jn  the  town  of  Cornwall,  \'t.,  in  ITl'oi 
William  dr.,  had  live  bi'others,  whose  names  were  Francis, 
Closes,  Alexander,  Ijcnjamin  and  David,  all  born  in  Enti(dd. 
Conn.  Also  he  had  one  sistt-r  who  married  a  ^Ir.  Saxe,  and 
lived  in  Danby,  \^t-  \\^il]ia!n  dr.,  had  nine  children,  viz  : 
Lather.  Polly.  15etse\'.  Cynthia,  AVilliam,  I^ydia.  Laurinda, 
Levi  and  Chaiuicy  L.  Chauncy  L.  lived  in  Cornwall  until 
18()1,  when  he  moved  to  Castleton.  He  had  five  children,  as 
follows  :  ?^l:irtlia  Jane,  married  George  Daniels,  an<l  li^'cs  in 
Wisconsin  :  Luther  L..  living  in  Chaska,  ^Nlinn.  ;  Aviary  Ann, 
Horace  (i.,  and  Laurinda  Z.,  wlio  married  William  Wood- 
l)niy',  and  liv(is  in  Ca^tit^ton. 

Merritt  Chirk,  of  Poultney.  exhii)itcd  an  old  patent  for  a 
corn  sheller,  and  a  recoi'd  from  the  old  family  bi])le  of  the 
Lankton  family.  When  Cliauncy  Lanklon  was  in  colleg<^  at 
New  Haven,  the  nanie  of  Lankton  ^\■as  changed  to  Langdon. 

J.  B.  Bromley  exldbited  an  English  e})ic  poem  over  -lOO 
years  old;  a  series  of  s])elling  l)0()ks  from  1750  down  to  the 
})resent  time  ;  several  coj)ies  of  ne\vspa[)ers  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  war;  and  a  butter  worker  one  Inmdred  and 
eiudit  years  old,  used  in  the  family  of  Remember  Baker. 

Rev.  Iv.  H.  Stone,  (d*  Castleton,  read  extracts  of  some  curi- 
ous old  sermons  of  Fbenezer  Porter. 

A.  X.  Adam-  exhil»ited  iwi)  voincs  of  L}-<)n's  ••Scourge  of 
Aristocracy,"  ;ind  other  newspa[,iers  printed  in  Fairliaven. 

Chanrje  of  By-Laws.    A  resolution  to  change  the  by-laws 
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of  the  society  so  as  to  read  two  vice  presidents  instead  of  one, 
was  presented  Ly  Heniy  Cltirk,  which  was  accepted,  and 
p bleed  on  tile. 

Commiftee.  It  was  resolved  that  the  president  appoint  a 
committee,  consisting'  of  three  niern])ers  each,  on  i)iograph\', 
on  historical  collections,  on  Re\'oliitionary  relics,  and  on 
printing-.  The  president  appointed  the  followinu- committ(>cs  : 
on  l>ioar;iphy,  Henry  Chirk,  J.  !>.  Brownley,  and  A.  N. 
Adams;  on  Historical  Collections,  John  INT.  Currier,  Henry 
Hall  and  A.  T.  Woodward;  on  Revolutionary  Relics,  ^li.n'ritt 
Cbrk.  B.  \\\  r,urt  aiid  R.  C.  Ahell  ;  on  Printing-,  L.  W. 
Redhiiiton,  James  Sanford  and  H.  B.  Spatford. 

Comndft^e  on.  In<fum  Naincs.  A  resolution  was  adopted  to 
appoint  a  special  committee  to  re[)ort  on  the  geiniine  Indian 
names  applied  to  ];)laces  in  this  county.  The  following  aj)- 
])ointments  were  made  :  Henry  Hall,  ]>.  Brondey  and 
John  M.  Currier. 

Donation.  John  M.  Currier  presented  the  soeiety  with  31 
pamphlets  and  manuscript  documents. 

STKCIAL    MEF/nXO    .MAY   4,  1881. 

A  special  meetmg  of  the  society  was  held  at  the  I)ardweH 
House,  in  Rutland,  on  \\'ednesday,  ^lay  4,  1881,  at  2  o'clock 
p.  M.,  for  the  })urpose  of  devising  plans  for  i)ul)lishing  the 
[)roceedinu->  of  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  organization 
of  Rutland  County,  last  March. 

L.  AV".  Redington  was  called  to  the  chair.  After  full  con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  it  was  voted  to  ])ul)lish  the  [>roceed- 
inirs  of  the  society  for  the  tir^t  \  ear  of  its  existence,  inchuling 
the  centennial  celebration  of  tlie  organization  gf  Kutland 
County,  in  one  volume. 

It  was  furtiier  voted  that  the  means  necessary  to  defray  the 
ex])enses  of  )>ubru'ation  b(>  raised  l)y  s{d>scri[)tion  in  eacli 
town  in  the  county.  The  following  resolution  was  })ivsented 
and  :idopted  : 

llt^uivtd.  That  a  [>ublir:itiOii  conjmittee  of  live  niembrrs 
be  ajipointed  to  prepare  ;uu,i  })ublish,  iit  the  rarkK'st  practicable 
date,  the  tir^t  volume  of  the  Rutland  County  Historicid  So- 
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ciety's  collections,  which  shall  emhracc  the  fall  proceedings 
of  the  County  centennial  cel<^l)ration. 

Besohcd.  That  one  solicitor  in  each  town  be  ap[)ointed  to 
obtain  subscribers  to  ihe  centennial  volume. 

The  followinii'  publication  committee  was  appointed  :  Geo. 
A.  Merrill,  S.  Dorr,  liarnes  Frlsbie,  Henry  Clark  and 
John  M.  Currier.  The  folio wini:'  solicititig  committee  were 
ap})oi?ited  :  T^enson,  L.  Howard  Kellogg ;  Brandon,  C.  II. 
Forbes;  Castleton,  John  ^l.  Currier;  Clarendon,  II.  B.  Spaf- 
ford ;  Chittenden,  Edwin  Horton ;  Danl>y,  John  C.  Wil- 
liams; Fairhnven,  Geo.  ^1.  Fuller;  Ira,  Bnidley  Fish;  Ilub- 
bardton,  S.  \\\  St.  John  ;  JNtendon,  O.  Cook  ;  Middletown, 
E.  1-?.  AVoodward  :  Mount  Ilolly.  John  R.  Hoskinson  :  i\[ount 
Tabor,  L.  R.  Howe;  Pittstbrd.  R.  R.  Drake;  Foultney, 
Clarence  b'and  ;  Pawlet,  Marshall  Brown;  Pittsfield.  C.  AV. 
Brigham  ;  Rutl.-nid,  Cyril  Carpenter;  AVest  Rutland,  F.  A. 
Morse;  Sherburne,  D.  \V.  I'a^dor ;  Wells,  Hiland  Ivand ; 
West  Haven,  R.  C.  Al)ell  ;  Tinmouth,  Henry  D.  Noble. 

SPECIAL  ^[F.E'nXC;  .JUNE   11,  1881. 

Place  of  Meeting  A  special  meeting  of  the  society  \vas 
held  at  the  Ijomoseen  Hous(>,  in  Castleton,  on  Saturday, 
June  11,  1S81.  at  10  o'clock  a.  Yi. 

Chairman..    D.  D.  Cole  w;is  chosen  ch.airman. 

Object  of  Mfiiinrf.  The  object  for  which  the  meeting  was 
called  was  to  sec  if  tlie  society  would  j)arl ici})ate  in  the  com- 
ing celebration  at  Lake  Bonn)seen,  on  July  4th..  Tiie  following 
resohuions  were  read  and  ado[)ltMl  : 

WJLtreas,  It  is  conlcmplated  to  celebrate  the  lOoth  anni- 
versary of  the  American  Independence  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Bomoseen'by  the  citizens  of  the  neighl>oring  towns;  and 

Whereas,  The  island  in  Lake  I>omoseen  has  been  without 
a  name  since  its  discovery,  neitlier  history  nor  tradition  re- 
vealing any  that  may  hiive  been  ap})lied  to  it  l)y  the  Aborig- 
ines ;  and 

Whereas,  The  pr<:<ent  oceu] ituit  of  the  island  has  exj>r('s-ed 
his  willinLHiess  and  desire  to  have  a  fitting  app<dlation  be- 
stowed upon  it,  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  this  society  take  part  in  the  forthcoming 
celebration,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by 
the  president  to  arrange  a  programme  of  exercises  for  the 
society's  part  of  the  cele])ration  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  this  coiiunittee  be  empowered  to  confer 
with  the  ocnipant  of  the  island  in  the  selection  of  an  a[)pro- 
priate  a[)[)elha  i()n,  and  in  the  order  of  exercises  at  the  ceU^J)ra- 
tion  :  also  to  confer  with  the  citizens,  committee  relative  to 
the  general  programme. 

Committee  Appointed.  The  following  membeis  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Chair  as  committee  :  John  ^l.  Currier,  of  Cas- 
tleton,  A.  X.  Adams,  of  Fairhaven,  and  Ileiuy  Hall,  of  Knt- 
land.    The  fi)llowiivQ-  rf>solution  wa<  also  read  a.nd  arlonted  : 

Besolved,  That  the  president  of  the  Vermont  Historical 
Society,  the  president  of  the  New  Hampshire  Antiquarian 
Societ\',  and  the  editors  of  all  the  news|)apers  in  Kiitland 
Comity  be  invited  to  attend  the  exercises  of  the  celebration. 

ANNUAL  MKETINTi,   AUGUST   10,  18,^1. 

Annual  3feefLng.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  societ}'  was 
held  in  Adams'  Hall,  in  Fairhaven,  August  10th,  1881,  at  2 
o'clock,  p.  M. 

Chairman.    The  I  Resident,  Barnes  Frisbie,  in  the  Chair. 

Exhibitions  of  Beliefs.  M.  C.  Hay,  of  Ham}»ion,  Xev/  York, 
exhibilevl  a  eoilection  of  nearly  500  cop})or  and  silver  coins. 

Isaac  X.  Perry  exhibited  a  silver  coin  bearing  date  of  1711  ; 
it  was  hermetically  sealed  in  the  base  of  a  glass  goblet,  and 
was  brought  over  from  England  twenty-two  years  previous. 
The  goblet  had  been  broken,  but  not  so  as  to  expose  the  coin. 
He  also  exhibited  a  British  half  pemij'  dated  1737,  which 
he  had  plowed  u])  in  Caslleton  village  in  1879.  Many  of  the 
old  lU-itish  copper  coins  of  an  early  date  have  been  found  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  old  Fort  in  Castleton,  nearly  all  of  them 
bearing  date  earlier  thtui  1777,  when  the  British  army  of 
over  two  thousand  were  quartered  there  about  three  weeks, 
and  the  coins  were  probably  lost  by  rh(V  soUTku's. 

Mrs.  C.  \Y.  Whipple  exhibited  .^ev,-ral  pampidots  and  school 
books  of  old  dates. 

B.  W.  Burt  exhibited  a  package  of  old  records,  and  a  tem- 
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pern  nee  roll  of  names  of  persons  who  were  members  of  the 
first  temperance  society  in  Castleton,  about  1840. 

A.  N.  Adams  exhibited  a  collection  of  printed  and  manu- 
script documents. 

Donations.  Jndah  Dana,  of  West  Ivutland,  presented  a  })ike 
for  receivinii"  cavahy  charges,  taken  from  the  ai'senal  at  ATa- 
con,  Ga.,  b}'  Abram  T.  ]\lelh'sh,  wiiile  on  Sherman's  march 
throuii'h  the  v^outhcrn  States  in  the  lleI)elIion.  Also  one  wax 
seal  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  taken  from  some  old 
State  documents  at  Cliarleston  about  the  same  time.  Also 
one  sword  which  he  })urchased  of  Frank  Wait,  of  A\'indsor, 
Vt.,  and  said  there  was  a  valuai)le  history  connect(id  with  it, 
but  he  had  bctjii  iuiai.>lc  to  o])tain  it. 

H.  L.  Sheldon  presented  a  copy  of  ^'Tlie  Vermont  Journal 
and  the  Universal  Advertiser,  Vol.  I,  No.  39,  AV^ednesday, 
April  28,  1784,  AVindsor,  printed  by  Hough  &  Spooner,'' 
and  writes  as  follows  : 

^MiDDLEBURY,  Aug.  5th,  1881. 

Sec.  Jiutf.ond  Co.  Historical  Societij. 

Dkau  Sin  : — An  obituary  notice  in  the  National  Staiidard 
of  May  15th,  1N27,  of  Alden  Spooner  says:  "He  was  the 
oriu'inal  proprietor  of  the  Vermont  Jofirnat,  the  oldest  paper 
in  the  State,  conducted  it  as  sole  editor  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  retained  tlie  proprietorship  till  his  death.  At  the 
time  of  his  settleinent  in  Windsor  there  was  no  jvrint  ing  es- 
tablishment in  the  State,  although  he  had  1)cen  preceded  i)y  a 
sickly  and  short  lived  (Jazette  at  Westminster.  He  brougiit 
with  him,  and  used  for  years,  the  identical  press  tirst  set  up 
in  New  England,  in  1030,  and  the  best  shelter  then  to  be 
procured  for  an  ollice  was  a  mere  shanty,  erected  \vith  slabs, 
so  rudely  constructed  that  the  first  business  of  a  winter's 
morning  was  to  rid  himselt"  of  snow  which  had  been  uneei'c- 
moniou>ly  introduced  through  the  crevices  during  the  night. 
His  pape^r  then  was  of  a  siz(^  but  litth^  l;n-ger  than  the  com- 
mon foolscap.  He  m;iy,  tlierefore,  not  ina[)tly  be  termed 
the  pioneer  of  the  prolession  in  the  Sttite,  I  enclose  a  luun- 
In^r  ol"  the  pa|)er  tor  }  our  Society. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  L.  Sheldon. 
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Address.  A.  X.  Adams  read  a  paper  on  the  Pliilosophy  of 
History,  after  which  the  Society  voted  to  have  it  pul)lislied  in 
the  **Fairhaven  Era." 

Iiicidenls.  ^^r.  E.  L.  P>^lL•bour,  of  Benson,  gave  some 
auuising  incidents  in  the  early  history  of  Benson. 

Historical  Societ)j  in  BaiUaul  County.  A.  N.  Adams,  stated 
that  an  historical  Society  was  organized  in  Butiand  <*oiinty 
se\'eral  years  iigo,  to  wdiich  several  donations  had  hcen  m.-vde, 
and  it  suhsci jucntly  was  discontinned  ;  he  desired  that  those 
donations  be  obtained  foi-  tlie  l)enetit  of  this  Society,  and 
moved  that  tlie  Secretary  be  instructed  to  look  them  up  and 
report  the  results  of  his  investigations  at  a  subsequent  meeting. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

Poem.  Mr.  E.  IL  Phelps,  of  Fairhaven,  read  a  poem  on 
the  Island  o\'  Neshui^e,  in  Lake  Bomoseen,  which  it  w^as  voted 
to  have  puldished. 

Ohanr/e  of  Bij-Laws.  The  resolution  Vvdiich  was  presented 
at  the  semi-aiHuial  meeting  by  Henry  Clark,  to  have  the  V)\- 
Laws  changed  so  as  to  rea<l  "two"  vice-presidents  instead  of 
one,  was  called       and  adopted. 

Presideid's  Address.  Barnes  Frisbie  then  delivered  his  an- 
nual addi'ess,  Aviiich  was  voted  to  be  ]Hi])lish('d.    Address  : 

Se\"eral  years  ;igo  a  Cinuity  Historical  vSociety  was  organ- 
izAul  at  Butland,  with  the  lamented  Loyal  C.  Kellogg, of  Ben- 
son, as  president  and  Chauncey  Iv.  Williams,  of  Bailand,  as 
vsecretary.  Soon  nftcr  Judge  Kellogg  died,  and,  from  indif- 
fei'ence  of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  not  much  was  effected 
under  that  organization.  A  few  gentlemen  in  the  county  liave 
for  years  felt  the  im})ortance  of  a  county  organization,  an<i  a 
meeting  \vas  called  to  be  held  at  Castleton  on  tlie  11th  day  of 
June,  lv5.S0,  i'or  the  pur})Ose  of  organizing  a  society.  The 
meeting  was  lield  and  the  Kutl-'.nd  County  Historical  Society 
was  organized,  or  more  properly,  peiliaps,  re-organized,  lint 
few  wt^i'C  present  at  th;it  nj'M^ting,  ])Ut  those  fmv  voh  -i  a 
quorum  present,  (made  [)rovisions  for  a.  con.-t itnt ioii )  ;ind 
elected  their  otlieers,  v.  ith  tlie  hoiie  thtit  in  viev\-  of  tlie  ntv-d 
of  such  a  society,  and  the  ad\'antages  that  wouhl  accru*?  from 
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it  tOjfutan'  genemlions,  it  might,  with  the  })erse\  enuice  of 
those  few,  l»eeonie  an  active  and  useful  institution. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  work  of  tlie  society  for  the 
year  lias  been  a  success.  The  work  woukl  liave  been  more 
effect ual  with  a  more  general  interest  on  the  part  of  the  coun- 
ty ;  ))ut  we  have  made  a  beginning,  and  a  good  beginning,  as 
I  think  ;  one  that  shouhl  encourage  us  to  persevere  and  hope 
for  good  resuhs  in  the  future. 

MEETIXOS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

On  the  14th  day  of  ^Farch  hist  the  one  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  iM-i^-rnii/.ation  of  Ivuthiud  County  was' celei)rated  at 
Ruthu^d  1)y  the  society,  and  there  was  a  very  large  atten- 
dance on  that  occasion,  comprising  many  of  tlie  best  citizens 
of  the  county  in  and  out  of  Ivutland..  Manj'  vahiable  }>a])ers 
were  read  at  that  meeting,  containing  unicli  historic  matter 
not  hitherto  pu'>]ished,  and  whicli  we  may  ex[)ect  will  be  pre- 
served, though  they  are  as  yet  only  in  manuscript;  and  here 
perhaps  T  ought  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  [)rlnting.  You 
will  agre(*  with  me  that  it  is  important  that  the  collections  of 
the  society  shouhl  l)e  printed  for  ]^erusal  generalh'  and  for 
preservation.  The  society  has  no  funds  for  this  purpose, 
and  its  collections  must  reiCiaiu  in  the  secrettiry's  otllce  until 
the  means  are  in  some  way  provided  for  publieation.  ^lost 
of  the  papers  read  at  tlie  centennial,  and  some  read  at  the 
other  meetings  of  tlie  society  within  the  year,  if  ))ut  into  a 
volujne,  ^vould  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  tlie  historic 
literature  of  the  Slate,  and,  as  1  })elicv"e,  a  work  which  would 
be  read  with  nmch  intenv^t  by  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions of  Ivuthnid  County. 

But  whether  printetl  or  not,  I  should  urge  the  perseverance 
of  the  society  in  the  work  which  it  has  ^o  well  begun.  If  not 
printed,  the  <lay  will  come  when  its  musty  records,  and  man- 
uscripts will  be  sought  for  with  avidity  by  sonic  future  histo- 
rian. My  friends  (  ^n  ricr.  A(iam<,  C'lark  and  myself,  wlio 
have  IkI'I  sonu?thing  to  do  wlih  hisiorical  \vriting,  could  tell 
you  how  eagerU'  we  have  examined  old  manuscripts,  papers, 
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ac'founl  books,  t'CiiK'tcries,  uiiy  and  overythiiiu-  that  would 
throw  h"ght  upon  the  past. 

The  society  celebrated  the  Fourth  of  July  at  Lake  l^onio- 
seen,  in  Castleton,  and  named  the  island  in  that  lake.  i\[y 
health  was  such  that  I  could  not  attend  that  celebration,  but 
the  reports  induced  me  to  believe  that  it  was  a  creditable 
alt'air. 

Such  in  l>riet' is  my  review  of  our  first  year's  work.  To-day 
we  have  our  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  ofticers,  the 
transaction  of  miscellaneous  business  that  may  properly  come 
up,  and  it  is  well,  perhaps,  that  we  confer  together,  so  tar  as 
time  will  j)crmit,  upon  our  tuture  work. 

In  my  judgmeiH  the  work  of  a  historical  society  may 
properly  cover  more  ground  than  seems  to  be  given  to  it  by 
the  public  opinion.  A  very  important  part  of  the  work  is 
doubtless  to  collect  that  part  of  our  history  not  already  col- 
lected and  in  a  state  of  preservation,  and  there  is  some  of 
that  yet  to  l)c  done,  tliat  uuist  be  done  soon  or  never.  The 
presentation  of  old  relics  is  well,  and  I  tiiink  should  be  en- 
couraged. 

The  value  of  histor}'  is  in  the  |)hilosophy  of  history — its 
lessons  and  its  teachings. 

It  is  well  for  those  who  read  papers  containing  historical 
facts  to  follow  out  in  the  same  })apers  the  results  of  those 
facts,  and  therel»y  our  society  may  become  in  its  way  a  very 
useful  educator  of  the  people.  In  the  century  that  has  })assed 
since  the  settlement  of  Jvutlaud  county,  there  have  been  great 
chanires  :  social  changes,  chanires  in  industries,  cliajiiies  in 
public  conveyances  and  transportation,  changes  in  almost 
everything  except  in  the  revealed  and  natural  laws.  For  all 
of  these  ehanges  there  is  a  cause  and  etlect,  aiid  the  people 
became  wiser  and  better  not  simply  by  knowing  the  facts,  but 
by  understanding  the  cause  andetiet-t,  in  other  words  the  phi- 
losophy of  history.  W^ithin  the  recollection  of  those  of  my 
aire  the  railroads  in  the  State  have  been  1)uilt,  the  telegraph, 
ihe  mai-i)le  and  ^latc-  indiisfries  eonnnenced,  and  a  good  num- 
ber (^f  nitmufai'turings  establi>hed  in  dillerent  })arts  ol'  Ihc 
county.    And  here  seems  to  nic  to  be  a  good  deal  of  legiti- 
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mate  work  lor  our  historictil  society.  Our  Miiirl)!^  aiul  slate 
have  now  heconie  very  important  interests  in  Kutland  county, 
an<.i  tlie  indications  are  that  tliey  are  growing-,  endurinu-  inter- 
ests. We  know  or  can  readily  obtaiji  all  that  is  essential  in 
makiiiir  np  the  history  of  marble  or  slate  workinn^  in  this 
count}  ,  but  the  [)eo{)le  of  the  county  fifty  or  a  hundred  years 
hence  \v]\\  not  know  its  history,  or  be  able  to  obtain  it,  unless 
we  collect  and  leave  it  for  them. 

A  history  of  agriculture  would  seem  to  me  very  innior- 
tant.  I  know  very  wel!  (hat  the  general  impression  is  that  this 
is  a  matter  which  does  not  nuich  concern  history,  but  in  my 
opinion  some  thorough  articles  on  this  topic,  which  would 
bring  otit  the  progi'es^  of  that  vital  interest  from  our  tiist  set- 
tlement down  to  the  present  time,  with  its  connections  and 
bearings,  would  tend  to  enlighten  the  [)eople  on  that  subject. 

1  have  been  advei*tised  to  give  the  annual  address  on  this 
occasion,  but  1  can  do  but  little  more  tlian  give  a  few  sugges- 
tions for  your  considei'atioji,  at  tlie  same  time  assuring  you  of 
my  dee})  interest  in  the  work  of  the  society,  and,  so  long  as  I 
am  able,  my  willingness  to  do  my  part  of  the  work. 

New  Jlemhers.  The  following  persons  were  })roposed  for 
membership,  and  were  duly  elected  :  Frank  W.  JJcdtield, 
E.  H.  Phelps,  Z.  C.  Kllis,  Ira  0.  Allen,  J.  \V.  Ivsty,  Mrs.  A. 
X.  Adrims,  :\iiss  Kmeliuc  (iilbert,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Whipple,  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Case,  :N[rs.  E.  II.  Pheli)s  and  :Miss  M.  Augusta  lialdwin, 
of  Fair  Haven:  E.  L.  Barbour,  of  Benson,  and  M.  C.  Kay, 
of  Hampton,  X.  Y. 

Officers  Elected.  For  President,  Ijarnes  Frisbie,  of  Poult- 
ney  ;  Vice-President,  dauies  Sanford,  of  Castleton,  and  dose[ih 
Jocelyn,  of  Poultney  ;  Secretary,  dohn  M.  Currier,  of  Cas- 
tleton, and  Treasurer,  Iv.  C.  Abell,  of  West  Haven. 
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ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION 

OF  THE 

Rutland  County  Historical  Society. 


ARTfCLE  T. 

Nnrnc.  Tin's  Socii'ty  shtill  )>e  calicfl  the  Eullnnd  County 
Historic-til  Society. 

AUTfCLK  ir. 

Pif7'l>oscs.  I'lie  object  of  this  s(jciet}'  s-h;ill  l)ethc  colleetioi) 
and  j)resorvatioii  of  historical  tncts,  more  [)ailiciihirly  such 
as  rehite  to  the  county  of  Kuthuid. 

AILTICLE  in. 

Jfcmbers.  I.  The  niendjcrs  of  this  soeiet}'  shall  be  three 
kinds:  Active,  (.\)rr(\si)onding,  and  Honorary. 

II.  Active  mem  hers  shall  he  residents  of  the  county  of 
Kiitland,  and  pay  llie  sum  of  two  dollars  into  the  treasury 
wiu'U  admitted. 

III.  (  orrespondinu'  memhers  may  he  either  residents  or 
non-residents  of  the  county  of  Rutland.  They  must  he  per- 
sons of  some  literary  attainments  and  Irom  whom  the  society 
may  expeet  eonlrihutions.  They  shall  have  no  pri\  ileges  of 
acting  in  tlie  deliheial i*>ns  on  the  husiness  of  the  soci«'ty. 

Ilonorai"}'  memhers  may  he  eleeted  from  time  to 
time,  i)ut  no  one  shall  i>e  elected  to  such  a  })ositi(m  who  has 
not  conferred  some  favors  u})on  the  society,  and  is  a  person 
dist ini;,-ui>hed  for  his  oi-  her  lit<'rary  or  histoi'ical  :ittaimuents. 

V.  \o  pi-rson  .-hail  heeomc  a  memhtn-  of*  this  sO(-ii.;iy 
with(^at  o])taininij:  a  unanimous  vote  at  thv  annual  or  semi-an- 
nual meetiniis. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Officers.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president, 
one  vice-president,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

•ARTICLE  V. 

Duties  of  Officers.  I.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presi- 
dent to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  society,  and,  with  the 
vice-president  and  secretary,  he  shall  determine  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  tho.  nRH>tings,  when  not  determined  by  the 
By-laws  or  b\'  previous  vote  of  the  society.  He  shall  be  em- 
poAvered  to  call  meetinge  of  the  society  when  from  any  cause 
the  secretary  is  absent. 

ir.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  vice-president  to  act  as 
president  in  his  absence. 

III.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary'  to  record  the 
proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  society  and  prepare  them 
for  publication.  He  shall  preserve  all  papers  and  other  prop- 
ert}-  of  the  S(H*iety :  shall  call  all  meetings  of  the  society  in 
the  manner  desiirnated  m  the  By-laws. 

IV.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  of  the  society  and  pay  them  out  onl}^  by  vote  of  the 
society. 

y.  It  shall  l)e  the  cUity  of  the  president,  vice-president, 
and  secretary  to  determine  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
meetings  when  un})rovi(led  lor  by  ihe  By-laws  or  previous 
vote;  and  shall  act  as  a  public:ition  committee  to  determine 
what  shall  be  suitable  for  publication. 

ARTTCLK  VI. 

Meetings.  I.  The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  shall  be 
held  in  the  first  or  second  week  in  August,  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  three  j)rincipal  otlicers. 

II.  The  semi-annual  meeting  of  this  society'  shall  be  held 
in  the  tirst  or  second  week  in  dctnuarw  as  may  be  design.-ited 
b}'  the  three  principal  oiiicers. 

TIL  Spe<-i:d  meetings  may  be  held  at  any  tisne  deemed 
judicious  by  the  officers  or  by  a  written  application  of  three 
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or  more  members  in  writing,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
seeretary. 

IV^.  The  meetings  of  this  society  may  l)e  called  either  by 
written  or  i)riiited  notices  sent  to  each  active  member,  or  by 
publishing  the  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  county  papers, 
one  week  previous  to  said  meeting. 

AltflCLE  VII. 

Certificates.  On  the  election  of  any  person  to  membership 
of  this  society,  it  shall  i)e  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  issue 
and  forward  a  certificate  of  membership  to  such  a  person. 

ARTICLE  VTTT. 

Withdrawals.  Any  person  may  withdraw  from  this  society 
by  lodging  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  a  written  notitication 
to  that  etiect. 

AKTICLE  TX. 

Amendment.  Any  of  tbese  articles  may  be  akered,  amend- 
ed or  repealed  at  the  annual  or  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
society,  provided  such  alterations,  amendments,  or  repeals 
shidl  have  been  proposed  in  writing  at  a  previous  meeting. 

AKTICLE  X. 

Quorum.  Three  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact  l)usi- 
ness.    A  lesser  num!)er  are  empo^vered  to  adjourn. 


Amendment  of  Article  tv,  Aug.  10,  1882. 

Officers.  The  oilicers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president, 
two  vic-e-presidents,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  following  report  of  the  semi-annual  nu^eting  of  the 
society,  taken  tVom  the  ''Fairhtiven  Era,"  ^ve  here  append. 
Tiie  Very  iu-^tructivc  and  int('r<'--tiug  articles  read  on  that  oc- 
casion will  be  })nbris}K'd  in  full  in  the  second  volume  of  society 
proceedings,  which  will  appear  next  year. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

Rutland  County  Historical  Society^ 

January  16,  1882. 


The  society  met  in  tlie  vestn'  of  the  CoDiiregatioiuil  church 
in  Cii:3tleton,  ^[onday,  January  IHth,  at  2  o'ck:>ck,  r.  m. 

Barnes  i-'rishie,  pn'sidcnt,  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  otlered  hy  tlie  Eev.  John  P.  Dcnieritt. 

Hie  t'oUowini;-  relics  were  exhi]>ite(l:  A  powder  horn,  by 
A.  E.  lvnap[),  ot*  Pouhney,  the  pro})erty  of  his  cousin,  A. 
Knapp,  of  the  same  town  :  it  was  made  hy  his  gieat  grand- 
father, Justus  ]vnap[),  of  Saratoga  Spj-ings,  and  a  minute  man 
in  the  war  of  the  Kevohition.  fie  also  })resented  several 
copies  of  newspa[)ers  of  nnnote  date.  A.  11.  Draper  exhibit- 
ed 03  coins  selected  from  his  collection  of  72')  ;  they  com- 
menced about  200  years  hrfoi-e  Christ,  and  extended  down  to 
the  presenl  time.  Some  of  the  specimens  were  very  fine. 
Dr.  J.  Sanlord  read  some  ohl  l)all  cards,  75  yi-ars  old. 

A\'illiam  GriHith  read  an  article  on  tho  slate  industries  of 
liutland  count\',  cc^ntaining  many  new  facts. 

Ij.  1>.  Smith  read  an  a.rtirle  on  the  ''Rise  and  Progress  of 
the  Marblo  Industry  of  Itutland  County."  l)Oth  of  the  above 
articles  showed  much  Iai)or  in  their  investigations  and  prepar- 
ation. 

The  following  resolulions  were  adopted  : 

liiso't'tti,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Uutland  County 
Historical  Society  during  the  lii'st  year  of  its  existence,  in- 
cluding the  papers  n^ad  at  the  centennial  cidebration  of  the 
oriranizatinn  o\'  Rutland  county,  shall  be  inmiedialely  p»ub- 
li>hed  in  book  form,  and  l»e  it  furliier 

Besolved,  That  Henry  Clark  and  L.  ^V.  K*edington,  of 
Eiitland,  be  authorized  to  compile  and  publish  the  same. 
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B.  W.  Burt  moved  to  have  a  eoiumittee  uppoiutod  to  dr-ift 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  Joseph  Jocelyn,  vice-president  of 
this  society.  The  motion  prevaik'd,  and  L.  Vi.  Bedimxton, 
James  Sanford,  and  K.  C.  Beed  were  a[)pointed,  and  in- 
structed to  re})ort  at  the  evening  session. 

The  following-  ne^v  members  Avere  elected:  Nathan  T. 
Sprague  and  A.  B.  Draper,  of  Brandon  ;  L.  B.  Smith,  John 
P.  Demerritt,  Ahel  E.  licavenv/orth,  and  1>.  AW  B)Urt,  of 
Castleton  ;  B.  C.  Beed,  of  Fairhaven,  Kiel  Ilollister  and 
Marshall  Brown,  of  Bawlet ;  and  A.  E.  Knapp  and  A\'m. 
Griflith,  of  Poultney. 

Hiel  Ilollister  presented  an  article  on  the  slate  business  in 
the  town  of  Bawlet,  which  was  read  by  L,  AV.  Bedington. 

EVEXTNU   i:XERCISES  7   P.  3[. 

The  committee  on  resolutions,  being  called  upon  to  make 
their  report,  stated  that  they  were  not  })repared  :  and  it  was 
voted  to  defer  their  rej)ort  until  the  annual  meeting. 

Dr.  James  Sanford  read  an  article  on  the  ^'Beminlscences 
of  the  War  of  1812  pertaining  to  Ca>tleton,"  which  was  t'ull 
of  interest,  and  es[)e('ially  entertaining. 

Prof.  Abel  E.  L«.'!ivenworth  read  an  address  on  -'Vermont 
atBichmond,"  full  of  historical  informntion,  and  ^vas  listened  to 
with  rapt  interest.  After  the  address  he  exhibited  niuuer- 
ous  mementoes  that  he  brougi.it  home  from  the  war.  Among 
them  were  a  seal  with  which  C(jnfcdeni.te  ])onds  A\  ere  stam[)ed, 
a  branch  of  palmetto  whirh  he  obtained  from  the  abandoned 
treasury  building,  a  primary  sdnxd  b<){)lv  used  by  the  Confed- 
erate children,  pieces  of  l\e})ei  and  Union  war  vessels,  and 
several  otl^er  ixdics  equally  interesting. 

The  exercises  of  tiie  e\  ening  were  inters})ers(Hl  w  ilh  [)atri- 
otic  war  songs  and  anthems  by  a  choir,  consisting  of  Jose[)h 
S.  Dutton,  ^I.  B.  Dewey,  E.  H.  Armstrong,  and  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Higley, 

Thi-  meeting  is  the  largest  since  its  orgiuiization,  and  the 
intei'cst  manifested  in  its  labors  -I'Cfn-  to  be  ou  the  increase. 
Tlio  three  subjects  upon  wliieli  lite  .'dteiition  of  the  s<M;iety  is 
now  turned,  viz ;  Slate,   Marble,  and  War  Beminiscences, 
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luust  he  very  near  to  the  })C()ple  of  lintland  eoiinty,  and  \in~ 
*  less  the  history  of  these  ohjeets  are  gathered  up  soon,  nuivh 
that  is  now  of  great  interest  will  soon  he  lost.  Jt  is  the  dc- 
sig]i  of  the  soeiety  to  [)uhlish  the  first  year's  lahois  in  oiu* 
volume,  and  the  Slate,  Marble,  and  War  eontrihutions  in  a 
seeond  volume'.  Tliose  who  are  interested  in  sueli  works  arc 
invited  to  aid  in  their  })roseeution. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  FAIRHAVEN. 


WlilTTEX  liY  :\IISS  EMELIXE  GILBEUT,  AS  COMMUiMCATED  TO  HER 
BY  r.ENJAMIN  FlLAXIsXlN  GILBEllT. 
Read  l^eforc  tiie  Rutland  County  [listui'ical  Society. 


A  hundred  years  ago  the  snndv  plain  where  now  staiukthe 
village  of  Fairliaven,  was  covered  with  an  uiibi-oken  forest  of 
tall  pine  trees.  Some  of  them  were  200  feet  in  height,  with 
})ranches  interlaced  at  a  distance  from  the  ground,  \\d]i(.'h  was 
so  free  from  underbrush  that  the  (earliest  settlers  could  drive 
their  oxen  and  carts  under  thi.^  trees  without  cutting  a  road. 

But  birds  and  winds  had  scattered  seed,  and  gradually,  as 
the  timber  was  cut  away  and  the  sunlight  stole  under  the  edges 
of  the  greeu  roof,  those  seeds  germinated,  and  })resently  there 
appeared  a  new  growth  of  pine,  bv?ecli,  hemlock  and  soft  maple. 
The  henri  of  the  large  trees  was  never  found  soimd,  Init  hun- 
bcrmen  sometinu^s  coimted  400  rings  outside  the  great  centre 
piece,  whose  testimony  was  eligi])le.  Hence  the  trees  nuist 
have  been  of  (Hjnsidei'able  size  wlien  Columbus  started  out  in 
search  of  tlie  continent.  In  l.Sli  a  violent  wind  swe[)t  a('r(>ss 
the  })lain.  from  south-west  1o  north-east,  levelling  nearly 
everything  in  its  })ath.  Such  of  the  giant  trees  as  escaped 
the  axe  and  the  wind,  died  soon  after  being-  bereft  of  their 
tall  com|)aiU(Uis. 

l>nt  it  is  with  that  dark,  solemn  forest  for  a  l)ackground  that 
we  should  n-gard  dramatis  per-sonnce  of  those  early  times, 
for  \u  life  as  in  a  picture  the  lights  a[)pear  l)ri!liant  in  })ro- 
portion  as  the  .shadows  are  sombre.  Enduring  severe  toil 
a.,nd  jU'ivalion,  it  ^\■as  noi  [>ossible  lor  them  to  Icid  ihr  gay, 
carelc-^s  life  of  the  present  g(?ueration. 

Doubtless  any  i)lay  of  wit  had  for  them  a  grim  force  and 
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meaning  it  does  not  bring  to  us.  Their  merry  makings  were 
mingled  with  severest  toil.  Was  the  heavy  frame  of  a  house 
to  be  raised,  every  man  responded  cheerfully  to  the  call,  asking 
no  pay,  but  expecting  a  liberal  supply  of  that  which  '^cheer- 
eth  the  heart  of  man,''  failing  which  timbers  were  raised, 
but  that  man  invaria))ly  found  his  house  wrong  side  up. 

Fairhaven.  including  the  territory  now  called  West  Haven, 
was  charbn-ed  by  the  State  of  Vermont,  April  2Gth,  1782. 
The  first  actual  settlers  came  to  town  about  that  time.  They 
were  Silas  Sallbrd  abd  a  ^Mr.  Hawley.  They  built  a  grist 
mill  and  small  house,  which  for  obvious  reasons  served  as  a 
tavern.  Mr.  Saflbrd  was  first  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held 
the  ollice  longer  than  any  of  his  successors. 

Poultney  was  already  partially  settled.  It  was  in  1783 
that  a  little  girl  stood  on  the  bank  of  Poultney  river  watch- 
ing S(une  loaded  teams  furd  the  stream.  That  girl  was  Sally 
Benjamin,  who  lived  until  a  few  years  since.  The  wagons 
contained  Col.  Lyon,  with  his  family  and  goods,  on  their  way 
to  found  tlie  town  of  Fairba\'en,  of  wliich  he  was  one  of  the 
proprietors.  Matthew  Lyon  deserves  more  than  a  passing- 
notice,  not  only  as  being  the  most  |)rominent  Hgure  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Fairhaven,  l)ut  as  a  man  who  carried 
an  influence  in  many  States.  Rather  short,  thick  set,  and 
speaking  with  the  Irish  brogue,  he  a[)])eared  the  counterpart 
of  many  a  more  recent  emigi'tuit.  But  his  native  energy  of 
character,  and  superior  mental  and  executive  ability,  might 
lead  the  ethnogra}>her  to  doubt  his  being  of  purely  Celtic 
origin.  lie  was  born  in  Wicklow,  Ireland,  in  174(3.  At  the 
early  age  of  nine  years  he  Nailed  for  America,  landing  at 
New  Haven,  Ct.  Being  unai^le  to  pay  for  his  passage  over, 
the  ship  captain  sold  him  to  a  farmer  for  a  {)air  of  stag  oxen. 
The  ditlerence  in  estimated  value  was  in  favor  of  the  oxen, 
which  the  captain  paid  in  money.  \\'ith  the  floggings  of  an 
abusive  master  and  mistiess,  auvl  the  stringency  of  the  "blue 
laws"of  Coniiecticut,  the  boy  had  but  a  sorry  time  in  his  new 
home.  Possibly  the  niastci' v,  :is  not  iM^tlci'  suitcil,  foi'  he  soon 
sold  him  to  another  man.  The  chaijge  w:is  a  fortunate  one  for 
the  lad,  tor  in  his  second  home  he  received  l.)etter  treatment  and 
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some  schooling  ;  learning  at  least  to  read  and  write,  and  some- 
thing of  mathematics.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  frc^e 
from  Iiis  maste]-,  and  made  his  way  to  to  the  soutliern  part  of 
Vermont,  where  he  was  employed  by  Thomas  C'hittenden, 
the  first  Governor  of  Vermont.  The  Jvevoliitionary  war  l)roke 
out,  nnd  Mr.  Lyon  became  lieutenant  of  a  company  of 
"Green  Mountain  Boys.''  While  in  tlie  army  he  wtis  unjust- 
ly cashiered.  Ilis  company  was  stationed  near  Burlington, 
when,  learning  that  Burgoyne  was  coming  up  the  lake  with  a 
large  army  and  a  great  number  of  Indians,  the  captain 
tliougiit  best  to  retreat  towards  Ticonderoga.  The  ca])tain 
sent  Ivyon  across  to  the  fort,  to  inform  Gen.  Gates  of  his  re- 
treat. Lyon  couM  do  no  less  than  obey  his  su[)erior  oflicer, 
but  the  general  in  his  anger  ordered  bis  men  to  give  him  a 
wooden  sword  and  drum  him  out  of  camp. 

^Ir.  Lyon  was  for  a  time  paymaster  of  the  northern  army, 
and  subsequently  Conmiissary  General  and  Colonel  of  militia. 
Meanwhile  he  had  married  Governor  Chittenden's  daughter, 
who  was  a  widow,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  began  build- 
ing Fairhaven.  B3'  his  remarkable  energy  and  enterprise  he 
soon  made  it  the  chief  manufacturing  place  in  the  Stat.e.  He 
built  saw-mills,  a  grist  mill,  a  foi'ge,  and  the  first  rolling  mill 
north  of  Xew  Jersey  ;  also  a  paper  mill,  where  he  mamifac- 
tured  paper  of  bass-wood,  bark,  and  pine  sawdust.  He  es- 
tablished and  edited  a  })aper  called  '^The  Scourge  of  xVristoc- 
racy  and  Repositor}-  of  Political  Truth."  r>esides  holding 
minor  offices,  he  was  judge  of  Kutland  County  Court,  and  ten 
years  in  our  Legislature.  In  the  midst  of  prosperity  he  was 
never  allowed  to  forget  his  humble  beginning.  Upon  so  im- 
portant occasion  as  the  raising  of  the  ■  meeting-house,  Deacon 
Plunger  vrould  brook  no  interference  from  Col.  Lyon,  but  in 
an  angry  voice  said,  ''Matthew  Lyon,  I  remember  when 
you  was  nothing  but  a  dirt}'  little  Irish  l)oy,  sold  for  a  {)aii' 
of  bull  stags,  and  didn't  half  bring'um  nuther.''  It  is  said 
that  the  Colonel  in  legislntive  assem!)lies  was  wont  to  swear 
by  ''the  bulls  that  rcilecnied''  liim. 

Fie  became  a  zealous  politician,  fr(!c1y  expressing  his  views 
in  his  })aper,  which  found  much  favor  with  the  masses  and 
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great  opposition  from  the  upholders  of  President  Adams'  ad- 
ministration, lie  was  fined  61000  for  shxnderino'  the  o-overn- 
ment.  and  in  default  of  payment  was  thrown  into  prison  in 
Vergennes.  His  Fairhaven  friends  w<jre  thoroughly  indignant 
at  that,  and  hlaming  one  Cook,  a  lawyer  of  Poultney,  they 
determined  to  he  revenged  upon  him.  A  small  party  went 
at  night  and  placed  a  jug  of  powder  under  his  office,  Avhere  he 
slept.  The  lighted  fuse  went  out,  and  he  learned  his  narrow 
escape.  AVhen  the  excitenient  had  subsided,  a  larger  mob 
went  down  and  turned  over  Cook's  otlice.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  were  punished,  but  learning  that  one  of  their  num- 
ber had  disclosed  tlieir  names,  those  concerned  in  the  [)Owder 
plot  <lis;ip[)eared.  V»'hile  ^dr.  Lvon  was  in  prison  he  was 
ciecied  to  Congress.  Then  assuming  the  po\\'ers  of  English 
Parliament,  he  marched  to  his  prison  door,  making  prochima- 
tion  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Congress,  and  ordering  that  all 
obstructions  be  removed.  This  exercise  he  repeated  until 
wt-ary,  witliout  moving  his  keeper.  Finally  his  friends  paid 
the  fme,  and  he  journeyed  triuni})liantly  to  Washington,  re- 
ceiving the  applause  of  the  people  along  the  w;iy.  While  in 
Congress  he  had  a  violent  j)ersonal  encounter  with  Roswell 
Griswold,  of  Connect  icut. 

Col.  Lvon  began  it,  by  calling  Connecticut  a  priest-ridden 
State.    From  words  the  altercation  went  on  to  blows. 

At  the  ex[)iration  of  his  term  in  Congress,  ]\tr.  Lj'on  re- 
moved to  Kentuck}'.  Continental  money  had  already  become 
worthless,  and  there  was  little  silver  or  gold  in  the  country. 
Conserjuently  in  dis}>osing  of  his  est:ite  in  Fairhaven  he  was 
o))li<i:cd  to  take  some  bai'ter,  which  he  carried  Avith  him  to 
Iventuckv.  For  one  ])iece  of  land  he  received  a  large  mnn- 
ber  of  saddles;  for  another  he  took  tin  dishes.  From  Ken- 
tucky he  w^as  agtiin  sent  to  Congress. 

The  mean^  l)y  which  he  gain<Ml  the  election  tliere  ditlereil 
somewhat  from  his  Den.iocratic  newspaper  of  Vermont.  Ob- 
servijiii,-  that  hi^  opponent  ga\"i^  ca<-li  voter  a  drink  of  wl-isk(\v, 
My  Lyon  gave  to  each  of  hi-  const iiuents  a  drink  andatincii]) 
tilled  with  vvhiskey  for  his  wii'r.    Of  course  he  was  elcct^'d. 

It  is  unnecessary    to   follow  further  the  career  of  this 
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champion  of  free  speech,  who  exhibited  always'  his  iiiliorent 
traits  of  character,  whether  building  gun-boats  for  the  war  of 
1812,  or  acting  as  factor  for  the  Cherokee  Inditms  of  Arkan- 
sas, or  territorial  delegate  to  Congress. 

His  house  in  Fairhaven  was  known  as  the  ''Lyons  Dei\," 
and  was  considered  as  something  of  a  Mecca  for  visitors-  Aftei* 
the  deptirture  of  his  family,  it  was  occupied  by  .Maj.  Tilly 
Gill)ert,  who  was  a.  Federalist.  Once  a  visitor  asked  to  be 
shown  the ''Lyons  Den."  U[)on  })eing  told  that  he  was  al- 
ready in  it,  he  exchiinied,  ''Is  it  possible  ?  liow  did  you  cleanse 
it?  I  should  think  the  walls  would  1)e  blue  with  Democracy."' 

Mr.  Lyon  sold  the  iron  ^vorks  to  a  non-resident,  and  David 
Erwin,  from  Xew  Jersey,  carried  them  on.  lie  became  gen- 
eral of  the  \'ermont  militia,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
northern  New  York,  where  he  was  elected  .State  Senator. 
While  candidate  for  that  position,  the  reappeared  in  the  pa- 
pers an  old  story  about  him  and  Capt.  Cutter,  of  Fairhaven, 
who  had  been  captain  of  an  artillery  company  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  stor\'  was  somewhat  distorted,  and  wheth- 
er recorded  by  })olitical  allies  or  o[)i)onents  is  not  quite  clear, 
biit  Capt.  Cutter  related  the  facts.  lie  and  General  Erwin 
attended  a  militia  nnister  in  Poultney.  At  the  hotel  they 
occu[)ied  the  same  room.  Retiring  weary  and  late  at  night, 
Capt.  Cutter  lay  down  pju'tly  dressed.  He  rose  early  next  morn- 
ing, and,  pu.tting  on  the  only  pair  of  pantaloons  he  saw  in  the 
room,  went  home.  Later  in  the  day  Gen.  Erwin  beiran  to  ]nake 
his  ti)ilet,  but  found  himself  literally  scms  cidoife.  He  raged 
ai)out  the  house  as  much^as  was  consistent  under  the  circum- 
stances, bringing  railing  accusations  against  the  landlord.  At 
that  time  Verniont  had  no  elothing  stores,  neither  had  the 
citizens  much  su[)ertiuous  clothing,  but  something  was  found 
which  the  general  wore  home.  During  the  day  he  chanced  to 
meet  Capt.  Cutter,  who  was  serenely  employed  i\t  his  usual  avo- 
cations, arrayed  in  the  missing  pantaloons,  which  he  bad  in- 
nocently put  on  over  his  own. 

OriC  of  the  Tuost  eccentri';  -dud  fanta>tif;  characters  of  cirly 
times  Vv'as  Elder  Dodge.  He  |)r<^)fe>sed  to  be  alriptist  clergy- 
man,Init  came  to  Fairhaven  to  carry  on  the  iron  works  after  Gen. 
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Evwin's  departure.  He  was  tall,  wore  a  three-cornered  mili- 
tary hat,  and  full  loug  hlack  cloak.  He  always  rode  a  fleet 
horse,  and  his  cloak  spreading  out  at  the  sides  tiapped  like 
wings. 

At  his  approach  small  boys  disa[)peared  })ehind  stumps,  [)ilcs 
of  lumber,  or  in  any  conv(uiient  hiding  place.  He  was  not 
a  favorite  with  the  people ;  nevertheless  he  sometimes 
preached  here  and  in  Hani[)ton,  A  man.  describing  one  of 
his  sermons  said  :  ^-He  set  up  his  text  al)Out  as  far  awa}'  as 
that  saw-mill  and  shot  at  it  several  times,  but  never  once  hit 
it.''  One  Jim  Bowen  hired  him,  for  a  dollar,  to  preach  a 
Universalist  sermon.  A  Ba[)tist  deacon  from  Poult ney  one 
day  met  him  in  the  store,  and  took  the  occasion  to  rel>nke  him 
tor  unclerical  conduct.  ^Ir.  Dodge  was  a  little  deaf,  and  the 
merchant  remarked,  "Tlie  elder  never  hears  anything  which 
comes  against  him."  '•Humi)h,''  said  tlie  elder,  '"1  think  1  don't 
hear  nmch  else."  ''Well,"  {)ursued the  deacon,  ''where  there 
is  vso  much  talk  there  must  be  some  cause  for  it." 

"In  an  orchard  don't  you  always  tind  the  sticks  and  stones 
about  the  trees  that  bear  the  best  fruit"?  said  the  elder. 

Then  tlic  deacon  brought  the  closing  argument,  saying  '^I 
once  found  a  tree  which  had  been  pelted  in  an  unusual  man- 
ner, and  come  to  examine  it  there  was  no  fruit  there  at  all  ; 
nothing  bnt  a  plaguey  hornet's  !iest." 

jMr.  Dodge  was  possessed  of  a  violent  temper,  without  suf- 
tlcient  grace  to  control  it . 

Fourth  of  July  celebi-ations  were  occasions  of  great  mo- 
ment. Everybody  went.  Once  I^^lder  Dodgx^  v/as  to  olHciate 
as  chjiplain,  and  RoUin  C.  ?*Iallory,  (famous  for  getting  the 
"tariif  bill"  througli  Cofigress,)  was  to  deliver  the  oration. 
Ikit  during  the  festivities,  before  the  time  came  for  prayer, 
something  occurred,  or  was  neglected,  which  disturbed  the 
er[uilibriuni  of  the  elder,  and  when  called  U})on  to  pray,  he 
announced  that  he  was  '  ^  so  'itiad  Jie  could  it' t  pray The  in- 
vocation v.'as  doubtless  omitted,  as  it  was  an  exercise  \\'\\ 
ot"  the  citiziuis  liad  practiced. 

Mr.  Dodge  frequeritly  had  hand-to-hand  fights  vrith  h.is 
workmen.    He  would  throw  aside  his  l)lack  coat,  saying,  ''Lie 
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there  divinity,  while  I  whip  this  man."  Once  when  he  had 
a  man  down,  he  called  loudly  to  those  outside  the  mill, 
**Take  him  otf!  Take  him  off"  !  well  knowing  tiiat  so  lon<;-  as 
they  supposed  he  had  the  worst  of  it  they  wouhl  not  inter- 
fere. Yet  ,  notwithstandin<^-  all  his  oddities,  in  ease  of  a  tire, 
or  any  emergency,  not  a  man  in  town  would  equal  him  in 
courage  and  daring.  The  following  is  an  e})itaph  composed 
for  him  by  one  of  his  woi  kmen  : 

"Mere  lies  the  body  of  Jordan  Dodge, 

Who  never  dodged  any  evil ; 

Who  did  nil  he  could, 

To  dodgt)  all  good, 

But  never  dodged  the  devil/' 

It  was  several  years  after  the  building  of  the  tirst  meeting 
house  in  Fairhaven  before  there  was  an  organized  church,  or 
stated  preaching.  Occasional  services  were  held  when  a 
clergyman  or  missionary  chanced  to  visit  the  localit  y.  There 
was  no  chimney  in  the  meeting  house,  and  of  course  could  be 
no  hre.  In  very  cold  weather,  delicate  women  carried  small 
'4bot-stoves,'*  containing  a  dish  of  hot  coals,  which  prevented 
their  beini>"  frost-bitten  durinu'  the  luuix  service.  ]Men  took  a 
warming  draught  before  going,  and  even  the  dominie  was  not 
above  repairing  to  the  tavern  at  noon  for  a  stimulating  drink. 
Gradually  as  the  church  windows  got  broken  they  were  cov- 
ered with  boards,  until  tinally  but  one  glazed  window  re- 
mained, a  Itirge  one,  high  from  the  iloor.  The  crude  taste  of 
Yankees  had  not  then  been  educated  to  love  a  "dim  religious 
light,''  and  one  minister  was  so  impressed  with  the  gloom  of 
the  edifice,  irreverently  called  the  "Lord's  barn,"  that  he  was 
led  to  publicl}'  express  unortliodox  sentiments,  lie. was  dis- 
coursing upon  the  future  abode  of  the  wicked,  when,  yield- 
ing to  the  depressing  intluences  of  the  place  he  said  : 
friends,  hell  is  a  great  dark  place,  sornetJung  like  this  meeting 
house,' ^ 

James  Harrington  w;i3  a  farmer,  and  judge  of  Rutland  Coun- 
ty Court.  Doubth'ss  Ik;  |X)s-e>sod  scmie  qualitications  for 
dispensing  justice,  as  well  as  a  gift  for  sleeping  at  the  most 
unnatural   times  and   places,     Eeturniug  from    court  on 
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lioi-scl)ack,  he  would  perhaps  waken  to  find  that  liis  horse  had 
strayed  into  some  barnyard  by  the  wayside,  and  was  helping 
himself  to  supper.  Ilis  style  of  living,  like  that  of  his  neigh- 
bors, was  far  from  luxurious.  Possibly  his  family  were  not 
typieal  New  England  housekeepers.  A  sea  eaptain,  hearing 
that  his  old  sehoolfellow  had  become  a  judge  in  Vermont,  re- 
solved to  pay  him  a  visit.  His  visions  of  possible  magniti- 
cence  were  quickly  dispelled,  and  in  nautical  terms,  more 
forcible  than  elegant,  he  pictured  the  simplicity  of  the  judge's 
hospitality.  For  supper  a  pan  of  milk  with  '-Johnny  cake," 
which  -'sunk  as  quick  as  a  lead  sinker"  in  the  milk.  Each 
person  was  provided  with  a  spoon,  and,  gathering  about  the 
pan,  one  after  another  '-made  a  div(s"  and  tin.-'dly  the  captain 
made  a  dive,  but  failed  to  get  anything.  He  spoke  of  the 
barreness  of  his  rov)m,  and  how  in  the  morning  he  was  con- 
ducted to  a  shed,  where  the  judge  brought  him  a  gourd  hi  led 
with  water  in  which  to  })erform  kis  aldutions.  P>reakfast  was 
a  repetition  of  sui)por,  and  the  captain  departed  a,  wiser  man. 

This  judge  had  a  i)rothor  who  \vas  also  a  resident  of  Rut- 
laud  county,  and  was  judge  of  tlie  Supreme  Court,  ^rheo[)hi- 
lus  Harrington  would  also  sometimes  sleep  in  court,  but  he 
made  at  least  one  famous  decision. 

New  Yoi'k  was  a  slave  state.  A  master  pursued  liis  run- 
away' slave  into  Vermont,  and  caught  him.  He  \vas  lodged 
in  Kutland  jail  till  the  case  was  tried.  The  ma.^ter  brought 
his  bill  of  sale  to  })rove  his  pro}>erty,  but  Judge  Theophilus 
decided  that  the  man  should  not  have  the 'Miigger  until  he  pro- 
duced a  bill  of  sale  from  God  Almighty,''  and  the  resident  of 
the  great  Empire  State  was  obliged  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  Vermont  judge. 

Col.  Skeene,  of  Skeenesboro.  now  AVhiteliail,  was  said  to  have 
been  a  natural  son  of  one  of  the  (  rcorge's.  He  held  a  patent 
from  the  f]nglish  crown  for  twelve  miles  S([uare  of  territory  at 
the  liead  of  navigatioii  on  Lake  Champlain.  Having  heard  of 
the  falls  on  Castleton  and  Poultn(;y  rivers,  lie  sent  out  his 
surveyor  with  dircrtions  to  enclose  tlie,  fails  within  his  lines- 
When  the  surveyor  had  llnislied  his  work,  he  told  Col.  Skeene 
that  as  his  western  boundary  was  located  it  was  not  possible 
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to  take  them  in,  wherou[)on  the  colonel  beat  hiui  with  his 
cane. 

Mrs.  Skeene  receive*]  an  annual  allowance  from  England, 
which  she  was  to  have  as  long  as  she  was  ''abov^e  ground." 
The  poor  lady  died,  and  her  loving  lord  built  a  rude  niauso- 
leum  about  he]-  body,  in  order  th^it  he  might  still  claim  the  al- 
lowance. After  lie  iled  the  country  she  was  doubtless  buried, 
for  her  temponiry  tomb  was  thereafter  used  as  a  barn. 

Col.  Skeene  folhnved  the  English  army  to  the  battle  of 
Bennington,  and  when  from  a  safe  distance  lie  saw  victory 
perching  upon  his  eneinies'  banner,  he  retired  to  his  liomi*, 
and  escaped  down  the  lake,  llis  estate  was  contiscated,  and 
soM  at  auction  to  Gen  -Williams,  for  $10,000. 

Capt.  Kood,  of  Fairhaven,  used  to  tell  about  a  duel  be- 
tween Gen.  \\'i}li;niis  and  Gen.  lliomas.  It  was  long  ago, 
when  men  gathered  nightly  at  the  village  tavern,  to  tell 
stories  and  crack  jokes  around  a  great  wood  tire,  and  they 
were  ha})py,  without  fear  of  molestation.  Meanwhile  boys 
stood  about  the  sides  and  corners  of  the  room,  listening  to  the 
tales  that  were  told  in  that  wicked  jdace,  and  so  they  were 
handed  down  to  us.  There  was  a  certain  widow,  whose  hus- 
band died  owing  Gen.  Willinms  $5000,  which  in  those  days  was 
considered  a  oTcat  sum.  The  widow  could  not  pay  it,  and 
Gen  ^^'illiams  thought  of  a  })lan  ly  whicli  to  get  the  money. 
It  was  nothing  less  than  a  matrimonial  alliatice  between  the 
widow  and  General  Thomas.  Doubtless  they  met  by  chance 
the  usual  way,  and  the  match  was  made. 

This  occurred  l)efore  the  era  of  ••men's  rights,"  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Xew  York,  a  man  marrying  a  widow 
was  res})onsible  for  her  tir-t  hushand's  del)ts.  Gen.  Williams 
had  the  sheriff  in  readiness  at  tlie  wedding,  and  immediately 
upon  tlie  completion  of  the  marriage  ceremony  Gen.  Thomas 
was  sued  for  the  $.')00().  The  enraged  bridegroom  challenged 
Gen.  ^Villiams  to  a  duel.  Capt  liood  was  Gen.  Thomas' 
second,  and  it  was  arranged  to  tight  with  |)istols,  in  the  l)a}l 
ro\>m  of  the  taverii  in  Salem. 

\7hen  Capt.  Rood  had  (piatrcd,  tx  generous  ])ortiou  of  stim- 
ufiiting  drink,  he  loved  to  tell  the  story,  as  rellecting  some 
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honor  upon  himself,  and  he  wouhl  always  close  the  recital  by 
saying,  agreed  not  to  tell  which  one  tlinched,  bat  Geu. 
Thomas  never  tlinched  a  bit." 

Joel  Hamilton  belonged  to  a  company  from  Brooktield, 
Mass.,  who  were  ordered  to  take  the  ))lock-lionses  in  the  rear 
of  Burgoyne's  army,  as  thoy  went  to  Saratoga.  The  com- 
pany captured  the  block-house  at  Fort  Ann,  and  went  from 
there  to  Skeenesboro.  Peeping  around  the  mountain,  they 
discoN'ered  that  tlie  gai-rison  at  that  place  was  stronger  than 
their  own  forces,  and  furthermore  the  house  stood  on  an 
ishind,  and  they  had  neither  boats  nor  cannon.  The  captain 
was  aware  of  the  extremely  belligerent  nature  of  his 
townsman.  Mr.  llamiUon,  and  pro})Osed  leaviiig  hhu  to  keej) 
up  the  war,  while  the  renuiinder  of  the  coni])any  returned  to 
Fort  Ami  for  cannon.  He  thought  Mr.  Hamilton  was  amply 
able  to  do  his  p;irt.  Init  to  drag  cannon  tlu-ougli  the  woods 
would  be  a  toilsome  task,  and  he  resolved  tirst  to  tr\  words. 

Accordingly  the  otHcers  ap})eared  and  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  block-house.  The  gai-rison  were  disposed  to 
parley,  and  tinally  would  not  surrender  unless  allowed  to 
count  the  men  in  the  nrooktield  company.  Such  a  mathe- 
matical exercise  would  be  i'atal  to  their  cause,  and  so,  putting 
on  :i  bold  front,  the  captain  said  if  they  did  not  surrender  he 
would  immediately  tire  upon  them.  The  fear  of  ].)ossible  nr- 
tillery  behind  the  mountain  had  its  effect,  and  the  garrison 
had  the  mortitlcatlon  of  surrendering  to.  a  force  less  than  their 
own,  armed  with  old  muskets. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Joel  Hamilton  settled  on  the 
moimtain  north  of  Fairhaven  village,  which  still  bears  his 
name.  It  was  there  that  his  wife  had  an  encounter  with  a 
be:\r  Nvhich  was  in  pursuit  of  a  calf.  Armed  with  an  axe,  .--he 
drove  away  the  bear  and  took  the  calf  into  the  house.  That 
was  a  lonely  spot,  and  ^fr.  Hamilton  afterwards  built  on  the 
turnpike  road. 

He  amassed  considerable  property,  and  was  said  to  have 
hoarded  a  peck  (?f  silver  dollars.  He  had  no  children,  and 
took  to  his  home  sev^en  neplu-ws  s\^-oessiv(dy,  taking  each 
with  the  intention  of  making  him  his  heir,     Xlie  old  gentle- 
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man  was  not  spared  to  discard  the  seventh  as  he  had  the 
other  six.  In  the  gi-eat  revival  of  181 6" Mr.  Hamilton  was 
converted,  and  l^ecame  deacon  of  the  Congregational  chureh. 

Jacob  Davey  was  for  many  years  an  active  business  man 
in  Fairhaven,  employing  nearly  every  one  who  a])plied  for 
work,  and  giving  to  each  the  task  he  could  best  do.  Among 
his  employes  was  Thonuis  Bianchard,  ,  who  afterwards  be- 
came a  famous  inventor.  He  was  young  when  employed  by 
Mr.  Davey,  and,  being  qualitied  for  no  specialty,  was  set  to 
blow  and  strike  for  a  blacksmitli.  0)>serving  the  slow  process 
of  making  nails  as  they  were  then  headed  by  hand,  he  said 
he  thought  he  could  make  a  njachine  which  would  cut  and 
head  tliem  at  once.  Mr.  Davey  tokl  him  to  try,  and  he  set 
about  it.  Thus  it  hH])penod  that  the  tirst  machine  ever  made 
in  the  world  to  cut  and  head  nails  at  the  same  time,  w  as  made 
in  Fairhaven.  He  had  no  good  niachinist  to  execute  his  de- 
signs, andat'terwards in  Massachusetts  brought  them  to  great- 
er perfection.  He  al^o  invented  the  eccentric  lathe,  and  re- 
ceived in  all  more  than  twenty-five  patents  for  important  in- 
ventions. 
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MAN  AND  NATURE;  OR,  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF 
HISTORY. 

[Uvail  before  the  liuthuul  County  Ilistoiieal  Society,  August  10,  ISSL] 

liY  A.    N.    ADAMS,   OF  FAIL'IIxVVEX, 
-Memlier  of  Kutlaud  County  lli?torical  Society. 

'  I  desire  to  oive  expreds^ioii  to  some  tlioiig-bts  respecting 
Ditm's  position  and  relations  in  Xature  as  a  part  ol"  Xatnre,  and 
furnishing  a  rational  basis  for  a  philosophy  of  History.  We 
sav  ''Man  and  Xature  :"  and  it  luis  \outx  Ixmui  customary  to 
conceive  of  and  treat  Man  as  somehow*  disti)>ct  from  the 
world  in  which  he  lives,  as  not  really  a  j);irt  of  it,  but  superior, 
independent,  more  innnaterial  than  material,  more  a  maker  of 
Inw  and  force  than  a  subject  of  law  and  force,  the  idea  being- 
held  and  insisted  upon  that  Xature  is  simply  material  or  phy- 
sical, the  realm  of  niatter  and  carnal  force,  to  be  acted  ui)on 
and  in  by  forces  not  material,  not  })hysical. 

l)ut  why  this  dualism?  In  the  h'ght  of  modern  science  there 
is  no  longc]'  any  justiticatiou  or  reason  for  concei\  ing' of  X'ature 
and  treating  her  as  a  mere  foot-stool,  or  inanimate  tool,  as 
despicable,  and  to  be  made  over  according  to  some  deformed 
human  notion.  A\"e  might  more  justly  speak  contem})tuously 
of  tlie  good  human  mother  who  l)ore  us,  and  whom  it  is  gen- 
uine piety  to  revere  and  love.  Xature  is  the  mother  of  us  all ; 
and  he  is  no  true  man  who  does  not  love  her,  for  she  is  instinct 
with  all  pure  and  Ireautiful  sentiments  and  ideals.  X'ature  is 
pregnant  with  all  lorms  and  forces  of  life,  animal  and  vege- 
table. We  know  no  life/and  never  can  know  any  lite,  that  is 
not  in  and  of  her  whom  we  call  the  mother  of  us  all  ;  and  so 
when  we  come  rightly  to  study  Man  in  all  his  aspects  and  re- 
lations, we  tind  him  a  force  and  factor  in  Xature,  a  [)arl  of  it, 
correlatt'd  with  oth.er  life  or  forms  of  life,  and  existing  only  as 
a  naiiu^al  being,  so  far  as  Nature  luxl  her  force's  and  laws  per- 
mit him  t()  exist.  •■The  (hiali<ni  of  Xatu]'<3  and  3[an,"  says  an 
able  philosophical  writer  of  our  times,  -'Is  on  the  surface  only, 
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and  extends  not  1)e3'ond  the  exploded  metaphysics  of  ignorant 
ages  ;  the  unity  of  the  universe,  including  Man,  is  the  supreme 
lesson  of  modern  science." 

AA'e  greath'  err,  I  think,  when  we  impose  upon  ourselves 
the  traditional  dogma  that  Nature  does  not  require  and  im[)ly 
the  existence  of  tliought,  of  mind  or  brain  power — the  un- 
founded notion  that  Nature,  or  the  universe,  is  purely  and  ex- 
clusively material,  as  we  have  ])een  wont  to  hear  and  to  use 
the  term.  No  one  fact  of  modern  knowledge  is  better  attested 
Uian  that  Nature  is  full  of  life,  of  organizing,  form-producing 
force  or  forces.  T  am  not  now  to  inquire  whether  this  force 
is  a  personal  or  an  impersonal  one.  For  aught  v/e  can  see  or 
say,  it  may  be  a  uuiversal  consciousness  not  separable  from 
matter.  My  point  is  that  mind  and  man  are  natural,  and  that 
we  should  not  separate  either  mind  from  man  or  man  from 
Nature.  They  are  parts  of  one  grand  stupendous  whole  ;  and 
we  know  neither  mind  nor  man  except  as  united  and  ^vorking 
together,  an  organized  complex  personal  being.  Man  is  the 
acknowledged  r(.'[)resentative  of  mind,  in  that  the  mysterious 
energy  of  Nature  comes  to  consciousness  in  him. 

We  are  all  aware  that  great  advances  have  been  made  in 
kite  years  in  the  collaiion  and  studj'  of  social  and  mental  as 
well  as  })hysical  and  biological  |)henomena,  and  never  betbre 
ha\  e  th*'  materials  ibi'  a  rational  scientilic  study  of  Mun,  as  a 
natural  agent  corndated  with  the  rest  of  the  universe,  been  so 
many  or  so  read}'  at  hand.  It  has  been  well  observed  by  the 
writer  befon^  fjuoted.  (^Ir.  Francis  E.  Abbott),  that  "the  law 
of  evolution  is  fast  coming  to  be  recognized  as  in  some  form 
a  truth  of  uiii versa!  science,  to  be  cliallenged  only  by  the 
ignorant,  the  whimsical,  or  tlx;  bigoted,*'  and  lie  adds,  *4lie 
atomic  theor}'  and  the  unity  of  all  cosmical  forces  are  probably 
destined  to  be  similarly  accepted."  "Instead  of  the  old  dual- 
ism of  the  Ego  phfs  Cosmos,  philosophy  is  learning  to  conceive 
the  Cosmos  as  the  one  integral,  ;dl-(Mnbracing  reality,  in  which 
the  Ego  has  its  pro|M'r  place  as  a  part." 

Sj-ienc«;  teaches  thai  \))  all  the  world  of  matter  and  mind 
law  is  supriMue,  iiot hing  <>xists  v.  itliout  a.  cause,  and  tlie  vume 
causes  produce  the  same  results  in  all  times  and  places. 
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Nothing  is  left  to  caprice.  Tiic  processes  of  Nature  are  fonml 
to  be  regular,  tixed,  not  changeable.  Events  which  vver(*  a})- 
parently  tl]e  most  irreguhir  and  capricious  have  been  explain- 
ed, and  shown  to  be  in  accordance  with  certain  tixed  and  uni- 
versal hiws.  It  has  come  to  be  a  settled  conviction  of  scientiiir 
men  that  })]ienomena  of  Nature  which  have  not  yet  been  ex- 
plained, which  seem  peculiar  and  abnormal,  are  yet  not  capri- 
cious or  singular,  but  are  connected  with  other  events  in  some 
necessary  invariable  relation  of  cause  and  etlect ;  and  if  they 
should  not  be  some  time  scientifically  explained,  are  none  the 
less  naturaJ,  in  harmony  with  law  and  order.  Incrcising 
knowledge  brings  with  it  increasing  confidence  in  the  j)erf<'ct 
uniformity  of  Nature's  openitions. 

jNIay  we  then  or  ma}'  we  not  say  that  this  regularity  exists 
in  respect  to  the  acts  and  opinions  of  men?  that  natural  law 
and  order  reign>  in  human  as  in  all  other  aflaii-s  !  Is  Nature 
greater  than  ]\bm?  or  is  Man,  and  his  world  greater  than 
Nalm-e?   This  is  plainly  the  (piestion. 

Jf  Man  is  a  part  of  Nature,  then  it  should  not  be  improbable, 
and  is  not,  that  some  analogy  or  correspondence  exists  be- 
tween his  relation  to  univei'sal  hiw  and  the  relation  of  other 
things  to  such  law.  Man  being  a  part  of  Nature,  it  should  l>e 
possible  to  htive  a  scii'nce  or  philosoph}'  of  liistory — no  less 
than  a  science  of  political  economy  and  of  goxernmenl.  In 
fact  all  rational  study  of  luunan  affairs  must  recognize  an*! 
proceed  frouj  the  assumed  or  proven  existence  of  law  and  or- 
der in  human  society. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  personal  ex})erience  corre- 
sponds with  t  he  evolution  of  social  science.  •  Inthe  fer\-or  and 
confidence  of  youth  we  are  ver>'  apt  to  think  that  mrniy  things 
will  yield  to  our  control,  which  the  sober  experience  of  ma- 
ture life  shows  us  are  controlled  by  other  forces,  outside  of 
us;  and  increasing  years  cause  us  to  feel  1h)w  little,  after  nil, 
we  can  personally  do,  as  compared  with  that  which  gets  itself 
done  in  spile  nf  us. 

It  ib  not,  of  Course,  to  be  denied  that  Man  Is  a  gr(nit  iaetor. 
taken  singly  or  collectively,  in  making  what  we  term 
civilization  and  the  homes  in  wliich  our  lite  is  made  so  tolera- 
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ble  and  so  good;  hat  if,  in.stend  of  looking  only  at  the  now 
and  here,  this  little  narrow,  breathing  point  of  time  and 
space,  we  look  backward  and  forward  and  around,  badx  on 
the  nations  which  have  come  and  gone — the  civilizations  of 
ancient  Egypt,  Asia,  Greece,  Ivonie — gone  in  obedience  to  a 
fate  more  powerful  than  any  human  will — if  we  look  upon 
the  multitudes  now  in  all  degrees  of  enlightenment,  of  barbar- 
ism, and  of  progress,  [dl  struggling  with  physical  burdens 
and  against  great  difficulties  to  better  their  condition,  we 
cannot  but  realize,  in  some  degree,  that  man's*  will  or  brain 
is  l)ut  a  small  factor  in  the  causes  which  operate  universally  in 
connection  with  human  living  and  human  acting,  on  this,  our 
globe.  Men  everywhere  net  a  common  part.  They  come 
upon  the  stage  and  pass  otf  and  are  forgotten.  What  seemed 
to  be  riew  was  old,  A\'hat  seemed  to  be  a  life  of  fre(Hlom  and 
choice  was  really  only  what  necessity  made. 

We  need  to  look  at.  our  doings  and  tho-^e  of  our  kind  IVom 
a  distance.  To  one  who  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  crowded 
city,  the  acts  of  men  seem  great  and  important.  But  let  him 
go  outside,  upon  some  elevation  sutliciently  high  to  revetd  all 
outside  agencies  ;  the  pc^sition  of  the  city  with  reference  to 
the  sea  and  country  inland,  th(>  rivers  tiowing  through  it  and 
the  railways  leading  into  it,  what  the  country  does  for  the 
city  and  the  city  for  the  courstry,  and  he  soon  perceives  tliat 
there  are  causes  which  juake  the  cit\'  ind<'j)endently  of  tlio->e 
who  live  in  it,  and  men  and  women  live  and  labor  in  it  tor 
great  reason^  outside  themselves.  And  could  we,  any  of  us, 
rise  high  enough  to  see  the  whole  globe  at  a  glance,  to 
take  one  grand  all-comprehensive  view,  ''we  should  fiil  to 
discover,"  as  lias  l)een  well  observed  by  l^rofessor  I)ra])er, 
*'the  slightest  indication  of  man,  his  free-will,  or  his  works." 

"When  we  pass  from  the  [)henomena  of  matter  to  the 
phenomeiia  of  mind,"  writf^-^  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  ''we  do 
not  pass  from  under  the  reign  of  law.  JTere,  too,  facts  do 
ran<>'c  themselves  in  an  obser\'ed  order:  here,  too,  there  is  a 
chain  of  caus'.:  and  (^tlcct  rinming  t  !!ri>uglKUit  all  events;  liere, 
too,  we  see  aroiiud  us,  .and  ieel  v/ithin  us,  the  woi  k  of  for- 
ces which  have  always  a  certain  (.leiinite  tendency  to  produce 
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certain  definite  results."  "That  our  wills,  of  whose  freedom 
we  are  conscious,  should  often  be  determined  by  influences  of 
which  we  have  no  consciousness  at  all ;  that  our  opinions 
should  as  often  be  the  result  of  causes  and  not  of  reasons ; 
that  our  actions  should  follow  a  course  marked  out  by  condi- 
tions ^vhich  we  fail  to  recognize  as  having  any  determining 
ellect  upon  them — these  are  conclusions  against  which  we  are 
apt  to  re])el — as  depriving  us  of  a  part  of  our  free  and  intelli- 
gent agency.  Yet  the  fact  of  their  being  so  is  perfectly 
plain  to  those  around  us.  Bystanders  often  see  the  forces 
telling  ui)on  our  wills  nuicli  more  clearly  than  we  see  them 
ourselves.  What  we  cannot  recon-nize  in  ourselves  we  are 
able  to  recognize  in  otiiers.  \A^hat  vre  camiot  see  in  detail  we 
can  see  in  the  gross.*'  "Freedom,"  he  says,  "is  not  an  abso- 
lute but  a  relative  term.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  absolute 
freedom.  Free  will,  in  the  only  sense  in  which  tliis  expression 
is  intelligible,  has  been  erroneously  represented  as  the  pecul- 
iar prerogative  of  ^  I  an.  lUit  the  w  ill  of  the  lower  animals  is 
as  free  as  ours.  A  mnn  is  not  more  free  to  go  to  the  right  hand 
or  to  the  left  than  the  eagle,  or  the  \\'ren,  or  the  mole,  or  the  bat. 
The  dinerence  is  that  the  will  of  the  lower  animals  is  acted 
upon  by  fewer  :iud  simpler  motives.  And  the  lower  the  or- 
o^anizalion  of  the  animal,  the  fewer  and  simpler  tliese  motives 
are.  Hence  it  is  that  the  conduct  and  choice  (^f  animals — i.e., 
the  decision  of  their  will,  under  given  conditions — cui  be  pre- 
dicted with  almost  periect  certainty."  "It  is  fronj  compul- 
sion that  our  wills  are  free,  and  from  nothing  else."  "Our 
wills  can  never  be  free  from  motives.  And  in  this  sense  can 
never  be  free  from  daw.'  l>ut  this  is  only  saying  that  we<'an 
never  l.)e  free  from  the  relations  pre-established  between  the 
structure  of  our  minds  and  the  system  of  things  in  which 
they  are  formed  to  move,"  {71  other  ivords,  our  enviroinnent. 

It  cannot  be  disputed,  if  we  look  ^t  man  from  a  natural  and 
not  an  irrational  standpoint,  that,  taken  in  the  wide  generic 
sense,  n^.an  is  a  most  stupendous  and  complex  organism — a 
creature  like  the  animal  in  m.*uiy  n:vs[)ee[s,  boin:!!  iu  ihe  s;inie 
Tiecessity  of  law  and  fali^  and  at  the  same  time  <up<Mior  to 
and  the  head  of  tiie  whole  animal  world,  but  too  often,  too 
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generally,  little  above  the  animal  in  his  habits  and  desires. 
Habit  and  desire  hold  his  thinking  taculties,  his  mind,  in  sub- 
jection and  slaverj.  The  power  of  thought,  the  action  of  the 
brain,  is  limited  and  conditioned. 

It  might  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  say  that  the  whole 
drift  and  tendency  of  modern  scientitic  analysis  is  in  the  di- 
rection of  a  common  principle  of  life  for  both  man  and  animal. 
It  is  asserted  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  admitted  b}^  most 
well  informed  men,  that  ''no  series  of  facts  tendmg  to  the 
establishment  of  any  physical  truth,  is  more  complete  or 
more  conclusive  than  the  chain  which  connects  the  function 
of  the  brain  with  the  phenomena  of  mind."  Later  research 
has  shown,  -'that  a  functional-activity  of  the  soul-cells  exists 
in  the  lowest  one-celled  animals  as  vreW  as  in  the  highest  and 
many-celled,  in  the  Infusoria  as  well  as  in  man."  "Volition 
and  sensation,  the  universal  and  unmistakable  signs  of  soul-life 
may  be  observed  among  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter."  Some 
German  scholars  have  believed  and  taught  for  several  3'ears,  that 
**all  Infusoria  possess  nerves  and  muscles,  organs  of  sense  and 
soul,  as  well  as  the  higher  animals."  All  the  great  steps  of 
science  go  to  show  a  unity  in  the  world  in  all  its  parts,  one  law, 
and  a  vital  thread  running  through  all,  man  no  less  than  plant 
and  animal.  Prof.  Geo.  F.  Barker,  in  his  Lite  address  as  re- 
tiring- President  oi  tiie  American  Association  for  the  xVdvance- 
ment  of  Science,  in  lioston,  in  August,  1880,  shovred  that 
many  of  the  })heMomena  of  the  body  may  occur  outside  of  the 
body  as  well  as  within  it ;  that  mind  is  the  transmission  of 
physical  energy  in  the  organism. 

Dr.  Mossa,  of  Turin,  has  invented  a  machine  by  which  he 
can  measure  the  actions  of  the  mind,  telling  therel;itive  amount 
of  mental  power  expended  by  different  persons  in  the  same 
thought,  or  by  the  same  person  in  different  thoughts,  imagi- 
nations and  emotions.  Animal  an^l  vegetable  protoplasm  are 
shown  to  be  identical.  According  to  the  doctrine  of  evolution 
man  has  originated  naturally ;  as  an  individual  and  a  race  he 
has  come  gradual!}'  arid  througli  a  long  line  of  almost  inap- 
preciable changes,  from  a  simple  cell,  and  his  life  must  be 
analagous  to  all  other  life,  and  subject,  mentally  and  physically, 
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to  the  same  law  and  laws  of  gTowth.  It  can  be  shown,  more- 
over, that  man  conforms  mentally,  socially,  and  in  all  his  race, 
peculiarities  and  local  changes,  to  the  law  of  evolution. 

Nothing  in  Literature,  or  Music,  or  Art,  nothing  in  ]Mechan- 
ics,  Commerce  or  Government,  comes  miraculously  or  without 
preparation — some  forerunner,  as  it  were,  some  condition  or 
circumstance,  which  leads  to  it,  and  makes  it  possible. 

Whatever  theory,  therefore,  we  may  entertain  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  human  will,  and  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  man  is 
•capable  of  wonderful  deeds,  ^ve  are  obliged  to  admit  that  prac- 
tically man's  desires,  appetites,  and  social  and  physical  needs 
control  and  make  his  motives,  and,  through  them,  decide  his 
will,  give  bent  and  character  to  his  mind,  determine  his  acts, 
and  his  individual  and  social  destiny.  If  not  so,  why  are  we 
so  careful  as  to  what  mfluences  and  associations  our  children 
fall  into  when  we  would  have  them  virtuous,  moral  and  honor- 
ed meml)ers  of  societ}'?  We  do  indeed  jndge  a  young  man, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  by  the  family  he  comes  from,  or  the 
school  he  has  attended,  and  by  the  society  he  keeps. 

This  is  natural  and  reasonable,  and  proves  that,  whatever  the 
human  will  ma}'  or  may  not  do,  we  pi'actically  act  on  the 
principle  that  i\  man  is  the  chikl  of  nature,  and  we  can  pre- 
sumably calculate  his  acts  from  his  character,  his  opinions 
and  habits  from  the  race  or  ckiss  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
that  he  will  do,  in  the  main,  what  other  human  beings  would 
do  in  like  circumstances.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  thnt  all 
men  w^ould  act  precisely  alike  in  a  given  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances, because  all  are  not  constituted  precisely  alike, 
physically  or  mentally,  but  it  is  reasona1)]e  to  expect  that 
every  man  caught  in  a  burning  building  will  make  an  etlbrt  to 
escape  and  preserve  his  life.  A  man  might  choose  to  burn. 
It  is  true  men  do  connnit  suicide,  im[)el)ed  to  it  by  causes 
which  seem  to  them  sutiicient  excuse ;  and  statistics  show 
that  the  numl^er  who  do  commit  this  crime  in  a  given  tinie  and 
place  has  a  wonderful  regularity,  l)ears  a  delinite  relation  to 
the  popul:iiit)ii  and  coudiiioiis,  and  can  be  very  ne;\rly  fore- 
told. So  of  most  other  crimes,  lliey  bear  a  relation  to  the 
climate  and  to.  all  other  outward  and  operative  conditions. 
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There  are  more  crimes  against  persons  and  property  among 
the  inhabitants  of  river  banlvs  than  elsewhere.  Cities  have 
more  crimes  than  the  country.  War  exerts  an  immoral, 
deleterious,  influence  upon  a  community,  and  can  be  calculated. 

The  calculations  of  insurance  companies,  though  not  of 
course  perfectly  exact,  are  nevertheless  suliigently  accurate 
for  vast  and  safe  business  transactions,  and  men  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  risk  their  capital  and  labor  upon  the  tables  of  the 
statistician,  even  when  those  tables  are  liable  to  be  aflccted  by 
human  action.  The  probabilities  certainly  are  that  man  will 
do  that  which  it  is  for  his  interest,  all  things  considered,  to  do. 
It  is  one  of  the  laws  of  trade  that  men  will  buy  in  the  cheapest 
market,  other  things  being  cf^oal ;  and  it  certainly  holds  good 
in  a  general  sense  that  men,  all  men,  may  be  expected  to  do 
that  which  they  suppose  to  be  for  their  interest,  or  the  interest 
of  some  person  or  persons  concerned,  and  to  be  affected  by 
any  particular  act  or  series  of  acts.  It  is  true  men  diil'er  in 
their  judgments,  and  so  seem  to  act  diversely  and  contrary  to 
any  uniform  law.  Looked  at  su2)erhcially,  we  cannot  but  ad- 
mit the  appearance — we  must  recognize  diversity  of  human 
conduct ;  but  is  it  any  the  less  true  that  men's  dilfering  judg- 
ments and  acts  are  the  results  of  causes  and  spring  out  of  the 
conditions  which  arc  ever  various? 

"Invariability  of  consequence,"  remarks  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
*'does  not  mean  that  any  particular  sequences  are  invariable, 
but  only  that  there  must  always  be  some  sequence — that  it  is 
invariably  true  that  everything  which  happens  has  proceeded 
from  something  as  a  cause,  and  leads  to  somdhimi  as  a  conse- 
quence. *  *  The  abstract  possibility  of  foreseeing  mental  or 
physical  action  depends  on  the  proposition  that  \vhcre  all  the 
conditioils  of  mental  action  are  constant  the  resuliini*-  action 
will  be  constant  also.  *  *  If  we  knew  everything  that  deter- 
mines the  conduct  of  a  man,  we  should  be  able  to  know  what 
that  conduct  will  be.  *  *  In  proportion  as  we  arc  sure  of 
character,  in  the  same  proportion  we  are  sure  of  conduct. 
There  is  no  certainty  in  the  worki  of  Plr>-sics  more  absolute 
than  some  certainties  in  the  world  of  mind.  \\q  know  that 
.  a  humane  man  will  not  do  a  needlessly  cruel  action.  Wo 
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know  that  an  honorable  man  will  not  do  a  base  action.''  A 
man  who  is  weak  in  moral  principle  and  honesty,  may  become 
a  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law  when  placed  where  crime  is 
possible,  but  if  not  so  placed  may  escape  the  criminal  act  as 
clearly  as  thousands  of  others  do.  Some  other  man  than 
George  Washington  might  have  succeeded  equally  as  well,  if 
not  better,  at  the  head  of  the  American  armies  ;  many  might 
and  would  have  failed  ignominiously,  but  it  was  the  happy 
combination  of  the  occasion  and  the  man,  the  man  of  courage, 
determination  and  patience,  which  Washington  was,  that  en- 
abled him  to  become  the  distinguished  "father  of  his  country." 

It  would  not  be  true  to  say  that  xVbraham  Lincoln  and  Gen. 
Grant  were  the  on!}'  men  who  coukl  do  v;hat  they  did  iu  their 
time  and  place,  but  it  is  true  that  thej^were  fitted  for  the  par- 
ticular work  of  their  time  and  place.  In  some  other  circum- 
stances they  were  not  the  superiors  of  many  other  men. 
Individual  men,  great  and  small,  are  to  be  judged,  and  can 
be  truly  judged,  only  in  connection  with  their  circumstances, 
not  apart  from-4hem.  He  is  praiseworthy  who,  having  the 
ability  to  withstand  temptation  to  wrong,  withstands.  He  is 
blameworthy  if  he  yields.  Having  yielded,  shall  we  say  that 
he  had  the  al^ility  to  withstand,  but  did  not?  This  is  ^vhat 
society  assumes  of  every  criminal,  not  always  justly,  but  as- 
sumes it  on  ihe  groundilvdt  man  is,  or  should  be,  governed  by 
law—by  reason  and  the  rule  of  right ;  that  m;in,  every  man, 
is  influenced  and  governed  by  motives,  and  it  is  for  the  common 
good  to  restrain  man's  passions  and  evil  acts,  bringing  them 
to  a  uniform  standard. 

All  government  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  men  are 
substantial!}'  and  virtually  alike,  and  that  they  will,  for  like 
reasons  and  the  conunon  good,  have  regard  and  respect  for 
conventional  as  well  as  natural  law. 

But  I  have  not  time — I  should  wear}^  your  patience — to 
discuss  the  su'jject  in  all  its  phases  and  bearings.  It  is  a 
large,  imf)ortant,  interesting  subject.  I  am  })erfectly  well 
aware  thai  objections  v/ill  readily  arise  to  many  minds  because 
of  their  prepossessed  convictions.  It  will  not  disturb  me  if 
few  accept  or  appreciate  the  force  of  my  observations.  I 


ORGA^IZATIOX  OF  RCTLAXD  COUNTY,  VERMONT-  165 

make  them  in  the  interest  of  truth,  and  believe  that  the  truth 

r. 

will  ultimutely  prevail.  I  am  confident  I  do  not  mistake  the 
logic  of  increasing  science.  It  does  not  answer  to  call  it  hard 
names.  Suppose  it  to  bo  materialism?  if  materialism  includes 
the  nol)lest,  sweetest,  highest  and  purest  ideals  of  manhood 
and  womanhood,  the  dearest  sentiments  of  family  and  home  ! 
Hard  names  will  never  change  or  stay  the  progress  of  truth. 
If  all  Xalure,  the  universe,  with  its  wonderful  interplay  of 
forces  and  possibilities  of  life,  thought  and  love,  is  one,  link- 
ed together  in  all  its  parts,  by  the  same  vitalizing  law  of  force  ; 
it  matters  little  whether  men  call  it  matter  or  spirit,  it  is  the  . 
univei'se  just  the  same,  and  we  cannot  yet  see  and  measure  all 
its  lines,  angles  and  spaces.  Suffice  it  that  we  see  somewhat 
of  its  forms  and  methods. 

I  desire  to  add  but  a  word  or  two  more  ;  to  observe  con- 
cerning the  resnlts  which  tliis  view  of  man  and  his  affairs  is 
calculated  to  etfect,  which,  in  fiict,  it  has  already  produced  to 
a  considerable  extent, — and  I  remark  : 

First.  It  leads  us  to  think  charitably,  and  to  act  with  toler- 
ation, forbearance,  and  generosity  concerning  our  fellow  be- 
ings, es|)ecially  those  who  dilfer  from  us,  or  who  are  our  ene- 
mies politically,  religiously  or  personally .  If  men  are  every- 
where so  involved  in  the  meshes  of  their  environment,  in  their 
antecedents,  imeestral  ti'aditions,  inherited  dispositions,  inev- 
itable judgments,  and  whatsoever  goes  to  make  them  wl-at  they 
are  in  spite  of  themselves,  what  should  we  wonder  that  there 
are  diversities  of  views,  and  that,  as  in  the  case  of  our  South- 
ern countrymen  in  the  late  civil  war,  men  should  rush  to 
arms  to  defend  what  they  honestly  held  to  be  their  sacred  in- 
stitutions and  rights,  while  we,  Avith  equal  earnestness  and  de- 
votion to  our  views,  stood  u})  for  the  defence  of  ' freedom  and 
the  Union.  We  need  more  of  the  true  philosophy  of  Xature, 
to  cool  and  temper  our  passions,  moderate  our  judgments,  and 
(jive  patience  to  vrait  the  slow  on-coming  of  Nature's  great 
achiv'vement^.  Time  and  the  tbrces  men  have  been  wont  to 
call  Providence  will^  bring  the  millenium  hy  and  b}',  not  in 
our  day,  but  in  the  far  avray  future,  to  which  the  science  of 
ISi'ature  points. 
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I  would  observe  again,  in  the  second  place,  that  this  view 
of  Man  and  Xature  is  giving  history  a  new  importance  and 
character. 

Until  al30ut  the  middle  of  the  last  century  there  was  little 
that  could  properly  be  termed  history,  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  great  historians  of  our  time  view  it.  That  which  passed 
as  such  was  scarcely  more  than  personal  anecdotes,  trivial  de- 
tails, stories  of  kingly  rulers  and  remarkable  men,  annals  of 
battles,  chronicles,  romances  and  biographies.  These  things 
were  of  use  in  tiie  construction  of  history,  were  the  material 
out  of  which  it  grew,  but  could  hardly  be  termed  history  in 
its  modern  sense. 

In  our  modern  view,  history  is  much  more  than  the  doings 
of  the  great  men  who  have  lived.  It  takes  into  account 
the  people,  the  social  body,  the  state  of  civilization,  the  gov- 
ernment, laws,  institutions  and  complex  forces  which  are  more 
than  any  individual  ruler,  and  which  operate  to  make  or  un- 
make the  ruler.  The  nicrit  of  reforming  history  by  separating 
it  from  biograph}',  and  bringing  into  the  foreground  the  causes 
which  operate  to  make  a  people  or  a  nation,  Mr.  Buckle 
claims  for  the  two  eminent  Frenchmen,  ^Montesquieu  and  Vol- 
taire. The  latter,  he  claims,  was  the  greatest  historian  whom 
Europe  has  produced,  because  he  did  more  than  any  other  to 
purge  history  of  its  idle  conceits,  fanciful  legends  and  mirac- 
ulous myths.  But  he  was  greatly  assisted  in  his  work  l)y 
Montesquieu,  who,  with  others,  indicated  the  new,  and  growing 
thought  of  their  age, 

Montesquieu  had  such  a  contempt  for  the  details  of  courts, 
ministers  and  princes  that  he  related  the  reign  of  six  empe- 
rors in  two  lines.  He  subordin;ited  the  acts  of  individuals 
and  the  accidents  of  history  to  the  general  influences  of  socie- 
ty, holdinc:  that  no  great  alteration  could  be  eflected  except 
by  virtue  of  a  long  train  of  antecedents.  In  accordance  v/ith 
this  view  he  denied,  as  had  been  claimed,  that  the  ruin  of  the 
Bomnn  Eepublic  was  to  be  i^^cribcd  to  the  ambition  of  Cyv-:\v 
and  l^ompey.  He  held  aud  urged  that  the  Kepublic  was  ovcr- 
throv/n  by  decider,  l:irp:er  causes,  \vhich  lay  back  of  Ciusar  and 
Pompey  and  w^hich  made  Ccesar  and  Pompey.    By  his  meih- 
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od,  which  was  his  great  merit,  he  separated  biography  from 
history,  united  the  atlairs  of  man  with  the  science  of  external 
Nature,  and  anticipated  some  of  the  sublimest  inquiries  and 
attainments  of  modern  times. 

Her])ert  S[)encer  is  probably  the  most  prominent,  accom- 
plished and  saccessfid  exi)ounder  of  social  science,  and  the 
reign  of  hiw  universally,  who  is  now  living,  but  the  learned 
men  who  both  i-ead  and  adopt  his  views  are  becoming  more 
and  more  numerous  each  year.  Even  the  critics  of  ^Nlr.  Buck- 
le are  ol)liged  to  admit  the  essential  correctness  of  bis  funda- 
mental position,  quali fy i]ig  it  onl}'  as  the  later  developments 
of  science  and  the  law  of  evolution  must  inevitably  modify  all 
generalizations  made  before  every  pnrt  has  had  its  due  atten- 
tion. For  example,  ^Jr.  Buckle,  while  dwelling  to  a  great 
length  on  the  modifying  effects  of  external  influences  upon  hu- 
man life  and  action,  omitted  to  give  that  prominence  and  dis- 
tinct recognition  to  the  intuitive  elements  and  deeply  rooted 
organic  forces  which  a  later  philosophy,  has  claimed,  but 
which  are  not  disconsounnt  or  incompatible  with  Mr.  Buck- 
le's grand  facts  and  conchisions.  But  I  am  dwelling  uninten- 
tionally long,  and  will  close  right  here,  simply  remarking  that 
the  day  of  hero-worshi})  has  gone  l)y.  jNIen  of  genius  and 
power  ^^  ill  liold  their  places  in  public  esteem,  honor  and  influ- 
ence by  virtue  of  their  merit,  but  not,  as  formerly,  as  gods 
and  demi-gods,  because  the  people  were  blockheads  and  did 
not  thinly.  The  day  of  king-craft,  and  priest-craft,  and  boss- 
ism,  is  in  the  past.  The  new  conception  of  the  right  and  pow- 
er of  the  peoj^le  to  rule  themselves  and  appoint  their  own 
leaders  and  legislators,  building  up  the  State,  the  nation,  the 
home,  and  family,  agreeably  to  knowledge  and  natural  law,  is 
everywhere  getting  itself  revealed  and  accepted. 
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THE  LATE  DR.  SHELDON. 


BY  RKV.  J.  K.  WILLIAMS. 


Following  is  the  memorial  address  on  the  late  Dr.  Lorenzo 
Sheldon,  delivered  by  Eev.  J.  K.  Williams  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Eutland  County  Historical  Society  at  Castleton,  January 
13,1881: 

Dr.  Lorenzo  Sheldon,  son  of  ^ledad  and  Lucy  (Bass) 
Sheldon,  was  born  in  Kutland,  Vt.,  IVIay  8th,  1801.  He  was 
the  eldest  of  a  famih'  of  11  children,  consisting  of  five  sons 
and  six  daughters.  His  father  carried  on  a  larm  north  of 
wliat  is  now  known  as  West  liutland  village. 

The  subject  of  the  sketch  early  manifested  a  desire  for  a 
broader  culture  than  a  constant  devotion  to  the  firm  permit- 
ted ;  and,  having  a  taste  for  the  study  and  practice  of  medi- 
cine, the  way  wis  opened  for  his  entrance  upon  the  necessary 
preparation  for  that  profession.  lie  entered  the  Acjidcnn'  of 
Medicine  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  where  he  continued  his  sUidies 
until  his  graduation,  January  16th,  1820,  during  the  presi- 
dency of  Joshua  Bates.  After  completing  his  course  at  the 
medical  college  he  returned  to  his  native  place  and  commenc- 
ed study  and  practice  with  Dr.  Jonatlitm  Shaw,  with  whom 
he  formed  a  partnership.  This  connection,  however,  contin- 
ued only  about  one  year,  Avhen  Dr.  ShaAV  removed  to  Claren- 
don Springs,  leaving  young  Dr.  Sheldon  to  practice  inde- 
pendently in  his  chosen  field. 

He  soon  won  a  good  practice,  and  commanded  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  as  a  conscientious,  attentive,  intelli- 
gent and  skillful  phj^sician.  After  a  few  years'  practice,  in- 
ducements were  held  (;ut  to  secure  his  removal  to  '\\'add.ing- 
ton,  St.  Lawrence  county,  X.  Y.,  to  which  })lace  he  removed, 
in  the  year  ISi't).  Init,  tlioiigh  iie  hen^  entered  upon  a  good 
practice,  he  longed  for  his  old  home  and  friends,  and  was  per- 
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suacled  to  return,  which  he  did  in  1828,  having  been  absent 
but  two  years,  the  only  break  in  his  continuous  residence  in 
his  native  town.  On  his  return  he  entered,  with  all  the 
ardor  and  energy  of  his  nature  into  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  won  an  honored  position,  which  he  maintained  till 
death,  continuing  to  respond  to  the  Inst  to  calls  of  friends 
who  would  not  give  him  up,  tbouo-h  he  sought  relief  from  the 
fatigues  and  cares  of  ])ractice  as  the  infirmities  of  age  crept  on. 

In  the  year  1(S21>,  February  6,  Dr.  Sheldon  was  married  to 
jNIahala  Smith,  of  West  lAutland,  Of  this  marriage  were  born 
six  children — Sophronia  M.,  Darwin  Eush,  Lucy  Amorette, 
Charles  S.,  Lucy  L.,  Ilarley  G.  and  ^Liry  Kate,  only  two  of 
whom,  Lucy  and  Ilarley,  oui-vive  him. 

In  the  year  LS35  Dr.  Sheldon  entered  into  }>artnersliip 
with  Mr.  William  F.  Barnes,  and  commenced  the  mar])le  busi- 
ness, then  in  its  infancy.  At  one  time  this  company  owned 
the  entire  marble  deposit  extending  from  the  present  quarry 
of  Sheldons  &  Slason,  north.  Dr.  Slieldon,  at  a  later  date, 
became  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Sheldons  &  Slason,  con- 
tinuing bis  connection  with  this  firm  till  1805,  wlien  he  sold 
out,  and  ceased  to  have  any  connection  with  the  marble  busi- 
ness. But  he  continued  to  have  large  interests  in  real  estate, 
which  absorbed  a  con--i(leral)]e  portion  of  his  time  through  the 
reujainder  of  his  life.  AVhile  the  responsibilities  of  his  large 
marble  interests  were  upon  him,  he  sought  some  relief  from 
his  professional  duties,  and  hence  dui'ing  those  years  his 
practice  was  somev.hat  restricted. 

It  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Eev.  Amos  Drury  that  Dr. 
Sheldon  becnme  a  decided  Christian  man,  and  in  the  year 
182{>  he,  with  more  than  sixty  others,  was  received  into  tlie 
Congregational  church  of  his  native  place.  He  continued  a 
consistent  and  conspicuously  useful  member  of  this  cluirch 
through  life  ;  was  made  deacon  in  1805,  holding  that  oflice 
till  his  decease.  No  public  interest  lay  so  netir  his  heart  as 
the  inlerests  of  the  cliurch.  His  best  tltought  was  given  tv» 
her  welfare,  lie  was  untiring  in  service,  liberal  in  gifts, 
modest  but  iirm  and  [)rudent  in  couiisel.  lie  strove  lo  njain- 
tain  peace  ;  was  hopeful  and  charitable  ;  a  worker  and  friend  ; 
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unobtrusive  in  a  calm,  but  sought  for  and  trusted  in  a  storm. 
He  left  his  best  record  in  the  impress  he  made  upon  the  life, 
social  and  reh'gious,  of  two  generations,  whose  confidence  and 
respect  he  so  fully  won  and  uninterruptedly  held  through  his 
life. 

Dr.  Sheldon  early  became  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  tem- 
perance cause,  and  through  life  continued  to  give  his  influ- 
ence and  much  time  and  money  to  promote  this  reform.  He 
was  for  many  years  an  active  and  leading  member  of  an  or- 
ganization of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  which  flourished  for 
many  years  in  his  native  village.  He  retained  connection 
with  this  order  till  the  last,  attending  a  national  meeting  of 
the  order  in  A\'nshington,  L>.  C,  in  1878.  He  was  alsoPres- 
dent  of  the  Ivutla nd  County  Temperance  society  for  many 
years,  and  until  growing  infirmities  made  his  resignation  nec- 
essary. He  often  attended  the  meetings  of  the  National  tem- 
perance society,  of  which  he  was  vice-president  for  his  native 
State. 

In  1826  Dr.  Sheldon  became  a  member  of  the  I\Iasouic  fra- 
ternity, and  retained  his  interest  in  the  society  through  life. 
He  won  the  esteem  of  nil  witli  whom  this  connection  bruu£>'lit 
him  in  coritact,  and  was  promoted  to  an  hononible  place 
among  his  brethren. 

Such  are  some  of  the  n.ote worthy  facts  in  the  life  of  this 
strong  and  good  man.  But  Di'.  Sheldon's  strength  and  excel- 
lence did  not  consist  in  occasional  brilliant  achievciucnts.  He 
never  rode  hobbies.  He  >Vcis  no  adventurer.  His  was  :i  well- 
balanced,  well-devek:>ped,  rounded  manhood,  which,  v/hile 
presenting  no  very  striking  features,  was  strong  at  every 
point.  His  sovmd  jndgnient,  liis  caution,  his  patience  in  in- 
vestigation, his  great  firnmess,  and  withal  his  modesty,  gave 
to  his  conclusions  on  any  subject  great  weight  with  all  can- 
did men.  These  qualities  gave  his  opinions  great  weight  with 
his  medical  brethren.  They  fitted  him  for  a  wise  counsellor 
in  determining  all  the  d.ciifate  tind  ditiicult  questions  which 
agitate  our  complex  social  and  religious  life.  Choracterisiic- 
ail}'  deliberate  in  fornjing  o])inions,  or  adopting  a  course  of 
action,  and  modest  in  proflering  his  advice,  he  was  earnest, 
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vigilant,  determined,  persistent  almost  to  stubbornness,  in  de- 
fending his  position  when  once  chosen. 

While  he  took  a  very  active  interest  in  politics,  and  held 
very  decided  views  upon  all  the  great  questions  which  divide 
parties  and  often  fan  the  passions  of  weaker  and  narrower 
men  into  a  tlame,  Dr.  Sheldon  could  hold  his  position,  fear- 
lessly defend  his  views,  but  with  such  fairness  and  charity  as 
to  escape  the  charge  of  a  bitter  partisan,  and  retain  the  re- 
spect and  atlection  of  all. 

Such  characteristics  could  but  mark  him  for  an  earnest, 
honest,  unswerving,  luiobtrusive  Christian  gentleman,  whose 
presence  was  most  welcome  everywhere  ;  whose  example  in 
public  ;;nd  private  life  vras  most  valuable  as  an  educational  in- 
Huence  ;  who  became  ji  valued  friend  in  every  liimily. 

Every  good  cause  loses  an  active  friend  in  hi^  departure. 
He  did  his  great  work  in  a  quiet,  unambitious  way,  but  the 
poor  and  the  )'ich  rise  up  to  call  him  blessed.  His  own  and 
the  rising  generation  have  felt  his  influence  as  no  unimport- 
ant lactor  in  guiding  and'  determining  in  them  vrhatevcr  is 
true  and  pure  in  their  social  and  religious  life. 

Without  a  struggle  or  a  word  he  fell  asleep,  crossing  at  the 
same  time  the  threshold  from  secular  to  sacred  time,  and  from 
the  earthly  to  the  heavenh'  life,  at  12  o'clock  on  Sabbath 
morning,  September  5,  1880,  in  his  80th  year,  and  was  bur- 
ied amidst  the  universal  expressions  of  personal  loss  by  a  peo- 
ple who  had  known,  and  honored  and  loved  him  from  child- 
hood. 
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BURGOYNE'S  KETTLE. 


We  give  the  following  history  of  Burgoyne's  curap  kettle, 
from  a  paper  read  before  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Soci- 
ety, at  Castleton,  in  the  Congregational  chapel,  October  26, 
1880,  by  John  ^M.  Currier,  :\L  D.  Dr.  Currier  says  :— Mr. 
S.  tl.  Ivangdon,  of  Castleton,  Yt.,  has  claimed  to  have  had  in 
his  possession  the  old  iron  kettle  u>ed  in  Burgoyne's  army 
during  his  campaign  in  Xew  York  and  Yermont,  in  1777.  I 
have  taken  considerable  pains  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the 
matter,  and  Avill  state  to  this  society  the  result  of  my  investi- 
gations :  This  kettle  was  kept  in  Mr.  Langdon's  front  yard 
m:my  years  as  a  curiosity,  ;nid  there  I  saw  it  many  times  in 
187i>-7.  Tt  was  about  three  feet  in  diameter  at  the  top,  and 
I  sl]ould  judge  it  would  weigh  about  one  hundred  pounds. 
Th(^  fact  that  this  kcttio  was  in  his  possession  wns  known  to 
ahnost  e\('r}'body  ill  thi<  vicinity,  and  there  seemed  to  be  no 
<jmjsti>)n'  al)Out  its  identity.  ^Iv.  Langdon  is  one  who  has 
taken  more  than  an  average  interest  in  all  local  historical  mat- 
ters, ;md  preserved  t])is  relic  for  more  than  forty  years  with 
very  guarded  tenacity.  Between  1830  and  1840  he  cnrried 
on  n  hirge  busiiiess  in  town,  and  one  brancli  whicli  claimed 
In-  ai{er;tion  was  a  foundry.  He  is  now  abvait  75  years  of 
:iL^',  and  }>r>ssesses  a  fine  mcmoi'}'  of  earh'  events.  He  has 
<-\'er  been  considered  a  man  of  great  business  capacity. 

In  1;'^7  7  tin's  kettle  was  loaned  to  tlie  Bennington  Battle 
Monument  a>sociation,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition  at  the 
rt-ntennial  celebration  of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  August 
ii'.tli,  and  in  whose  custody  it  now  remains,  though  the  right- 
owner  i^  -till  :\rr.  S.  H.  J.angdon. 

Ab-i  of  the  l;te(s  T  hiw  v  obtained  from  Hon.  :Merritt  Clark, 
of  }*onlt  iH-y,  a  brotlier-in-iaw  of  ?^ir.  S.  11.  Langdon..  He  i< 
now  ahout  77  years  of  age.  He  had  a  brotlier  l.i\ ing  in  Paw- 
let  by  the  name  of  Horace.  Merritt  and  Horace  were  in 
eompanv  in  the  mtncantile  business  from  1825  to  1852. 
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These  brothers  were  accustomed  to  buy  old  iron,  and  bring  it 
to  Castleton  to  sell  to  Mr.  Langdon  to  melt  it  over.  Between 
1830  and  1840  Horace  Clark  bought  a  quantity  of  old  iron  of 
Col.  Osias  Clark,  of  Pawlet,  a  man  by  the  same  name,  but 
very  distant  if  any  connection  of  the  former.  Among  this  lot 
of  old  iron  was  this  kettle  of  Burgoyne's.  Mr.  Clark  sent  this 
lot  to  Mv.  Langdon,  at  Castleton,  with  the  request  to  keep 
out  the  Burgoyne  kettle,  for  he  might  want  it  back  some  time. 
jNlr.  Langdon  complied  v/ith  the  request. 

After  keeping  the  kettle  a  while,  Mr.  Langdon  thought  he 
would  mend  it,  it  hnvins^  broken  in  several  places  so  it  had 
become  useless.  Air.  Langdon's  house  was  situated  near  the 
old  fort  at  Castleton,  and  he  had  become  possessed  of  a  large 
quantity  of  the  grape  shot  found  in  that  locality  ;  so  he  melt- 
ed out  enough  of  these  shot  to  mend  the  Burgoyne  kettle  vv'ith. 
And  it  now  presents  a  very  respectable  appearance — a  Brit- 
ish kettle  mended  with  Yankee  grape  shot ! 

Col.  Osias  Chirk  bought  this  kettle  of  a  man  living  near 
the  battle  ground  at  Stillwater,  N.  Y.,  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  war  of  the  revolution.  He  used  the  kettle  n^any  years,  to 
boil  soap  in  and  for  other  purposes,  until  it  became  broken 
and  useless  ;  then  sold  it  for  old  iron. 

Hon.  ^lerritt  Clark  info]'ms  me  that  there  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  about  the  identity  of  the  kettle.  It  was  not 
then  prized  as  an  historical  relic,  there  being  plenty  of  others 
more  convenient  in  size  that  would  serve  for  mementoes. 
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FOR  THE  RUTLAKD  COUNTT  HISTOlilCAL  SOCIETY- 

A  RUDE  BALLAD  TO  FAIR  NESH-O-BE. 


Br  CHARLES  HOLLIXS  BALLAPiD. 
A  Native  of  Tixmouth,  Vt.,but  xow  a  Resident  of  North  Eastox,  Mass. 

Will  you  sing  our  own  Island,  and  seyeial  times 

Interweave  its  new  narae 'mong  your  rollicking  rhymes? 

Such,  iu  brief,  the  proposal;  and  when  'twas  declined 

'Twas  repeated  so  quick  that  I  altered  my  mind; 

For  I  saw  that  the  easiest  way  was,  for  me 

To  indiue  a  rude  Baliad  to  Fair  Xeshobe. 

But  what  could  I  write?  'Tis  but  little  I  know 

Of  my  theme,  and  my  muse  will  have  made  "a  poor  show!" 

For  she  hasn't  the  tact  much  of  little  to  make, 

And  Fegasus,  doubtless,  will  make  "a  bad  break!" 

Like  the  rrophet  I'm  forced  to  exclaim — "Woe  is  me!" 

For  I  know  next  to  nothing  ot  Fair  Neshobe. 

I  remember — for  students  at  times  will  abscond — 

That  I  once  took  a  row  across  "Castleton  Pond," 

£.  J,  II.,*  as  I  tliought.  would  say  '"no"  in  advance; 

So,  to  give  him  no  trouble,  T  gave  him  no  chance; 

But  I  sped  on  my  way,  like  the  famed  "wicked  iiea!" 

To  the  opposite  shore  beyond  Fair  Neshobe. 

I  passed  a  strani^e  island,  but  as  for  its  name, 

It  then  had  no  place  on  th.'  broad  scroll  of  Fame. 

It  contained  some  ten  aci^s,  perhaps — more  or  less; 

(This  is  not  inspiration,  but  simply  a  guess.) 

And  that  island,  from  all  save  adventurers  free, 

Was  tlie  same,  I  suspect,  as  the  Fair  Xeshobe. 

There  were  trees  here  and  there,  and  shnibs  plain  to  be  seen; 

And  Dame  Nature  was  weaving  a  carpet  of  green. 

But  thirty-two  \ears  have  flown  liurriedly  Ijy, 

Since  a  glimpse  of  the  island  I  "caught  on  a  fly!" 

And  the  trees,  shrubs  and  carpet,  then  pleasant  to  see, 

jMust  now  be  far  grander  on  Fair  Neshobe. 

And  a  row  across  "Castleton  Pond"  would  now  mean 

A  ride  most  dcjigiitfril  ou  f^ake  "•BoiJioscea" — 

Seven  or  eight  miles  in  lengtli,  and  two  wi'le,  I  siirmise ; 

Not  t!je  ride,  but  the  lake;  so  di^^miss  your  surprise! 


*Rev.  Edward  J.  Halleck,  Principal  of  Castleton  Seminary  tvom  1S39  to  18.56. 


ORGAXTZATION  OF  RUTLAND  COUNTY,  VERMONT. 

"Pleasant  Water" — the  Indian  was  right,  as  we'll  see — 

Inclosing:  with  crystal  the  Fair  Neshobe. 

''Pleasant  water" — what  words  more  briliianl  than  these? 

When  its  bosom  is  kissed  by  tha  frolicking  breeze ; 

Or  disturbed  when  the  boatmen  their  oars  rudely  ply. 

And  dissolve  the  clear  image  of  cloud  or  of  sky : 

Or  anon,  calm  and  sunny,  nnrufflud  and  free, 

When  it  mirrors  the  features  of  Fair  Xeshobe. 

'•P]easai)t  Water"'— en^consed  in  its  rock  bordered  bed ;  ' 

With  no  terrors  to  fill  the  beholder  with  dread ; 

But  with  scenery  enchanting,  disposed  here  and  there. 

Which  with  aught  seen  in  much-trareled  lands  will  compare 

While  its  loveliest  feature,  as  all  must  aoree. 

Is  its  beautiful  island,  the  Fair  Xeshobe. 

So  thelslnnd  I  sing,  t^.-hich  1  dimly  descry 
Throiigli  the  vi^ta  of  years  that  have  sped  swiftly  by. 
Since  the  truant  I  played,  while  the  teacher,  so  kind, 
— In  peace  doth  he  rest! — to  my  erring  was  blind; 
For  he  knew  the  rare  charm  that  impelled  me  to  flee 
O'er  the  water  where  nestles  the  Fair  Neshobe. 

What  enjoyment  it  yields  for  each  care-burdened  guest! — 

At  morn  recreation,  tlie  purest  and  best; 

At  noon,  when  its  harbor  so  welcome  is  made, 

A  siesta  refreshing  beneath  its  cool  shade : 

And  at  eve  there's  no  resi)ite,  as  all  will  agree, 

Like  a  rest  'mid  the  bowers  of  Fair  Xeshobe. 

Evermore  may  it  honor  its  well-chosen  name:  — 
May^  its  healing  balm  prove  its  sure  passport  to  Fame, 
While  bestov/ing  fresh  vigor  and  Health's  ruddy  glow, 
Like  the  "Medicine-man"  of  the  '*Long,  Long  Ago," 
When  alone  '"the  pvjor  Indian/"  then  liaj^py  and  free. 
In  his  light  canoe  paddled  'round  Fair  Xcsho})e. 

liare  Retreat!  where  our  niauitold  wants  can  be  met — 
Where  the  business-man  every  dull  care  may  forget; 
Where  the  invalid,  weary,  despondent,  distressed, 
'Along  its  health-breathing  bowers,  encouraged,  may  rest: 
While  the  longings  of  Fl(MSure"s  declared  devotee. 
Can  be  satisfied  fully  at  Fair  Xeshobe. 

So  a  Ballad  so  rude  to  an  Island  so  Fair! 
And  tho'  never  his  song  with  his  tfieme  can  C(mipare, 
Yet  the  siii.:r«-'r,  iugloi'iou-.  sume  strain  may  have  sung, 
Some  wol\1,  lirly  ciiosen,  let  tali  from  his  tongue. 
That  shall  keep,  wIuIl-  the  on-coming  years  swittly  flee, 
Both  the  Name  and  the  Charm  of  the  Fair  Neshobe. 


'  176  "CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  OF  THE 


RUTLAND  C0UNTY--25  TOWNS 


LIST 

POPCLATION- 
1S70. 

POPCLATTO>!-. 
ISSO. 

Benson,  -  -  - 

  8,001.73 

-  -  1,244 

-  1,104. 

_ 

-  -  3,571 

_  _ 

-  3,280. 

Ca:>tletou,  -  - 

  10,053.02 

- 

-  -  3,243 

_ 

-  2,605. 

Chittenden,  - 

  3,462.45 

_ 

-  -  802 

-  1,092. 

Clarendon,  - 

  9,698.75 

-  -1,273 

_ 

-  1,105. 

Danby,  

 ■  5,578.16 

-  -  1,319 

_  _ 

-  1,202. 

Fair  Haven,  - 

  10,542.97 

_  _ 

-  -  2,208 

_  - 

-  2,211. 

Hub  bard  ton, 

  3.566.36 

_  _ 

-  -  606 

_  _ 

533. 

Ira,  

  2,217.75 

_  _ 

-  -  413 

_  _ 

479. 

Mendon,  -,- 

  2,225.47 

_  _ 

-  -  612 

629. 

Middlelown, 

  3.643.04 

_  _ 

-  -  777 

_  _ 

823. 

Mount  Holly, 

-  -  -  5,766.27 

_  _ 

-  -  1,582 

_  _ 

-  1,390. 

Mount  Tabor, 

  1,736.90 

_  _ 

~  -  301 

_  _ 

495. 

Pawlet,  

6,336.68 

-  -  1,505 

_  _ 

-  1,696. 

Pitt.^iiold,  -  - 

  1,671.03 

_  _ 

-  -  482 

—  _ 

555. 

Pittsford.   -  - 

  13, 322. OS 

-  - 

-  -.2,127 

-  - 

-  1,683. 

Poultney,  -  - 

-  -  -     lU,  i  0U.5c 

-  -  6, bob 

2,(1/. 

Rutland,     -  - 

  990.039.92 

-  -  9,834 

_  _ 

-  12,149. 

Sherburne.  - 

-  -  -  1,621.67 

-  -  462 

450. 

Shrcwsl)ury, 

  5, i!^68. 97 

-  -  1,145 

-  1,235. 

Sudbury,    -  - 

  2,958.54 

-  -  eol 

562. 

Tinmouth, 

-  -  -  2,355.67 

-  -  589 

532. 

Wallin^'ford, 

  13,810.84 

-  -  2,023 

-  1,846, 

Wells, ■  

  2,604.26 

-  -  713 

665. 

West  Haven, 

2,770.0y 

-  -  483 

492. 

Total  -  - 

-  $1,139,294,85 

40,651 

41,830. 

Several  of  the  towns  in  Rutland  county  have  had  their 
names  changed  since  their  incorporation.  Brandon  was  orig- 
inally called  Xeshobe  ;  Clarendon,  Socialboro  ;  part  of  Chit- 
tenden, Philadelphia  ;  Mount  Holly,  Jackson's  Gore  ;  ■Mount 
Tabor,  Ha r wick  ;  Mendon,  Medvray  and  Parkhurstown  :  and 
Sherburne,  ICiilington. 
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THE  HISTORICAL  VALUE  OF  MOxNUMENTS. 


AX  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETY,  AT  CASTLETOX,  VT.,  OX  THURSDAY,  • 
JANUARY  15,  1881. 

By  Hexry  Clark,  of  Kutlaxd,  Yt.* 


Mr,  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  is  a  subject  of  cougi  citulution  that  an  instil  at  ion  lias 
been  organized  as  the  Rutland  County  Historical  Society, 
which  is  so  well  calculated  to  preserve  the  mementos  of  the 
past,  when  as  yet  there  are  some  of  the  clescendacUls  uf 
the  *'race  of  yore"  who  can  give  narrative  and  tradition  of  the 
stirrinc^  and  interesting  events  which  attended  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  county  and  State.  The  advantage  of  its  ex- 
istence should  be  appreciated  in  the  period  when  'diistory  has 
been  makinir  so  fast,"  when  "in  an  age  outages  telling"  events 
dail}'  transpire  which  seem  destined  to  mould  the  future  of 
our  nation  and  of  this  continent,  and  many  of  which  will 
doubtless  be  to  future  scholars,  historians  and  antiquarians  the 
subject  of  diligent  study  and  research. 

I  have  thouofht  it  not  unfitting  in  these  days  of  memorials 
to  present  for  your  consideration,  "The  value  of  hi>torical 
monuments." 

It  is  allotted  to  some  men,  and  to  some  generations,  to 
achieve  <rreat  deeds,  and  to  others  to  record  and  earner  the 
memories  of  them  in  fitting  treasuries  for  bright  example  in 
the  future. 

The  historian,  like  the  bard  of  old,  is  charged  with  the  of- 
fice of  so  recalling  the  achievements  of  the  past,  that  they 
shall  incite  those  whom  he  addresses  to  equally  high  endeavor. 
Scarcely  less  valuable  service  do  they  render  vAio  collect  and 

'[To  ihm.  Ilcary  Ciark:  wiu  iar^'cly  aiiJ  ci:!fily  Uue  the  success  of  the  Ceuleiuiial  CcU;!jrallan, 
the  exercises  of  which  have  appeared  la  the  preceding  pages  of  this  volmue.— Pt'iii.lSHicH.] 
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preserve  historic  muterials  for  the  use,  in  after  times,  of  the 
gifted  few  who  shall  cull  from  them  precious  an.^  enduring 
lessons  of  wisdom. 

The  existing  memorials  of  our  country's  early  periods, 
viewed  in  relationshi})  to  the  people,  their  importance  to  his- 
tory, their  intluence  on  national  character,  their  present  con- 
dition, and  the  need  of  their  preservation  from  ruin  and  decay, 
is  the  more  inmiediate  sul)ject  of  consideration. 

In  the  study  of  history,  hardly  any  one  can  fail  to  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  as  in  that  of  an  individ- 
ual, earlv  associ:itions  and  memories  have  a  i>reat  and  control- 
ing  power.  The  loves  and  hatreds,  the  aspirations  and  hopes, 
indeed  may  say  the  prevailin.g  genius  and  character,  of  al- 
most an\'  pt'Ople  may  generally  be  traced  to  their  origin  far 
back  -  in  the  early  beginning  of  that  nation's  history.  The 
Golden  ^V(»e,  to  ^vhich  humanity  has  so  often  loved  to  look 
back,  with  vain  regret  and  yet  with  pride  and  glory,  enshrines 
the  memory  and  conception  of  early  leaders  and  founders,  to 
whom  in  all  its  later  career  the  nation  looks  as  examples  and 
guides.  The  love  of  country  in  a  citizen  is  almost  insepar- 
ably interwoven  with  that  country's  history  ;  and  expresses 
itself  evermore  in  connection  with  the  great  men  and  great 
events  that  have  given  to  the  nation  its  reminiscences  and  its 
charactei-. 

It  none  the  less  true  that  a  community  may  sink  and  de- 
cay so  that  these  things  lose  their  power.  When  fiith  and 
justice  arc  gone,  when  a  })eo[)le  are  given  over  to  the  love  of 
luxury  and  gold,  then  indeed  no  historic  memories  can  again 
quicken  to  nobleness  and  life  ;  but  who  shall  deny  that  one 
great  instrument*employed  by  Providence  to  maintain  integ- 
rity and  virtue  among  nations,  and  so  to  uphold  them  as  long 
as  possible  from  ruin,  is  this  elevating  influence  thai  springs 
from  the  memory  of  a  nol)le  past.  * 

In  the  present  day  we  in  America  have  looked  but  little  to 
the  past  and  much  to  the  present  and  future.  In  this  v,-e  are 
partlv  v/ibc  and  w  e  are  i);!-niy  unwise.  \Ve  are  wise,  in  so  i'liv 
as  we  thus  learn  an  indep/eiidence  of  the  spirit  which  cleaves 
to  by -gone  institutions,  that  worships  the  maxims  and  ar- 
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rangements  of  antiquity.  We  are  unwise,  in  so  far  as  we 
turn  away'  from  the  remembrance  of  the  early  history  and 
spirit  of  our  people,  and  forget  the  lessons  we  ought  to  re- 
member and  love. 

We  dwell  so  much  on  our  cominsi:  neatness — this  broad 
land,  stretching  from  ocean  to  ocean,  our  vast  immigration, 
our  might}'  grain  clad  prairies,  our  mountain  mines  of  gold 
and  silver,  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures,  ships, 
canals,  railroads,  telegraphs,  telephones,  all  pressing  upon  us 
in  the  present,  and  promising  material  greatness  in  the  future— 
that  we  have  no  time  and  no  thought  to  give  to  the  past. 
"Let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead,"  is  the  cry.  -'We  must 
live  iu  the  future.  Thl;^  is  au  age  of  steam  and  telegraph, 
and  we  can  not  stay  to  look  back." 

Xay,  not  so.  Whence  sprung  our  greatness?  How  came 
we  to  this  age  of  progress,  this  future  of  promise?  Is  it  not 
the  outgrowth  of  those  days  \^-hen  we  were  few  and  feeble, 
poor  and  struggling,  yet  rich  and  strong  and  glorious  in  im- 
pulses 6f  nobleness  and  faith  ?  Let  us  beware  how  we  lose 
the  memories  of  the  past,  lest  v\'e  lose  its  spirit  also,  and  if  so, 
then  alas  for  our  golden  prospects,  and  our  lot\y  hopes  ! 

It  has  been  most  truly  and  forcibly  said  by  a  Xew  England 
writer,  that  "We  have  an  advantage  over  all  nations,  ii^  being- 
able  to  trace  our  history  from  the  beginning.  We  have  no 
fabulous  age  ;  but  it  has  more  romance  in  it  than  an;v  that  has 
ever  been  written."  AVhat  a  novel  and  peculiar  feature  is 
this  in  our  national  life.  Xo  mists  of  gray  antiquit}'  limit  our 
retrospect ;  no  dim  uncertainty  hides  from  our  view  the  ear- 
ly development  of  Arnerican  civilization.  We  alone  of  all 
the  earth's  great  nations,  are  tihle  to  read  page  by  page,  the 
authentic  record  of  our  planting  and  our  growth. 

What  a  herita^'e  have  we  as  a  nation  !  Our  old  heroes  are 
no  demi-gods,  clothed  iu  Plutonian  armor,  and  riding  en- 
chanted steeds.  They  were  meek,  of  like  passions  with  us, 
stron<j  only  in  tlieir  fiith  in  Ood  and  liberty.  Tliey  were  our 
fathers  and  grandfathers,  and  '^their  sepulchres  are  with  us 
unto  tliis  dav."  Their  battleiields  lie  around  us;  the  works 
thrown  up  by  their  hands  we  may  behold,  and  we  may  pre- 
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serve  if  we  will.  Shall  we  do  so?  Or  ^hall  we  forget  it  all, 
and  let  the  winds  and  rain  and  the  frost  obliterate  the  memo- 
rials of  our  heroic  age?  Does  it  not  seem  one  of  the  high  du- 
ties tind  privileges  of  the  American  citizen  to  preserve  what- 
ever is  left  to  us  of  those  hallowed  scenes  ?  Far  be  it  from  us 
to  speak  the  praises  of  the  heroic  past,  and  yet  overlook  its 
spirit,  as  is  so  often  done  among  nations  that  cling  to  the 
i'orms  of  antiquity.  But  does  it  not  indicate  and  propagate 
an  ungrateful,  unhallowed  neglect  of  the  great  deeds  of  our 
father>,  for  us  lightly  to  sutler  the  memorials  of  what  they 
did  to  })ass  away  in  oblivion?  Is  it  not  worse  still,  far  worse, 
that  commerce  and  modern  improvements  should  presume, 
with  vandal  hands,  to  destroy  these  relics  of  our  glory? 

This  has  been  done,  alas,  too  often.  AVhere  are  Dorches- 
ter Heights,  whence  tirst  "W^ishington,  by  strange  providen- 
tial aid  of  tem[)est  and  storm,' forced  Howe  to  abandon  Bos- 
ton? How  can  an  American  answer  that  they  have  been  lev- 
elled down  to  make  way  for  ''modern  improvements."  Where 
is  the  residence  of  John-  Hancock?  It  has  given  place  to  a 
brown  stone  palace,  which  stands  a  dark  reproach  to  Boston, 
*^a  hissing  and  an  abomination"  to  every  true  American. 
Where  is  the  old  City  Hall  of  Xew  York,  where  AVashington 
took  the  oath  as  the  first  President  of  tlie  Kepublic?  Xoth- 
ing  remains  save  the  stone  of  its  balcony  on  which  he  stood, 
which  has  been  placed,  with  a  suitable  inscription,  in  the  en- 
trance hall  of  Bellevue  hospital.  Hov/  can  we  confess  that 
this  building,  in  one  view,  the  birthplace  of  tlie  Government 
of  the  United  States,  was  torn  down  by  sacrelegious  hands? 

I  need  not  allude  to  the  historic  character  of  almost  the 
whole  of  this  immediate  section,  so  full  of  associations  of  the 
most  romantic  character;  yet  with  the  exception  of  the  monu- 
ment at  Hul)bardton,  and  the  one  marking  the  site  of  the  old 
forts  at  Pittsford,  there  are  scarcely  any  memorials.  It  is 
not  only,  howe\'er,  around  this  section  that  associations  of  our 
history  aboun<l.  No  p.'irt  of  the  country  pcrha])s  is  so  rei)lctc 
vv'ith  meuiorics  a>  the  bLiiilcs  of  Lake  Cbam|)iain  and  Lake 
George-  In  this  region  of  the  northern  lakes  we  have  abun- 
dant reminiscences  of  three  separate  periods  of  our  nation's 
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danger  and  deliverance — the  old  Freneh  war,  the  stru<i-,L:le  of 
the  Kevohition,  and  the  war  of  1812. 

The  woods  from  Ticondoroga  to  tlie  head  of  Lake  George 
are  tilled  with  grass  grown  earthworks,  chielly  thiowii  n[>  hy 
the  English  and  Colonial  forces  under  Abercronihic^  on  their 
march  to  the  terrible  assault  on  Ticonderoga,  in  IT.VS.  The 
site  of  the  old  magazine  at  Fort  AVilliani  Ilemy  and  the  gar- 
rison well  at  Caldwell  are  in  a  neglected  state.  Hlled  np  with 
debris  of  years.  Foi't  Edward  is  no  exception  to  the  rule 
that  our  old  memorials  are  sadly  neglected.  It  is  a  marked 
illustration.  A  stran<2er  casually  visitinii"  the  site  of  the  old 
fort  would  probably  never  suspect  the  fact,  unless  he  were  in- 
formed. At  Ticonderoga,  although  it  is  even  })ossibU^  to 
stand  where  Ethan  Allen  stood  when,  ''in  the  name  ot'  the 
Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  Congress,"  he  (h^manded 
the  surrender  of  that  already  historic  and  hard  won  j_)OSl, 
yet  this  doubly  interesting  spot  is  disappearing  under  the 
ravages  of  time  and  the  more  cruel  ravages  of  liuman  hands. 
The  frost  loosened  stones  of  historic  Ticonderoga  are  being 
wrought  into  the  fences  of  the  neighboring  farms.  The  Avant 
of  historic  interest  among  our  people  is  a  shame  and  a  re- 
proach. In  the  dark  ages  and  dark  places  of  tlie  world,  this 
iiXnorance  and  neglect  is  to  be  moiu-ned  over  while  it  cannot 
be  censured  ;  but  what  shall  be  said  of  it  in  free  and  enlight- 
ened America  I  At  i^hittsburgh  we  tind  the  scene  of  the 
tierce  four  days  straggle  on  the  Sarannac  in  1814,  and  of 
McDonongh's  victory  on  the  Lake.  No  monument  or  me- 
morial worthy  of  either  of  these  events,  so  important  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  I 

Time  will  not  allow  any  further  allusion  to  the  historic  as^ 
sociations,  save  one,  which  stands  next  to  Ikumirjgton  and 
Ilubbardton  in  historical  interest.  To-day  we  assemble  on 
oround  moistened  by  the  blood  of  the  Kevolution,  and  it  is 
fitting  for  us  to  hold  it  in  some  remembrance.  xVlmost  in 
si2*ht  of  this  place  is  a  spot  worthy  to  be  marked  as  a  me- 
morial of  our  country's  liistory,  and  unto  us  is  left  the  per- 
formance of  a  long  rseglected  duty. 

Castleton  was  an  important  point  for  the  collection  of  troops 
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during  the  Eevolationary  war.  A  fort  was  built  near  the 
corner  of  the  highu'ay  leading  north,  and  opposite  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  S.  H.  Langdon.  It  was  near  this  spot  that 
the  skirmish  occurred  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Plubbard- 
ton,  when  Capt.  John  Hall  was  killed.  This  event,  and  the 
killinir  and  burial  of  a  ^Ir.  Williams,  are  so  familiar,  and  a 
matter  of  common  history,  that  I  will  not  detain  you  with  a  re- 
hearsal of  the  storj'.  Some  of  the  more  prominent  of  the 
Green  Mountain  boys — Ethan  and  Ira  Allen,  Seth  Warner, 
Eemcmber  Baker — frequently  quartered  and  counselled  here 
relative  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  young  inde- 
pendent ^fountain  Ivepublic,  and  man}^  of  tlie  details  of  their 
plans  were  here  mapped  out.  Arlington  and  Cnstleton  may 
be  truly  said  to  have  been  the  headquarters  of  the  soldiers 
and  slatesmen  of  Vermont  of  that  period.  Here,  too,  were 
assembled  with  their  regiments  some  of  theRevolutionary  army, 
among  whom  was  Benedict  Arnold.  I  have  in  my  possession 
a  commissic)!!  as  Ca})tain  given  to  Xoah  Lee,  in  the  handwrit- 
ing and  signed  by  Arnold  as  Colonel.  Surely  the  spot  where 
such  gallant  men  counselled,  and  some  fought  and  died — a 
spot  consecrated  by  patriotic  blood — demands  recognition  at 
our  hands,  and  no  longer  should  the  obligation  laid  upon  us, 
as  descendants  of  these  men,  be  delayed.  Let  us  at  once 
commence  the  work,  and  thus  honor  their  memories  and  ful- 
til  a  patriotic  duty. 

One  hundred  years  ago  the  coming  autumn,  councils  and 
scenes  were  transpiring  nt  that  little  fort  pregnant  with  the 
weal  or  woe  of  the  young  republic  of  Vermont.  Here  prac- 
tically was  settled  whether  A'ermont  should  retain  her  inde- 
pendence or  give  her  allegiance  to  the  Britisli  Crown.  The 
o-reat  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  of  Ver- 
mont which  created  such  alarm  in  Congress  and  among  the 
settlers,  have  now^  become  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  State. 
Indeed  in  this  transaction  the  ])ersonal  safety  of  the  manag- 
ers of  the  alfair,  hs  well  as  the  safety  of  the  independence  of 
the  Sl;Uc.  came  near  iinding  a  comuKHi  grave,  and  the  escape 
was  almost  miraculou>.  Perhaps  a  brief  sketch  of  this  trans- 
action, with  what  occurred  here,  may  be  of  interest,  as  well  as 
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an  additional  incentive  to  place  a  riicmoria]  on  the  .site  of  the 
old  fort. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Georire  Germain  to  Sir  Fjcni'v  Clinton, 
dated  Fel)rnary  7,  1781,  had  been  intercepted  by  the  French, 
taken  to  Paris,  and  there  fell  into  the  handy  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  our  minister  at  that  comt,  who  sent  it  to  Conuress 
— and  Congress  ordered  it  to  be  printed.  It  spoke  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  peo])le  of  Vermont  to  their  allegiance  as  an  event 
of  the  mostJmportance  to  the  king  and  his  affairs  ;  and  if 
the  French  and  Washington  really  intended  an  irruption  into 
Canada,  may  l)e  considered  as  opposing  an  insurmountable 
bar  to  the  attempt.  This  letter  had  the  etlect  to  set  Con- 
gress'thinkitig  what  tlicv  should  do  to  keep  Vei'mont  in  the 
traces  :  but  presented  nothing  tangible  as  to  what  slie  hiid 
done.. 

Soon  after  this,  in  September,  1781,  Ira  Allen  and  Joseph 
Fay  met  the  British  commissioners,  in  pursuance  with  a  pre- 
vious arrangement,  in  secret  conclave  at  Skeensboro  (White- 
hall) to  perfect  theii-  negotiations,  and  renew  the  armistice. 
The  foim  of  government  for  Vermont  after  she  should  be- 
corne  a  British  Colony  was  talked  up,  and  this  was  all  ac- 
ceded to.  The  Governor  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  king, 
and  the  Legislature  by  the  people.  The  British  commission- 
ers then  proposed  to  arrest  sonje  of  the  leading  Whigs  in  the 
State  who  w^ere  the  most  violent  against  the  English  govern- 
ment. That  \vas  a  hard  nut  for  Allen  and  Fay  to  crack,  and 
at  the  same  time  satisfy  the  commissioners  of  their  (Idelity  to 
the  interests  of  the  Crown.  But  this  they  got  along  w^th  by 
saying  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  sj)irit  of  the  armistice,  and 
that  every  movement  of  tliat  sort  w^ould  be  likely  to  excite  a 
spirit  that  must  be  conciliated  before  a  completion  of  the  ob- 
ject wished  for.  The  British  conmiissioners  thereupon  gave 
this  point  up,  and  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  Vermont.  They 
then  insisted  that  Vermont  should  declare  itself  a  British  Col- 
on\\  and  proposed  that  she  should  raise  two  regiments  ol" 
men,  to  be  otliccrcd  by  cert;iin  men  in  the  State,  with  a  Brig- 
adier commanding,  muster  them  into  the  British  service,  and 
join  them  in  an  ex})edition  to  Albany.    That  -^vas  a  harder 
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nut  stiil ;  ]>ut  they  told  the  British  commissioners  that  there 
were  mtiny  strong  Whigs  in  the  State,  mixed  up  with  the  ties 
of  relationship  and  various  other  interests,  and  to  change  the 
disposition  and  temper  of  such  men  was  the  w'ork  of  time,  and 
they  required  indulgence  and  moderation  and  the  blessings  of 
repose  under  the  armistice.  This  and  other  ingenious  ar- 
guments got  over  this  demand ;  but  the  commissioners  then 
insisted  that  Gen.  ilaldeman  should  issue  his  proclamation, 
offering  to  confirm  Vermont  as  a  Colony  of  the  Crown  ;  that 
an  army  s])unkl  come  up  tlie  Lake  and  distribute  them,  and 
measures  be  taken  for  common  defence.  This  w^as  agreed  to, 
rather  than  have  the  armistice  broken,  and  they  separated  on 
terms  of  friendship,  with  the  secret  boxed  up  and  the  armis- 
tice prohn^iged. 

The  next  month,  October,  1781,  Gen.  Roger Enos,  then  be- 
ing in  connmmd  of  the  troops  at  Castleton,  by  Governor  Chitten- 
den was  entrusted  with  the  secret  of  the  armistice.  Gen.  St. 
•  Leger  was  quartered  at  Ticonderoga  with  a  large  force,  and 
Gen.  Enos  and  the  whole  frontier  was  entirely  at  his  mercy, 
but  through  the  good  offices  of  Gov.  Chittenden  and  the  two 
Aliens,  the  British  returned  to  Canada,  into  winter  quarters, 
and  tlie  Vermont  troops  to  their  homes.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  Sergeant  Tupper  was  killed  by  one  of  St.  Leger's  scouts. 
Gen.  St.  Leger  decently  buried  the  body,  sent  his  clothing  to 
Gen.  Enos,  witli  an  0})en  letter  to  Gov.  Chittenden  in  writ- 
ing', making  an  apology  for  killing  him,  saying  "his  picket 
not  knowing  the  situation."  As  the  letter  was  not  sealed,  its 
contents  became  known  among  the  officers  and  men.  Gen. 
Enos  and  Cols.  Fletcher  and  Walbridge  v.  rote  at  once  to  Gov. 
Chittenden,  who  was  attending  upon  the  Legislature  then  in 
session  at  Charlestown,  and  sent  express  by  Simeon  Hath vs^ay. 
The  bearer  of  these  letters,  not  being  in  the  secret,  detailed 
the  Castleton  news  about  Sergeant  Tupper,  and  presently  the 
whole  Legislature  were  awake  to  the  subject.  The  letters 
were  delivered  to  the  Governor,  and  crowds  thronged  aroimd 
hiiu  to  licar  tlie  nev\'s.  The  Governor  opened  one  of  them, 
but,  tinding  th.it  il  contained  private  as  well  as  public  intelli- 
gence, read  it  to  himself,  and  during  some  high  words  that 
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took  place  just  at  that  moment  between  Ira  Allen  and  Major 
Runnels,  of  Xevv  Hampshire,  ''some  change  of  letters  took 
place,"  sajs  Allen,  -'^between  the  Governor  and  Messrs. 
Brownson  and  Fassett,  who  were  in  the  secret  and  next  to  the 
Governor."  This  altercation  between  Allen  and  Eunnels 
took  the  attention  of  the  crowd  from  the  letters. 

Governor  Chittenden  lost  no  time  in  assembling  the  Board 
of  War  at  his  room,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  secret,  and  hap- 
pened to  be  present.  And  the  only  alternative  that  present- 
ed itself  to  pacify  the  Legislature  and  the  crowd,  and  save 
the  State  and  its  managers  from  imminent  ruin,  w^as  to  make 
out  a  new^  set  of  letters  from  Gen.  Enos,  Cols.  Fletcher  and 
bridge,  and  have  them  read  in  the  council  and  assembl}-  as  the 
originals,  which  was  done  ;  they  were  then  returned  to  the  Gov- 
ernor. These  letters  were  a  copy  of  the  originals,  except  that 
portion  of  them  relating  to  the  negotiations,  whicli  was  left  out. 
The  Board  of  War  on  assembling  at  once  sent  for  Nathaniel 
Chipman,  of  Tinmouth,  as  counsel,  and  let  him  into  the  se- 
cret, and  it  is  said  that  he  advised  the  course  taken  and  pre- 
pared the  bogus  letters  which  were  read.  At  this  critical 
hour,  providentially,  as  treason  was  snuiied  and  the  excite- 
ment intense,  the  news  of  the  foil  of  Lortl  Cornwallis  was  re- 
ceived, and  presented,  in  the  general  joy,  a  new  and  re- 
deeming aspect  in  the  whole  affair,  and  pri^'ate  jealousicb  and 
public  com})laints  were  at  once  a1)sorbed  in  the  mutual  o\'er- 
llow  of  heart  and  glee  of  patriotic  ex})ression  indulged  in  by 
all. 

Col.  Ira  Allen  and  ]^Iajor  F assett  inunediately  sent  a  com- 
munication, by  a  private  messenger,  to  the  British  commis- 
sioners at  Ticonderoga,  where  he  arrived  the  next  morning. 
xVUen  and  Fay  in  their  letter  adroitly  referred  to  the  former 
neo'otiations,  mentioned  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Cornwal- 
lis, and  the  effect  and  change  it  had  produced  upon  the  peo- 
ple, and  under  these  cii'cumstances  ''thought  it  improper  to 
publish  the  proposed  proclamation''  of  Haldeman.  About  an 
hour  after  tlie  arrived  of  this  messenger  at  Ticonderoga,  an 
express  also  arrived  from  the  south  to  St  Leger,  containing 
the  new^s  of  the  disaster  of  Cornwallis,  and  before  night  old 
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Ti  Wiis  evacuated,  and  the  array  often  tho\Lsand  British  sol- 
diers which  had  been  held  in  a  state  of  comparative  inactivi- 
ty for  more  than  a  year,  were  sailing  down  Lake  Champlain 
for  the  last  time,- on  their  way  to  Canada.  After  such  mo- 
mentous effects  and  happy  results,  the  secret  negotiations 
were  closed  forever. 

]\Iany  doubts  have  been  cast  upon  the  authenticity  of  this 
transaction,  but  in  the  light  of  history  its  reality  and  truth 
have  been  revealed.  Criticisin  both  at  home  and  more  espe- 
cially abroad  has  been  sharply  made,  yet  whatever  may  have 
been  the  moral  view  of  the  matter,  it  saved  the  little  inde- 
pendent commonwealth,  and  brought  it  into  adhesion  to  the 
confederacy  of  States,  instead  of  to-day  being  a  part  of  the 
widely  extended  British  empire. 

Its  propriety,  even  with  a  public  enemy,  has  been  severely 
questioned.  That  they  were  deceived  there  is  no  doubt,  for 
all  the  evidence  is  against  the  idea  that  Governor  Chittenden 
and  his  confidential  associates  were  sincere  in  their  confer- 
ence with  the  British  authorities.  They  well  understood, 
moreover,  that  they  could  not  hand  the  State  over  to  the  en- 
emy if  they  would.  And  they  vrerc  in  fact  the  chosen  lead- 
ers of  tlie  Whigs  or  patriotic  party  in  the  State,  embracing 
perhaps  nine-tenths  of  the  population.  AVere  those  persons, 
then,  justifiable  in  the  policy  they  carried  out,  by  deceiving 
the  enemy,  keeping  their  own  people  in  doubt  and  ignorance  « 
of  their  doings,  and  threatening  the  general  government  with 
revolt?  Governor  Chittenden  laid  all  the  facts  in  the  case 
before  Gen.AVashington,  with  a  narration  of  the  constant  neg- 
lect of  the  general  government.  The  citizens  of  A'ermont, 
driven  to  desperation,  were  obliged  to  adopt  policy  instead  of 
power.  That  Ira  Allen's  mission  into  Canada  procured  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  other  matters  were  entertained 
that  might  serve  the  interest  of  the  State,  in  its  extreme  criti- 
cal situation,  and  be  injurious  to  the  United  States  in  its  con- 
sequences. "That  the  plan  succeeded,  the  frontiers  r)f  this 
State  were  not  invaded,  and  Lord  deorge  Germain's  letter 
wrouirht  upon  Congress,  and  procured  that  froiii  tliem  which 
the  public  virtue  of  this  people  could  not."    That  month  of 


ORGANIZATION  OF  RUTLAXD  COUNTY.  VER^IONT,  1R7 

October  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  at  Ticonderoga,  but 
were  maneuvered  out  of  their  expedition  ;  and  they  have  re- 
turned into  winter  quarters  in  Canada,  "that  it  may  be  ful- 
filled which  is  spoken  by  the  prophet,'  I  will  put  my  hook  in 
their  nose,  and  turn  them  back  by  the  way  w^hich  they  came, 
and  they  shall  come  into  this  city  (alias  Vermont,  not  Rut- 
*  land)  saith  the  Lord." 

This  is  sufficient  to  stimulate  us  to  the  erection  of  a  memo- 
rial in  this  good  old  historic  town  of  Castleton.  aSTone  other 
in  this  our  beloved  Commonweolth  has  more  of  the  romantic 
and  patriotic  in  its  history  and  none  have  more  worthily  hon- 
ored the  patriots  of  the  Revolution.  Some'l)efore  me  well  re- 
member the  funoral  honors  paid  Col.  Noah  Lee,  Col.  Isaac 
Clark,  Lieut.  Elias  Hall,  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Col. 
Bird.  In  yonder  cemetery  lie  the  dust  and  monuments  of 
those  and  other  Revolutionary  heroes,  and  this  people  fearful- 
ly guard  these  sacred  relics,  and  honor  the  memory  of  their 
patriotic  fathers.  Thei-efore,  it  is  eminently  fitting  that  after 
a  century  of  neglect  the-  men  of  this  generation  should 
erect  some  suitable  memorial  to  mark  the  historic  location  of 
the  old  fort.  Let  us  from  this  hour  begin  the  ^^'ork,  and  let 
no  obstacles  hinder  our  progress  until  a  monument  sliall  be 
erected  illustrative  of  the  history  of  this  people. 

Having  alluded  to  a  few  out  of  tliC  many  scenes  and  objects 
of  historic  interest  in  this  eommuDity,  let  me  urge  the  import- 
ance of  their  ])reservation  in  regard  to  American  and  Ver- 
mont history.  ' 

First.  The  influence  of  these  associations  on  the  present 
o'eneration. 

In  all  education  history  must  ever  hold  a  very  high  and 
important  place  ;  and  while  general  history  should  be  studied 
and  taught  with  spirit  and  with  faithfulness,  the  specific  events 
that  have  shaped  the  character  and  destiny  of  each  separate 
nation  must  always  have  for  that  nation  an  interest  peculiar 
and  unoqualed.  American  history  must  be  a  study  of  great 
importance  to  Ameri^'au  education.  If  it  be  true  that  the  ex- 
ample and  influence  of  nn  heroic  ancestry  are  a  s:iving  and  en- 
nobling power  to  a  .  nation,  do  we  not  need  in  this  day  to 
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cherish  and  retain  the  memory  and  deeds  of  om'  tktliers? 
There  is  much  to  fear  in  the  great  external  prosperity  which 
America  so  rejoices  in.  Even  in  the  past,  great  national 
prosperity  has  been  perilous  to  national  virtue.  It  has  form- 
ed classes  and  castes  among  citizens  of  the  State  separated  in 
condition,  in  feeling,  in  interest,  by  the  ever  widening  gulf 
that  divides  poverty  and  wealth.  Jealousies,  dissensions,  op- 
posing policies,  sordid  ambitions,  agit^ate  the  nation  v/ithin, 
and  weaken  it  aixainst  danoer  fjom  without.  Such  has  al- 
ways  been  the  tendency  of  the  development  of  power  and 
wealth.  If  we  would  avert  such  a  result  in  our  ov;n  loved 
land,  if  must  be  by  the  use  of  every  means  known  to  Chris- 
tianity and  potridtism.  Then  must  come  the  conserving  and 
purifying  power  of  the  gospel ;  then  the  meniories  of  our 
heroic  paM. 

Our  past  should  be  studied,  not  merely  as  one  of  the  most 
interesting  chapters  of  history,  not  only  as  a  grand  e[)och  in 
the  course  of  human  progress,  least  of  all  as  a  ground  of  na- 
tional exclusiveness,  boastful  {)rlde,  or  that  liatred  of  Eng- 
land whicli  too  often  is  regarded  iis  the  first  mark  of  a  true 
American.  Let  us  seek  to  impress  upon  the  youth  of  our 
land  more  of  the  example  of  a  patriotic  ancestry.  May  we 
not  feel  sure  that  it  would  stimulate  the  love  of  country,  and 
the  S[)irit  of  earnestness  and  faithfulness?  ^liglit  it  not  soft- 
en even  the  bitterness  of  })arty  strife,  and  show  our  young 
men  that  there  are  nobler  aims  and  higher  purposes  than  those 
of  the  headlong  race  for  wealth  and  influence  ?  Let  us  remcin- 
ber  and  let  us  teach  what  it  cost  the  fathers  to  win  f()r  us  the 
blessinirs  of  wliich  we  l>oast  and  })rize  ;  and  to  do  this  let  us 
]n'eserve  the  memorials  their  moulding  hands  have  left  us  as 
silent  and  solenm  witnesses  to  their  hdelity  imd  our  responsi- 
bility. 

Second.    The  value  of  these  memories  to  posterity. 

The  United  States  are  growing  and  expanding  as  no  other 
nation  has  ever  done  before.  We  now  have  tifty-one  mil- 
lions of  peo[>le.  The  wliolc  broa<l  continent,  from  ocean  to 
ocean,  has  hi  en  more  or  less  tilled  witli  a  civilized  pc'pnla- 
tion  in  the  first  century  of  the  republic.     Under  our  repre- 
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sentative  government,  the  sceptre  of  power  is  fast  passing 
away  from  the  East  to  the  new  and  mighty  West.  The 
grandchildren  of  the  men  of  the  Revolution  are  born  far  away 
from  the  scenes  of  our  history,  out  in  those  boundless  regions 
Avhere,  as  has  been  so  beautifully  said,  ''the  life  of  the  prai- 
rie blends  with  it  the  memories  of  the  mountain  and  the  sea." 
Yet  we  are  one  country  and  one  people  ;  one  in  historjs  one 
in  aspiration,  one  in  destiny.  Think  v;e  that  those  children 
of  the  West  will  not  return  to  view  for  themselves  the  histor- 
ic places  of  their  country,  and  the  graves  of  their  hero  ances- 
tors. Yes,  so  long  as  we  are  one  people,  so  long  as  the  spirit 
of  the  Pilgrims  and  the  Eevolutiou  shall  remain,  so  long  will 
all  these  scenes  be  dear  to  all  true  citizens  of  the  Republic. 

Yet  it  is  fo]-  us,  in  this  generation,  to  say  \vhether  they 
shall  be  preserved,  or  whether,  in  long  future  years,  when 
Americans  shall  come  from  the  prairies  and  lakes,  from  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  the  Golden  shores  of  the  Pacific,  to  view 
for  themselves  Ticonderoga,  Bennington,  Fort  William  Hen- 
ry, Castleton,  they  shall  find  that  naught  remains  to  mark 
those  places  where  American  liberty  was  gained. 

It  will  not  do  for  us  to  delay;  each  winter's  frost,  each 
summers  rain,  helps  to  destroy  what  no  time,  no  care,  no 
wealth,  no  labor  can  restore  to  us  again  forever. 

AVhen  the  chosen  people  had  fought  and  toiled  through  the 
wilderness  to  the  banks  of  the  stream  that  divided  them  from 
the  promised  land,  the  last  great  miracle  remained  to  be  per- 
formed. But  before  it  took  place  the  God  that  guided  them 
as  He  has  guided  us,  directed  their  leader  to  secure  to  the  peo- 
ple the  everlasting  remembrance  of  their  great  deliverance  and 
help.  They  were  to  take  up  twelve  stones  from  the  bed  of 
the  river,  whei-e  the  priest's  feet  stood  firm,  and  deposit  them 
in  the  place  where  they,  should  first  encamp  on  the  farther 
shore.  '-That  when  yonr  children  ask  the  fathers  in  time  to 
come,  saying,  'What  mean  these  stones?'  ye  shall  saj'  unto 
them,  that  the  ^vaters  of  Jordan  were  dried  up  before  the  ark 
of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord ;  v/hen  it  passed  over  Jordan, 
the  waters  of  Jordan  were  dried  up.  And  these  stones  shall 
be  for  a  memorial  unto  the  children  of  Israel  forever." 
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Third.  The  importance  of  preserving  these  relics  in 
behalf  of  general  history. 

As  our  country  grows  in  power  and  greatness,  its  history 
must  become  of  increasing  interest  to  the  world  at  large  ;  to 
the  world  of  scholars  in  every  land.  To  the  student  of  his- 
tory what  experience  is  so  stirring  and  so  interesting  as  to  be 
able  to  visit  the  scenes  and  to  behold  the  time-worn  monu- 
ments of  the  great  events  of  the  past? 

The  preservation  of  the  remaining  memorials  of  our  history 
is  a  debt  which  this  generation  owes,  not  only  to  itself,  not 
only  to  posterity,  but  even  to  the  world. 

Let  each  member  of  this  Society  take  upon  himself  the  task 
of  ascertainini?  in  his  own  neio-hborliood  what  historic  associa- 
tions  and  mcmorals  exist,  and  of  seeking  to  awaken  some  pub- 
lic interest,  some  local  pride,  in  the  preservation  of  what 
remains. 

It  will  be  the  office  of  the  future  historian,  for  whose  ser- 
vice associations  like  this  gather  the  rich  materials,  to  describe 
the  perils  which  have  at  one  epoch  environed  our  young  lib- 
erty, to  paint  in  all  its  just  proportions  the  enormous  and 
venomous  natared  reptile  that  had  in  its  infancy  been  suffered 
to  slumber  undisturbed  beside  the  cradle  of  our  Republic.  He 
will  detail  how  at  last  the  descendants  of  a  freedom  lovinean- 
cestrj^  comprehended  the  danger,  and,  rising  in  their  might, 
crushed  the  monster  in  the  dust.  He  will  love  to  linger  over 
the  heroic  ardor,  the  generous  sacrifices,  the  manilicent  pro- 
vision for  the  soldier  and'his  orphan,  with  which  a  free  people 
vindicated  during  this  i^reat  conflict  their  own  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  their  institutions,  and  their  broad  love  of  our 
common  humanity. 

Whatever  monuments  we  may  rear  in  grateful  recognition 
of  the  services  which  have  secured  to  us  our  united  country 
and  our  freedom,  none  are  needed  to  preserve  to  this  genera- 
tion the  memory  of  our  latest  sad  epoch.  The  miiti!;itcd 
forms,  the  vacant  chairs,  the  broken  circle,  will  ever  speak  to 
us  with  touching  pathos  of  the  great  struggle  and  its  victims. 

In  the  Valley  of  the  Lebanon,  at  Baalbec,  is  a  mass  of 
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ruins,  which  seems  with  striking  significance  to  ilhistrate  the 
course  of  history  and  Human  Progress. 

There,  in  tlie  early  ages,  an  unknown  race,  imbued  with 
colossal  ideas  of  that  ancient  people  who  built,-  tis  one  has 
expressed  it,  "as  though  they  were  one  hundred  feet  in 
height."  laid  huge  stones  more  than  GO  feet  in  length  and 
15  in  breadth  and  thickness,  deposited  in  massive  foundations 
of  some  temple  which  they  reared.  In  some  later  cen- 
tury Greece  and  Rome,  sweeping  by  in  their  career  of  con- 
quest, had  overthrown  the  superstructure,  and  pileel  upon  the 
great  foundations  other  tenij)les  expressive  yet  in  their  lofty 
and  graceful  columns  alike  of  Eoman  grandeur  and  of  the 
harmonious  art  of  Greece  Louir  atlcrwards  the  Saracen  had 
found  the  Roman  work  in  partial  ruin,  and  phiced  among  the 
rubbish  some  light,  fintastic  specimens  of  his  own,  as  pleas- 
ing and  ephemeral  as  his  transient  and  brilliant  civilization. 

Thus  this  single  spot  has  come  to  possess  relics  of  all  those 
earl}^  workmen  wdio  have  most  contributed  to  the  volume  of 
our  civilization,  and  the  lofty  Corinthian  colonnade,  towering 
o'er  the  wreck  in  its  symmietrical  proportions  and  elegance  of 
finish  and  adornment,  resting  on  the  massive  base,  litly  sug- 
gests the  progress  of  society  from  strength  to  grace  and  cul- 
ture. 

And  so  the  modern  people  of  every  land,  building  their 
institutions  on  the  massive  and  eternal  foundations  of  truth 
and  justice,  shall  rear  social  structures  of  which  their  monu- 
ments, like  the  colonnade  of  Baalbec,  shall  illustrate  to  dis- 
tant ages  their  power  and  excellence. 
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